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Silver City Health Tourism in the
Early Twentieth Century
A CASE STUDY

Joan M. Jensen

S

everal years ago, I sat at a reader's desk in the Archives at the University
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, looking at some correspondence. Written
at the top of a letter, a place name caught my eye. The correspondent had
written "Silver City" in clear cursive. Could this be New Mexico's Silver
City, I wondered? A quick scan of the four handwritten pages confirmed
that the reference was, indeed, to Silver City, New Mexico. The writer,
identified at the end of the fourth page simply as "Amy," had accompanied
a tuberculosis patient there. I looked through several folders and found sixteen letters written during 1912 from Silver City, then a small mountain
town more than seventeen hundred miles away from Milwaukee. 1
Silver City is only about one hundred and ten miles away from my home
in southern New Mexico, and when I had finished my research project in

Joan Jensen is Professor Emerita at New Mexico State University where she taught Women's
History and Recent U.S. history for many years, chaired the History Department, and directed
the first Women Studies Program. Her latest book, Calling This Place Home: Women on the

Wisconsin Frontier, 1850-1925 (Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2006), received Honorable
Mention for Social History from the Merle Curti Award Committee of the Organization of
American Historians. She wishes to thank Susan M. Berry, director of the Silver City Museum
in Silver City, New Mexico, for giving her help with this article, answering innumerable questions about Silver City history, and giving a guided tour ofthe exhibit "Good for What Ails You:
A Golden Climate Cures Silver City's Economic Blues," which showed at the Silver City Museum from June 2005 to May 2007.
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Wisconsin, I decided to find out more about the health industry in New
Mexico, which had flourished in the early 19oos. In 2006 I headed to the
Silver City Museum, which had recently installed a new exhibit, "Good for
What Ails You: A Golden Climate Cures Silver City's Economic Blues."
Director Susan M. Berry laid before me a large stack of folders collected by
researchers as the basis of the exhibit. This Silver City material formed a
rich context for the 1912 letters and for health tourism in New Mexico during the first year of New Mexico's statehood. Together these sources allowed me to see why Silver City attracted patients from as far away as Chicago
and eventually lost out to Albuquerque in its quest for health tourists. 2
A complex of factors affected how tuberculosis (TB) patients were treated
in the early twentieth century. Studies of national trends have focused on
how society, mainly in the East, dealt with the problems of chronic illness
and prolonged dependency, as well as on health narratives of how the patients experienced their treatment. The experiences of family members who
accompanied TB patients, like the ones Amy wrote about in her sixteen
letters, offer new insight into other aspects of the health-seeker movement.
This article focuses on one family in the early 1900s, who dealt with the
ordeal of chronic illness by moving temporarily to the small southwestern
town of Silver City, New Mexico, in search of a cure. This piece looks at the
role of family members and doctors in choosing a course of treatment during a major health movement in the nation and in the Southwest, which
lasted from the nineteenth century through the first half of the twentieth
century as tuberculosis rates skyrocketed, peaked, and then slowly declined.
After World War II, the use of penicillin abruptly ended the epidemic and
TB sanatoria closed or converted to other uses.)
Amy
The sixteen chatty letters signed by Amy and addressed to "Sis" or "Dearest
Girlie" are a few of what must have been many letters written from Silver
City by Eleanor "Amy" Partridge Harris to her sister Charlotte Russell Partridge in Chicago. One letter is dated February 1912, while the other fifteen
letters date from August to early October 1912. The letters contain Eleanor's
story of her journey with her husband, Arthur, as health tourists accompanying the patient, Margaret, during her treatment for tuberculosis. 4
These sister-to-sister letters describe the place, the climate and landscape,
the New Mexico Cottage Sanatorium in Silver City where Margaret was
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treated, their physician, the treatment, transportation, lodging and meals,
diversions and entertainment, and relations with locals. Eleanor's comments
provide a gloss on what we know about the Silver City healthcare industry
at that time and indicate why middle-class health tourists might have found
Silver City a difficult town to visit. To find out why Eleanor, Arthur, other
members of the family, and the patient had chosen Silver City for a cure,
and who the TB patient Margaret was, requires a broader view.
References to the treatment of "sis," and to a child, indicated that Margaret was probably Arthur's sister. A member of the Harris family, Loraine

ILL. 1. THE PARTRIDGE SISTERS AND THEIR MOTHER

Right, Silver City visitor Eleanor "Amy" Partridge Harris; center,
Charlotte Russell Partridge; left, their mother Carrie Jordan at Booth
Bay Harbor, Maine. Charlotte studied art in Booth Bay Harbor in the
summer of 1913.

(Photograph courtesy Wisconsin Historical Society, Archives Division,
box 1, folder 10, Charlotte Russell Partridge and Miriam Frink Papers,
1862-1980, Personal Papers of Charlotte Partridge, Photograph
Milwaukee Manuscript Collection 167, Madison, Wisconsin, WHi395 08 )
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Harris McClevey, was a small girl at the time of the Silver City visit and
remembered family discussions of the trip.s According to Loraine, Margaret was probably divorced and living with her mother at the time, and she
still used her married name Mrs. E. Elliott. The family was close and Arth ur
and his brother George each agreed to take time off from their work in the
family business to accompany Margaret to far away Silver City to take the
tuberculosis cure. The letters reveal that Eleanor, who had no children,
accompanied her brother-in-law.George, sister-in-law Margaret, and
Margaret's young son to Silver City in January 1912. Eleanor then returned
with the child to Chicago in February. With husband Arthur, she again
traveled to Silver City in early July. At the end of their three months,
when Margaret seemed to be almost recovered, the couple returned to
Chicago. 6
Silver City: The Right Place
Choosing such a small place in the expansive West might seem unusual,
but Silver City, with a population of about four thousand in 1912, had

ILL. 2. PANORAMIC VIEW OF SILVER CITY

William L. Spitzley's photograph made the city seem substantial in 1911.
The Orient Hotel is in the far lower-right corner of the photograph.
(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, Book 2, 00021)
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already achieved a reputation as a place of recovery for TB victims by 1900.
This reputation was based on several factors. Prevailing medical theories
emphasized climate as a crucial determinant in effecting a cure for tuberculosis. Town leaders saw healthcare as a growth industry that could cure
their "economic blues" and, through good public relations, they helped
establish Silver City's reputation as a healthcare retreat. Local doctors, many
themselves recent TB patients, also developed national networks to enCOlHage dispatch of patients to the sanatoria that they staffed. Travel to distant
"perfect" climates, such as in Silver City, with extended sanatorium care,
offered the best hope for newly diagnosed patients. Such treatment was expensive, however, especially if other members accompanied the patient, as
was the case for the Harris family.
The first decision made by the Chicago physician who counseled Margaret and her family was whether to seek a cure at home or away. In 1912
there was growing interest and belief in home care or in care close to home,
but for those who could afford to travel, the West offered the preferred location and the best facilities. Eleanor considered Chicago "dirty and grimy"
and it was cold, damp, and windy. Thus, it is not surprising that Margaret's
physician in Chicago should advise her that a small town in far-away New
Mexico offered the best possibility for a cure. Regarding Margaret's treatment options, her brother, Arthur, would later write, "Do wish we could
move the climate to within a few miles of Chicago for then it would be
handy and we could run down often." The majority of physicians, especially in the upper Midwest, believed that a high, dry, sunny climate was
the main element in a cure. In Margaret's case, the family could afford to
send her away and to send family members with her.?
Treatment away from home was previously only available for the wealthiest
patients in the nineteenth century when American patients joined their
European counterparts in the Alps. Nothing in the United States approached
the quality of the well-staffed European sanatoria until the 189os. In 1884
the newly formed American Climatological Association advocated staying
in the United States for TB treatment. Two years prior, Dr. Edward L.
Trudeau established the Adirondacks Sanatorium near Lake Saranac in the
Adirondack region of New York. The hospital offered an exceptionally high
standard of care for well-to-do patients, but the climate was unexceptional.
A small mecca for TB patients also developed in the mountains of North
Carolina where Dr. Mary E. Lapham's sanatorium at Highlands gained a reputation among wealthy easterners. Most midwestern doctors and patients
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favored the Southwest. 8 In the West, New Mexico had long headed the list
of favorable climates. Health narratives from the early nineteenth century
had praised weather and other conditions in New Mexico, and doctors had
recommended it as a health destination since the 1870S. The national government chose southern New Mexico as a location for its two military TB
sanatoria established in the 1890s.9
New Mexico territorial and local officials quickly saw the economic potential of health tourism. The territory of New Mexico subsidized the early
industry. Mining industries also played a role by encouraging Catholic nuns
to establish hospitals to care for workers. Thus the Sisters of Mercy, with a
contract to care for injured miners, built St. Joseph's hospital in Silver City
in 1891. Known for their administrative and financial abilities, and their
high level of care, nursing nuns were welcomed by local communities
throughout the territory. These communities often contributed funds to help
build hospital facilities, which, in turn, experienced a flood ofTB patients.
In Silver City, the nuns soon filled all eight rooms of their two-story adobe
hospital and expanded their facility to fifty beds. They hired Dr. Earl S.
Bullock from Fort Bayard, New Mexico, where he had been assigned as
assistant surgeon and pathologist when the U.S. government opened it in
1899. A cured TB patient himself, Bullock served as chief physician at St.
Joseph's from 1901 to 1905. In 1902 the Sisters of Charity opened St. Joseph's
Sanatorium in Albuquerque. During its first five months, almost 40 percent
of their admissions were TB patients. In 1906 the Sisters of the Sorrowful
Mother opened a TB facility in Roswell, New Mexico. It did not take long
for Catholic hospitals around New Mexico Territory to start expanding their
facilities. 1O
Doctors who came to New Mexico for a cure also praised the climate.
Dr. John Weinzirl arrived in Albuquerque in 1896 as a patient. After he was
cured, he then conducted research on the benefit of climate in curing tuberculosis. Even though he left the state in 1907, his publications praised
the New Mexico climate as a cure for TB patients. Private entrepreneurs
capitalized on publications that endorsed the territory for treatment and
established sanatoria in Silver City, Albuquerque, Socorro, Las Vegas, Raton,
and Las Cruces. Hundreds offamilies in the shadow of these sanatoria opened
their homes and boarding houses to an influx of tourists seeking health. In
1906 a New Mexico Bureau of Immigration pamphlet declared: "Health
seekers are invited." When he visited the Southwest in 1913, Assistant Surgeon of the United States Public Health Office Ernest A. Sweet concluded
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that the area offered unsurpassed charitableness and sympathy to these "helpless strangers." Between the 1890S and 1920S, at least forty-four sanatoria
opened in the state; the number of beds available for patients in New Mexico
was exceeded only by that in New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and
Colorado. 1I
As the number of patients grew, so too did local concern about their
presence. The governor of New Mexico joined a group of other western
governors asking for federal control of interstate movement by diseased patients and federal funds to pay for them once they arrived. During the ensuing political debate, fear of contamination of the local population peaked.
One town in New Mexico, Sweet wrote, seemed anxious to "outgrow its
reputation as a health resort." That town was probably Santa Fe, which was
remaking its image at the time. The two thousand TB patients among the
thirteen thousand Albuquerque inhabitants no longer received as warm a
welcome as they had just a few years before. In an attempt to assuage growing fears of contamination, Sweet reassured concerned New Mexicans that
few of the settlers already in New Mexico developed tuberculosis.1 2
Despite the new concern about TB patients, Silver City officials consistently promoted their town as a destination for patients. Its Bureau of
Immigration distributed pamphlets touting Silver City as a health destination as early as 1887, claiming the whole city was a sanatorium that was
perfect for the treatment of pulmonary diseases. These pamphlets described
Silver City as a main supply point for the surrounding country, with buildings of brick and stone, handsome iron and glass fronts, stone flagging
pavements, and a city water works. In 1888 one doctor urged TB patients
to "hurry off to New Mexico" in the early stages of their disease, to stay a
long time, and, if possible, to live in the open air. The advertising was
paying off by 1890, and the city was getting requests for sanatorium folders. Of course Silver City still had no sanatoria, but it had two small hospitals and a good number of physicians to accommodate patients, along
with boarding houses, hotel lodging, and restaurants to serve families traveling with patients. By 1900 Silver City had more health seekers than it
could accommodate and it badly needed a facility devoted entirely to the
care ofTB patients. 13
Bullock soon became the major medical booster to laud New Mexico as
the ideal place for TB health seekers. After years of treating TB patients at
St. Joseph's Hospital, Bullock obtained funding to start his own sanatorium and left the nuns' hospital. He opened the New Mexico Cottage
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Sanatorium with twenty beds in 1905. At the International Congress on
Tuberculosis in Washington, D.C., in October 19°8, he provided exhibits
and photographs of Silver City's new sanatorium. The following year, in an
article published by the Journal of the American Medical Association, he
offered scientific statistics to prove that his sanatorium had cure rates far
superior to even the now famous Adirondacks Sanatorium in New York. He
did not argue that climate alone could cure patients but that climate and
care combined offered the best chance of recovery. Bullock also published
an article on the importance of climate in the Journal of the Outdoor Life,
which was the official organ of the Anti-Tuberculosis League. In 1910 he
arranged publication of an illustrated pamphlet extolling the virtues of his
New Mexico Cottage Sanatorium. 14
The same year that Bullock published pamphlets advertising his sanatorium, the local Bureau of Immigration printed ten thousand copies of a
folder featuring Silver City as a prime health destination and placed articles
in magazines such as Earth Magazine and the Literary Digest. By 1912 the
Silver City advertising campaign was blitzing the country with its articles,
pamphlets, and ads. The local paper crowed that after a six-month campaign, the city had received over five hundred inquiries. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe (AT&SF) Railway, promoting New Mexico as the
sunshine state to boost its own revenues, noted numerous sanatoria in Silver City, which surpassed Albuquerque in the number of available hospital
beds by 1912. When Sweet arrived in New Mexico to survey TB conditions,
he noted the superior care offered in Silver City over other communities in
the Southwest, even rivaling that offered at Saranac in the Adirondacks.
Care, he concluded, was even more important than climate. 15
Quality of healthcare and climate played important roles in the decision
for Margaret to receive treatment in Silver City. Her physician likely identified early on the bacilli present in her sputum, but positive TB test results
still had the reputation of a death warrant. The odds overall for recovery
were not good. Almost half of the patients died within six months and 80
percent died within three years of discharge from a hospital or sanatorium. 16
Bullock, Silver City's most famous spokesman for its healthful climate, later
summed up the prognosis for cure with his statistics on survival. He estimated that cure rates depended upon a combination of factors in the patient: degree of disease (advanced, moderate, or incipient), finances, and
attitude or temperament. If the family postponed treatment until the disease was advanced, 80 percent, even under the best of circumstances, would
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die, show no improvement, or show only temporary improvement. Twenty
percent could hope to be cured. In moderate cases, almost two-thirds could
expect to be cured. In incipient cases, the odds of being cured went up to
almost 90 percent. Quick treatment, according to Bullock and to most other
TB experts, offered the best chance of a cureY
To achieve even these rates of cure, the patient not only had to have
access to this care, but also have a positive attitude- in other words, have
the patience to pursue the medical regime for the recommended time.
Bullock estimated the cure would take over nine months and cost a thousand dollars. Given that only an estimated 5 percent of the American population could afford adequate healthcare and that very few had any type of
health insurance in 1911, Margaret was one of very few stricken Americans
who could consider these favorable odds.
During the holidays of 1911, Margaret contemplated an extended trip to
New Mexico for the prospect of receiving the best possible care. It was a trip
from which she might never return. The statistics were grim, yet the trip to
Silver City was a rare chance to regain her health. No one, however, could
predict that the trip would not end in her death or, at best, last a year with
her surrounded by patients facing the same poor odds. Family councils decided that Margaret and son, accompanied by her brother George, would
leave for Silver City early in 1912. George and Margaret's sister-in-law,
Eleanor, would accompany them and then retum to Chicago with Margaret's
son. Later, Eleanor would accompany her husband Arthur for an extended
stay of three months. Is
The "San"

By 1912 the Harris family had a number of sanatoria to choose from once
they opted for Silver City. St. Joseph's Sanatorium, the West Sanatorium,
the Sunnyside Ranch, and Rest Haven Sanatorium, which had just started
up in 1912, were all located in or just outside of Silver City and all accepted
TB patients. The Harris family, however, probably opted for Silver City
because it was home to the New Mexico Cottage Sanatorium. It was the
largest sanatorium in Silver City and had the best contacts with doctors in
major cities. Co-owned by Bullock, it was capable of caring for about eighty
patients. By 1910 Bullock was claiming that he had treated five hundred
cases with an 83 percent cure rate. Margaret checked into the Cottage Sanatorium or, as Eleanor and the locals referred to it, "the San."19

3. PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE NEW MEXICO COTTAGE SANATORIUM
William L. Spitzley's image shows extensive acreage with a water tower, gardens, and outbuildings, along with cottages.

ILL.

(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, Pogson Photo Album, 2642)
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THE INTERIOR OF A CEMENT COTTAGE AT THE NEW MEXICO COTTAGE

SANATORIUM

A similarly inviting image appeared in the promotional pamphlet New
Mexico Cottage Sanatorium, Silver City, New Mexico, published in 1910 by
A. E. Russell.
(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, 01784)

When Bullock opened the San in 1905, he planned a cure that would be
simpler and cheaper than the nuns' hospital-oriented treatment. He modeled the San on the "Adirondack plan," which was developed by Dr. Trudeau,
whose sanatorium was famous among wealthy New Yorkers, in the nineteenth century at Saranac Lake. Bullock enlisted physicians from major
cities in the country, including New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia, to
serve as an advisory board and to send patients to Silver City. He purchased
acres 2.5 miles north of the city among rolling hills of pine, cedar, and
oak, where he built a main building, fashioned after the old mission architectural style, and ten 12 X 16 tent-style cottages, sparsely furnished and clustered around a courtyard connected by gravel walkways. By 1907 he had

120
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added a recreational building where
males could play cards and billiards,
read, or play the piano. An additional
recreational building for women
housed a theater, library, and chapel.
The cottages had oiled floors (no carpets), plain enamel beds, and plenty
of ventilation through windows with
roll-up canvas covers. A few had
screened-in porches and toilet and
bath facilities. Bullock established a
large farm to supply fresh vegetables
in the summer, a ranch to furnish
cattle and hogs, and a dairy ofJersey
and Holstein cows to provide milk,
butter, and cheese. Io
ILL. 5. DR. EARL S. BULLOCK POSING IN
Although Bullock originally
FRONT OF THE MAIN LODGE OF THE NEW
wanted to provide inexpensive care for
MEXICO COTTAGE SANATORIUM
indigents, that goal soon faded as the
(Photograph courtesy Silver City
costs ofbuilding and staffing the sanaMuseum, Pogson Photo Album, A281O-1)
torium increased. Now more realistic,
he solicited funds from wealthy patrons in the East for new buildings, sought
only those patients able to pay for the cure, accepted only those recently diagnosed with a high probability of being cured, and told the indigent and more
advanced cases they should stay at home. By 1910 costs were eighty to one
hundred dollars a month, not including the cost of medicine, laundry, and
special nursing care. He raised the fees again in 1912 and, as Eleanor afterward
commented in a letter, no new patients came for a few months. Taking advantage ofthe San required that Margaret and her fellow patients have money
and that their doctors express sufficient hope for their full recovery.II
When Margaret arrived, she found a fairly elite establishment. No figures are available for 1912, but the 1910 census gives so~e sense of the population of both staff and patients at the San. Bullock lived there with his wife
Nina, their four children, governess Virda Clapham, and servant Ah Lim.
The San also employed an assistant physician, a business manager and assistant, three bookkeepers, two hostlers, a steward, a fireman, and six hired
men. Six nurses attended to patients, while four Chinese waiters and four
Chinese laundrymen kept them fed and clean. Two Austrian immigrants
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A GATHERING OF PATIENTS AT THE NEW MEXICO COTTAGE SANATORIUM

A fellow patient snapped this photograph.
(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, Pogson Photo Album, A283l-I)

served as baker and chef, and oversaw the special diets of patients. A dairyman and dairywoman from Ohio and their son, assisted by two additional
dairymen, provided the patients with plenty of milk, butter, and cheese.
Other men from Michigan, Kansas, and New York looked after the farm
and ranch. The census listed no Hispanic workers, who probably lived at
home and came daily to the San to perform jobs such as cleaning. They
were not, however, part of the regular staff that lived and worked there. ll
The support staff served forty-eight patients. These health seekers came
from all over the country, the largest number traveling from Illinois and
Michigan. A number of patients gave their place of birth as Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Kansas, California, or New York, with a sprinkling from New England, the South, or foreign countries. A few males brought their wives and
children to the San. Photographs taken about 1914 showed a group of welldressed Anglos visiting, playing golf, and taking excursions by horse and by
car. Margaret probably felt comfortable with her fellow patients, who were
from a class she was accustomed to in Chicago and had a cadre of Chinese
servants to perform personal services.
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The Physician
Bullock was the San's medical director, but Eleanor did not even mention
Bullock by name in her letters, although he had published widely about TB
treatment in the West. Instead, she wrote about a younger doctor, LeRoy S.
Peters, as Margaret's attending physician. The Harris family clearly thought
that they had the physician who would offer the best care for Margaret.
Although Peters was less well known than Bullock in the medical profession, he was a TB specialist and had authored a number of articles on the
disease. Only twenty-three years old when he arrived in Silver City in 1906,
Peters was himself a victim of tuberculosis. Born in Michigan, he was the
great grandson of German immigrants, and a graduate of the University of
Minnesota and the University of Illinois medical school. Peters contracted
tuberculosis while interning at the Cook County Hospital in Chicago and
conducting research on the role of diet in TB treatment. Doctors there probably advised him to seek treatment in Silver City. Likely advised by her own
doctor to travel to the Southwest for treatment, Margaret followed a wellworn path between Chicago and Silver City.23
Peters was already active in the medical community when Margaret arrived. After recovering his health, the young doctor quickly received his

7. DR. LEROY S. PETERS
A former patient himself, Peters
treated Margaret, and was in
line to become the president of
the New Mexico Medical
ILL.

Association.
(Photograph courtesy Jake Spidle
Collection, New Mexico Health

Historical Collections,
University of New Mexico Health
Sciences Library and Informatics
Center, Albuquerque, New
Mexico)
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license to practice medicine in New Mexico. In 1908 Peters married Isabella
Fyfe, the daughter of a Michigan lawyer, and the following year accepted a
position as chief physician at the new Sunnyside Sanatorium, just north of
Silver City. The small sanatorium failed financially and closed sometime
in 1910. Peters then joined Bullock at the San. He attended the annual meeting of the American Medical Association in 1911, and, no doubt, avidly
scanned their monthly journal for new theories about tuberculosis and reports on clinical experience. After becoming a member of the New Mexico
Medical Society (NMMS), Peters helped organize the New Mexico Society
for the Study and Prevention ofTuberculosis. He was elected vice president
of the NMMS in 1911, thus slating him for the presidency at age thirty-one.
He would later work on prevention and laws to protect the population from
infectious health seekers and for tighter registration of doctors admitted to
practice in New Mexico. He supported proper registration of births and
deaths, which did not yet exist in the state. He also recommended the establishment oflocal boards of health with full-time county health officers, favored the registration ofTB patients to allow proper disinfection of the places
they lived, and supported anti-spitting laws. 24
Peters and his wife Isabella were probably already making plans to leave
Silver City when he accepted Margaret as a patient in 1912. The doctor and
his wife lived in town, but neither seemed keen to stay in Silver City. That
same year, he purchased an interest in the Shortie Sanitorium in Albuquerque. He joined Dr. Abraham G. Shortie there in 1913.

The Treatment
Peters's treatment for Margaret was a combination of the traditional sanatorium regime and a new technique called "Artificial Pneumothorax," a
method to collapse a tubercular lung to prevent the irritation of breathing.
On 14 August 1912, well into Margaret's treatment at the San, Eleanor wrote
that Arthur's father wanted them to stay until a lung compressor arrived.
Arthur had sent back east for it. Three days later, she wrote that it had arrived and that the doctors were using the machine to bring down Margaret's
fever, which had remained quite high. 25
The machine, which arrived in Silver City that August, was called an
"artificial pneumothorax box." It consisted of a graduated reservoir to hold
nitrogen, a control reservoir, hand pump, filter, and a chest needle. The
hand pump was a bulb that pushed nitrogen gas through rubber tubes
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ILL.

8.

AN EARLY

PNEUMOTHORAX MACHINE

Arthur Harris ordered a
machine similar to the
one pictured here for his
sister Margaret. The
machine he ordered was
the first one used on a
patient in Silver City.
(Clive Riviere, The

Pneumothorax and
Surgical Treatment of
Pulmonary Tuberculosis
[London: Oxford
University Press, 1927],
i llustra ti on cou rtesy
Wellcome Library,
London, M0013470)
"FlO. I.-PEARSON AND "L1Ll,lNPS'J'O:.N l'.NBVblOl'llOHAX .:\l'l',AllATUS.
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toward the pleural cavity of the thorax. The water manometer regulated the
pressure and the amount of nitrogen blown into the cavity.26
Dr. Carlo Forlanini developed this procedure and used nitrogen to collapse the lung of a TB patient in Italy in 1882. He reported his work at an
American Medical Association meeting in 1894. Four years later, again at
the American Medical Association meeting, John B. Murphy, a prominent
surgeon in Chicago, delivered a paper on the subject of thoracic surgery.
Although Murphy did not employ the treatment clinically himself, he did
popularize the method. From 1905 to 1907, Murphy's assistant Dr. A. F.
Lemke applied the procedure fifty-three times. Results of the experiments,
however, were not especially encouraging and little more was done after
Lemke died in 1907. A few other sanatorium physicians tried the method,
but the complications resulting from the treatment were so negative that
other American doctors did not attempt the procedure. German doctors in
Hamburg continued to refine the technique, however, and Dr. Lapham
of Highlands studied the improved methods in Germany. When she returned to North Carolina, she used the new techniques on her patients.
At the National Tuberculosis Association meeting in 1912, she reported
great success with twenty-three patients. 27
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As Peters later reported, the physicians simply "went wild" at the prospect of this new medical technique. Albuquerque physician Dr. ShortIe was
at that meeting. He heard Lapham's report, saw her demonstrate the pneumothorax box, immediately bought one, brought it back to New Mexico,
and took the device to Silver City to demonstrate it for Peters and Bullock.
Apparently, his was the first device in the state, and the one purchased to
treat Margaret was the first to be used on patients in Silver City. During the
next five months, Peters and Bullock treated twelve patients, including Margaret, at the San. They reported in the New Mexico Medical Journal that
they had obtained "excellent results" so far. However, they also admitted
that they knew too little about the procedure to predict if it would ultimately help or harm patients.
In their report, Peters and Bullock described the procedure used on Margaret during those first trials at the San. After giving a local anesthetic of
novocaine to her, Peters made an incision the width of a small eye scalpel
down the parietal pleura and then introduced a small needle into the pleural cavity. Serious consequences could follow if the needle was not properly
inserted, but Peters and Bullock's apparatus was equipped with a manometer, which measured the oscillation of the water column, showing when
the needle was safely inserted into the pleural cavity and when they could
turn on the gas. They injected 300 to 600 ccs of the nitrous gas every three
days until the lung was completely compressed, and every ten days for the
next two weeks. "The operation is painless and causes little or no discomfort, if properly done," the two doctors reported. 2s
Margaret started the compressing treatment in mid-August. The doctors
expected the machine to be a major part of Margaret's treatment and told
Eleanor on 17 August that the treatment would bring down her temperature, and that they hoped to have her up soon. Both the doctors and Margaret were optimistic, but the first two or three treatments were very painful
and seemed to have had no beneficial effect whatsoever. Eleanor wrote on
4 September 19 12 :
They are going to try the machine tomorrow, Margaret's temperature
had climbed considerably before we left this noon so it looks as if this
is going to be another high day. She has lost all faith in its treatment
now and to tell the truth I guess the doctors and most every one else
has too. It may be a good thing for she was dreadfully depressed at the
first failure but not nearly so much after the second and it is much
easier for her to consider the failure now than it was. 29
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Despite Margaret's pain, the doctors persisted. On 17 September 1912,
Eleanor wrote again about the lack of progress with the treatment:

It did not work as well as they hoped for her nerve seems to have
deserted her and she was dreadfully nervous all the time expecting to
be hurt. They did get in about three hundred, which was a great deal
better than none at all and she is feeling all right again today. But
goodness me. At this rate I am afraid it will be Christmas time before
they make a complete compression.
Margaret endured the treatment regularly through October, and on 7 October 1912, Eleanor wrote that the doctors were continuing the treatment and
that Margaret still got nervous and "made a fuss." Eleanor went on to explain: "I feel so sorry for Margaret for it surely is not a pleasant thing to have
done but she is not nearly as brave about it now as she was at first. And those
first two or three times it hurt her much more than now. But these days she
is constantly afraid of being hurt."JO
Despite Margaret's apprehension, the doctors felt the treatment was working at last. They told Eleanor and Arthur that they could plan to return to
Chicago. As the weather turned chilly and their clothing seemed inadequate
for the cold, they wanted to leave, but Margaret was fearful about their departure. "She is or seems to be dreading to have us go more than we expected and of course we are both awfully sorry to leave her alone out here,"
Eleanor wrote. She went on to write, "She will be all right we are sure and
we simply must go back." The doctors assured them that the prospect now
looked good for a cure. Margaret was still at the San when Dr. Lapham
visited in November 1912. Margaret likely heard reassuring words from the
doctor about the successes of artificial pneumothorax and compression
therapy to put the lung at complete rest. Lapham also explained the technical features of the method to other Silver City physicians. J'
While Peters reported early success with the new "radical" treatment, he
later had second thoughts. In 1931 he reported that even with total collapse
of the lung, only 53 percent of his patients became well. From partial collapse, only 44 percent recovered. And doctors had no sure way before the
advent of x-rays to see whether they had achieved total collapse. In 1940,
looking back at lung compressions performed without x-rays and at the enthusiasm of doctors for the treatment, Peters noted that lungs were often
over-compressed and patients were often made worse rather than better.
Still, after 1925, the treatment became popular. J2
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Researchers later concluded the benefits from collapse therapy were probably modest. The procedure seemed to reduce the symptoms and to allow
convalescence at home. It gave doctors impatient with passive resistance
through bed rest an alternative "active attack." Lung compression undoubtedly shifted the balance of authority from patient care by a number of
healthcare givers to intrusive surgery by medical specialists, becoming the
treatment of choice for many doctors and eventually being used in perhaps
a majority of cases by the 1930s. A 1945 report concluded, however, that the
results were never adequately evaluated, and probably only 12 to 15 percent
of these patients benefited from the therapy. Perhaps Margaret was one of
the lucky few. The treatment did not shorten her stay in Silver City, and
certainly made her regime more painful. The procedure did, however, increase the optimism of Margaret, her family, and her physicians that she
was truly curedY

Getting to and Around Silver City
While the purpose of travel to Silver City was the treatment of Margaret, the
experiences of her family companions were the focus of many of Eleanor's
letters home. These stories not only described what middle-class health tourists found when they arrived, but also why it seemed so difficult to them to
spend months in the small southwestern town. Transportation to Silver City
had much improved since the 1880s, when the nearest passenger train station
was about one hundred miles to the east on the Rio Grande. From there
health seekers had to come over mountainous terrain via an overnight stage
ride. The arrival ofthe railroad allowed the Chicagoans to travel, with relative
ease, by berth or sleeper coach to Deming, about fifty miles southeast of Silver City. Eleanor and her family's first trip in January 1912 was via San Antonio, Texas, where she stopped off to buy a sturdy pair of black shoes. She
continued on to EI Paso, Texas, then west to Deming, New Mexico, where
they stayed over night. In the morning they traveled north to Silver City on a
spur line. The train was seldom on time, but it brought them to the AT&SF
station on San Vincente Street, near the downtown business district. J4
For the return trip, both in February and again in October, Eleanor and
her family followed the same route through Deming and EI Paso. Leaving on
Monday afternoon for Deming and staying overnight, they transferred to the
Rock Island Railway and arrived in Chicago on Friday at ten o'clock in the
morning, or thereabouts, as trains northbound were also often late. J5
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Getting around the area near Silver City was more complicated than
traveling to the city. Eleanor and Arthur rented a hack from a local livery for
their daily trips of over two miles out to the San. The weather was usually
clear, dry, and bright until the rains began in August. Eleanor consoled
herself that the sunny climate made the dry and dusty road out to the San
more tolerable, although they often had "dirt shower baths." In early September, Arthur wrote that he enjoyed the rain and thought "perpetual sunshine gets pretty monotonous sometimes." But now, he went on, "The sky is
a solid turquoise here - no puffy clouds at all- which makes us feel that the
rainy season is over." The warm weather did not last long either. By October
it was cold and windy, and they were glad they had brought winter coats.
On 3 October 1912, Arthur wrote that the last few days had been "damp,
cold, and windy & everything that they do not advertise." But then, the next
day was fine and warm. l6
Aside from their daily trips by hack to the San, the couple walked around
town when the weather was not too hot or too rainy. Automobiles were not
very practical for most travel because of poor road conditions. The couple
had to accept help from a local friend, W. S. Cox, on one excursion in a
"machine" when their vehicle became stuck in an arroyo. Cox owned a
hardware store and mortuary in town, and he and his wife, Bella Cox, had
previously befriended Eleanor and Arthur. Eleanor explained their predicament in a letter to Charlotte:
We had to cross the arroyo several times and once our engine went
dead right in the middle of the stream. So Mr. Cox had to get out and
wade around in the water. We had one team of horses trying to pull us
out but they could not do it at all. Finally some friend of Mr. Cox
came along on horseback and after shoveling the sand away from the
wheels, they managed to get us out. We got home about seven thirty.l7
Despite getting stuck in the arroyo, Eleanor wrote to her sister that, overall,
the trip was beautiful, with scenic views along the foot of a big high ridge of
hills with a huge wall of red and greenish rocks extending along the top.
Sleeping, Eating, and Keeping up Appearances

While Margaret rested in her tidy, if spartan and sometimes chilly, little
cottage and feasted on range beef, an abundance of dairy products, and
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fresh vegetables at the San, her family had to make do with accommodations in Silver City, where satisfactory lodging was difficult to find. A decade earlier, they might have stayed at the one-hundred-room Hotel San
Vicente, which was noted for its fine service and good food. Boosters knew
that a good hotel was important for the future of their growing health industry. The Hotel San Vicente, an older hotel, had been remodeled for health
seekers, but it was badly undermined by a flood in 1904 and demolished a
year later. The Palace Hotel, which opened in 1900, did not cater to residential guests and was probably too expensive for Eleanor and Arthur. They
booked a room at the Orient Hotel, which was built in 1906 and was the
best residential hotel the town had to offer at the time. In 1911 the local
newspaper complained about the inadequacy oflodging in Silver City, saying the town needed a good hotel, such as the Alvarado in Albuquerque or
a Fred Harvey eating house. Again in March 1912, the editor lectured his
readers that the town, now with a population of four thousand, still did not
have an American-plan hotel with a competent chef catering to the wealthy
tourist, or even to middle-class tourists like Eleanor and Arthur. Americanplan hotels offered breakfast, lunch, and dinner in the hotel dining room
for patrons during their stay. For Eleanor, however, the main attraction of
the Orient was that it had indoor toilets. She and Arthur had stayed at a
boarding house the winter before, but now decided that they must have an
indoor toilet. J8
Eleanor and Arthur soon established a routine. After breakfast at the' hotel,
they picked up their rented hack at the nearby livery, rode out to spend the
morning with Margaret at the San, and then returned for noon supper to
food much less palatable than that available to patients under treatment. As
the weeks wore on, Eleanor's complaints about the food at the Orient invaded her normally cheery letters to her sister Charlotte. They expected to
eat at the hotel, and had paid for their meals and lodging on the American
plan. "Goodness knows," she wrote on 14 August 1912, "the hotel cafe is a
poor enough place to eat but that is going to close Saturday." Three days
later, she announced the cafe's closure:
The people who were managing the cafe have gone and now the hotel
proprietor is trying to manage the place. And we haven't had a decent
meal since he undertook the work. Today we came about one o'clock.
They are supposed to serve from twelve to two and found everything fit
to eat on the bill was gone .... We thought it was bad enough before
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those other people left but my, these people don't know anything about
it at all.
Two weeks later she was still complaining: "Am back at the hotel again and
just finished with a sumptuous repast of a few spoons of oyster soup, two or
three bites of roast pork and part of a cup of coffee and now it will afford me
some relief to visit with you for a few minutes. It will, at least, leave a slightly
pleasanter taste with me, I think."39
Eleanor and Arthur often grew hungry during the day and they frequently
visited the local ice cream parlor after the unpalatable meals at the Orient.
Eleanor fumed, "It fairly makes me boil to think of paying as we are for our
meals and then to have to go for an ice cream to help fill up the emptiness."
With Eleanor's taste and smell heightened by the lack of food, she wrote
about her adventures with other sweets. Once a nurse at the San baked an
angel food cake for the patients and offered her a piece. "It tasted powerfully good," she wrote. On one excursion, they passed a little white house
from which the scent of ginger cookies wafted. The smell reminded Eleanor
of her mother's baking: "It seemed as though I must have some. It took me
back to Duluth ... and lots of other things all in a second."40
Other than the hotel cafe, Eleanor and Arthur had two restaurant alternatives: one Mexican and one Chinese. They tried both. One evening Bella
Cox introduced them to the tiny Mexican restaurant to sample enchiladas.
The place was full, wrote Eleanor, and the people around Silver City seemed
quite fond of the eatery's enchiladas. She described them as composed of
two tortillas, as big as pancakes, made from corn, flour, and water, patted
out flat and round, cooked on a stone griddle, and then fried in a bit oflard.
Cheese was spread on the cakes along with chopped onions and chili sauce.
The enchiladas were then topped with a poached egg and seasoned with
salt, pepper, and vinegar. The Chicagoans could not appreciate this local
food. Arthur refused the egg and passed on the onions, which, Eleanor wrote
dryly, "left a rather insipid dish." Convinced that her Illinois friends would
surely learn to like Mexican food, a friend invited them to sample her own
homemade enchiladas, frijoles, and hot tamales. Eleanor was relieved when
the dinner had to be postponed. "We are not at all sorry," she wrote. 41
The Wing family ran the other restaurant in town. Eleanor and Arthur
tried this establishment, which apparently served American-style food. Neither Eleanor nor Arthur liked that food either. Arthur said he hated to
go there. Eleanor labeled it "horrid," but the Chinese seemed the only

ILL. 9. MOUNTAIN FREIGHTERS ON BROADWAY STREET, SILVER CITY, NEW MEXICO
The photograph is of the main avenue, Broadway Street, looking south. The sign for the restaurant
American Kitchen, operated by the Wing family, is just above the head of the horse on the far right. The
Wings advertised "Short Orders. Open Day and Night."

(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, Pogson Photo Album, Az802-1)
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proprietors able to make restaurants pay in Silver City, probably because
they worked long hours and raised their own food. 42
The couple consulted each other once more on how to solve the problems of food and lodging. Toward the end ofAugust, they decided that even
the indoor toilet did not make the Orient worth the cost:
We have at last broken away from the Orient. Even Arthur finally came
to the conclusion that the convenience of the toilet did not
compensate for the dirty dishes, silver ware (?) and linen to say nothing
of the poor and dirty food. So we are back with Mrs. Johnson and have
the satisfaction ofknowing that everything is as clean as possible even
tho [sic] the things to eat are not all that we could wish.
Arthur added a note to Eleanor's letter of 3 October 1912: "We have been
mighty fortunate lately in getting a good boarding house and the meals there
are really quite good. At least by comparison with those at the Orient. I
rather think the Orient dining room has closed-and it was no loss to the

ILL. 10. THE JOHNSON BOARDING HOUSE

Built as the H. B. Ailman House, with an addition in 1900, the house still
stands on Broadway Street, between Arizona and Pinos Altos streets. The
home served as the City Hall and now houses the Silver City Museum.

(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, John Harlan Collection, 00186)
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town when it did." The Johnson boarding house was a welcome haven after
weeks of struggling with hotel food and lodgingY
With the food and lodging problems solved, the issue of the toilet remained. They arrived at the Johnson boarding house, just as the public
health officer in Silver City, Dr. S. A. Milliken, was about to go public with
the issue of open toilets. Newspapers publicized his findings. Of the some
four thousand inhabitants of Silver City in 1912, approximately two-thirds
had access to a new sewer system installed two years before. During these
two years, however, only 122 of the 911 homes and businesses with access
had connected to the system. Milliken's report urged businesses and homemakers to decrease the "extreme unsanitary conditions" caused by outhouses
and open pits. 44
Mrs. Johnson's boarding house was not one of the 122 buildings connected
to the sewer system. Eleanor described the toilet they used at the boardinghouse as one of the "open closets" away from the house. Not only was the
outdoor lavatory inconvenient, but in her words, the stench was "enough to
make one sick-to go into." She and Arthur tried to avoid using the
boardinghouse's toilet by waiting until they got out to the San in the morning,
but conditions seemed to worsen when Eleanor became ill, probably with a
form of dysentery. Most everyone, she wrote, "merely throws slop water and
dirty water right out in the street or anywhere on the ground." The Chamber of Commerce, she continued, was "trying to advertise the town as a
great health resort and urging people to come-and Dr. Millikin says they
ought first to clean the town up before inducing anyone to come....
Many of the people are furious with him for hurting their advertising."45
Much to Eleanor's relief, Mrs. Johnson was among the few householders
who responded to Millikin's pleas. She already had an indoor room with a
tub, which Eleanor and Arthur used for a weekly bath. Now, she informed
Eleanor, she intended to install a toilet. An indoor lavatory would be, Eleanor
noted, "oh such a relief if they only finish it before we go." The couple
probably did not take advantage of the new fixture when it was finished,
however, for they left within two weeks. Surely, among the sights, sounds,
and smells Eleanor remembered from her visit to New Mexico, were her
trips to that outdoor toilet. 46
Eleanor's interactions with the business people of Silver City were also
clouded by her big-city expectations. Eleanor noted the inability to buy
what she wanted and needed. Although merchants carried alternatives, the
items were not what she wanted. When her shoes wore out, she could not
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get a replacement. A letter to a San Antonio merchant brought a reply that
a pair of shoes in her size was not available. The business did offer to order
a pair, but the couple's departure date did not allow enough time to order
them. Eleanor did note, with relief, that she had brought a winter coat so
she did not have to buy an "alternative."47
For Eleanor there was the added responsibility of caring for her and her
husband's personal needs. She darned and mended their clothing when
necessary, washed out some of her own clothing by hand, and arranged to
send the rest to the newly opened steam laundry. The business boasted of
having twenty-six people to serve the patrons, a special system for keeping
track of items, and high temperatures to disinfect every piece. What a disappointment, Arthur wrote on 3 October 1912, "They have a steam laundry
here and it surely does manage to either eat or tear the clothes."48
The struggle of middle-class visitors to find adequate accommodations
in Silver City proved important in the competition for health seekers. One
of the reasons that Albuquerque soon outbid Silver City as a site for health
tourism was its growing ability to provide appropriate hotels. The Alvarado
Hotel opened in 1903 and stood next to the new railroad depot in Albuquerque. Other hotels gradually grew up nearby in the decade that followed,
along with new hospitals being built. Now visitors and health seekers could
find accommodations as good as any found in large cities. Peters, who was
probably the best known Silver City doctor by 1912, moved his medical practice to Albuquerque in 1913. Doctors all over the country were abandoning
rural practices in the early twentieth century in search of patients who could
pay higher fees and afford better hospital facilities. Albuquerque offered
both. While Silver City remained a center for health seekers, the town grew
little in the late 191OS. One indication of the decline was the difficulty even
the San had in attracting new patients. The San continued to add buildings
through endowments, but increasingly it was unable to sustain itself. Despite declining interest, Silver City still added several new sanatoria after
1912, and the Methodists established their national sanatorium in 1915 at the
former Sunnyside Sanatorium facility, just outside the city.49
The cost of seeking treatment was also a growing problem for health
seekers and their families. Eleanor complained about the overall costs of
the cure. In addition to the fees for Margaret, probably paid by the family,
Eleanor had to calculate the personal cost for her and Arth ur to stay in
Silver City. In a September letter, she sent Charlotte a rough estimate of
their expenses. It cost $160 a month for their living expenses alone. In addi-
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tion Arthur lost his salary of $150 a month, and they still had to pay rent in
Chicago which she estimated at $42.50 a month. This figure did not include the money spent for transportation. The difficulty of finding affordable and suitable accommodations and the remoteness of the town, rather
than the treatment, slowed the growth of the health industry in Silver City.5o
Diversions and Entertainment

Time passed quickly in Silver City for the Chicago couple. Arthur added a
note to one of Eleanor's letters to Charlotte in October, observing that it
hardly seemed possible that they had been gone from Chicago for nearly
three months. Letter writing and receiving engaged Eleanor's attention
a great deal and helped her to maintain ties with her family. The passenger train brought the mail daily around noon. Arthur wrote too, although
none of his family letters seem to have survived. He often made the daily
trip down to the post office to send letters and collect those arriving from
Chicago, while Eleanor sat in her room writing others. Letters provided

ILL. 11. MAIL WAGON IN FRONT OF THE SILVER CITY POST OFFICE ABOUT 1911

Eleanor and Arthur retrieved the much-awaited letters from friends and
family in this post office at the corner of Bullard and Market streets.

(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, John Harlan Collection, 00428)
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important information on the family and kept the conversation running
throughout the couple's visit. This link with home was never broken, and
Eleanor was especially impatient when the train arrived late, as it often did.
In one instance, the train came so late the letters could not be sorted before
nightfall and Arthur had to retrieve them the following morning. The couple
also received packages from home along with items they ordered from merchants outside of Silver City. These items might be as small as hair nets,
which Eleanor asked Charlotte to send her, or as large as the pneumothorax
box that Arthur ordered from somewhere in the East. The railroad served as
a communication lifeline.
While Eleanor took care of plain sewing, such as mending, and occasionally sewed some basic articles of clothing, she found time to do a bit of
fancy sewing as well. Sewing kept her hands and mind busy, and it also
allowed her to develop friendships with other women over their shared stitching. She met a patient at the San who did a great deal of embroidery and
taught Eleanor new stitches. Eleanor immediately began to make a shirtwaist with the new techniques she learned. 51
Such duties and pleasures offered Eleanor a way to interact with other
women. Arthur was not as adept at interacting with other visitors or the
locals. Eleanor commented that she did not want to leave him alone in
Silver City because he spent much time in his room and was not likely to
socialize. As a businessman, he seemed less able than Eleanor to relate to
others over the details of daily living. The letters that he undoubtedly wrote
to his father, however, may have commented on the people he met. Arthur's
bimonthly trips to the barber shop offered one opportunity for social interaction with locals, and short notes he sometimes appended to Eleanor's
letters indicate he was an acute observer of people.
There was plenty of striking scenery around Silver City, but except for
one excursion to Hurley and Santa Rita, Eleanor seldom commented on
the usual nearby tourist destinations. She did not mention visiting Faywood
Hot Springs, southeast of Silver City and already a favorite with tourists, or
the City of Rocks, a desert area with extraordinary stone outcroppings.
Eleanor made no note of the lunar eclipse on 26 September, although Silver City would have offered an extraordinary place from which to view it.
Of course she would have had to get up at four o'clock in the morning to
view the spectacle. 52
Although Eleanor and Arthur visited Margaret at the San nearly every day,
there was time for other amusements. The small town offered a number of
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ILL. 12. THE SANTA RITA CHINO MINES

This open-pit copper mine was a major excursion destination for TB
patients and visitors to Silver City.
(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, Pogson Photo Album, Az606-1)

diversions. The couple took excursions, went to baseball games, and attended
the movies. Summer was the time when touring performing artists managed to stop at all the small towns, and the couple went to the circus, the
rodeo, and a visiting wild west show. Each event became an opportunity to
describe the local culture.
The trip to the Santa Rita copper mine and to the Hurley smelters with
Eleanor and Arthur's new friends, W. S. and Bella Cox, was one highpoint
of their visit. The Coxes had an automobile, which was a treat. They visited
the rolling mill and power house at Hurley, which had opened only two
years earlier and crushed three thousand tons of ore a day. At Santa Rita
they saw the open-pit copper mine of the Chino Copper Company. Arthur
especially enjoyed these visits and the company of fellow businessman Cox?
Baseball games and bronco busting were popular entertainments in the
summer months. Local newspapers followed the rivalry of baseball teams
closely. The Silver City contests with Hurley were especially important to

350 ~

ILL.

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

13.

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 3

A BASEBALL GAME BETWEEN SILVER CITY AND HURLEY

This sporting contest, a major event, always drew large crowds.
(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, Pogson Photo Album,

A2787-1)

the population. In September the teams traded wins, first Silver City was
triumphant, then the Hurley miners. Hurley also played the Santa Rita team.
In September 1912, front-page stories in the Silver City Enterprise reported
baseball games as "nonpareil," with groups ofloyal rooters traveling between
the small towns. Eleanor was not impressed when locals closed up the stores
to attend each game. The town newspaper also registered individual team
members' curve balls, dropped balls, and home runs. Although Eleanor
called the spectacle "a regular farce," she and Arthur watched a game again,
and stayed afterward to watch another favorite exhibition of local prowess,
bronco busting. That did not impress her either: "There was nothing to it at
all hardly."54
Eleanor also mentioned attending the movie show. The Airdome Theater, housed in a square tin building, must have been an inconvenient affair, perhaps with folding chairs. Before the couple left Silver City, owners
started to build a new theater, promising swivel opera chairs, a player piano,
and other amenities. Unfortunately, the new theater did not open until after
they left town. Movies seem not to have provided much entertainment for
Eleanor. 55
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ILL. 14. THE AIRDOME MOVIE THEATER

Built in 1909, this theater was the only one in town during Eleanor and
Arthur's stay in Silver City in 1912.

(Photograph courtesy Silver City Museum, John Harlan Collection,

00208)

The visiting circus did not attract Eleanor either. "Probably it will be
another one of those country circuses like we have seen before," she mused,
but she admitted that Arthur would probably want to go when it arrived.
Visiting Silver City on 9 September 1912, the Jones Circus was a typical
traveling show of the time, with Shetland ponies in military maneuvers,
drills, and marches; a herd of performing elephants; funny clowns; a troupe
of]apanese acrobats and jugglers; and a high-wire artist. Capacity audiences
thronged the two performances, and the local paper described it as one of
the best small exhibitions on the road. The Barnum and Bailey Circus was
also touring, and although it stopped only at Deming, the newspaper predicted groups from Silver City would plan to attend. Eleanor reported nothing about the Jones Circus, nor did she say whether she and Arthur had
traveled to Deming for the bigger, better-advertised Barnum and Bailey
Circus. Chances are that the couple did go to the local circus. 56
Either from boredom, the couple's impending departure, or a willingness to join the locals for entertainment, Eleanor's attitude seemed over
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time to soften toward what the small town had to offer in the way of amusement. The Beasley's Carnival pitched its tents south of the ball park during
the third week of September 1912. The merry-go-round was especially popular with the old and young. The carnival stayed over on Sunday so that
people coming into town for the baseball game could attend the shows, and
then went to Deming for the Luna county fair. 57
Eleanor and Arthur went to the Elks carnival in late September. During the three-day event, the carnival raised about twelve hundred dollars
for a new building fund. The Elks offered keno in which winning the
"Mystery Package" meant going home with four Guinea pigs. For the raffle,
merchants donated everything from beer to bridal sets and a silk umbrella.
Dancing and refreshments provided by the "Elks' wives" completed the
gala affair. Eleanor did not disparage the Elks carnival as she had the earlier events. 58
Soon Eleanor got caught up in the excitement over Kit Carson's Buffalo
Ranch Wild West and Trained Wild Animal Exhibition, which arrived in
early October to give two performances. Eleanor was amazed by the throngs
of people who crowded into town. "The streets full of people-Mexicans,
Negroes and all and there was such a buzz of excitement in the air for there
is provided a parade about twelve thirty," she wrote that day to Charlotte.
She and Arthur, who had just returned from their visit with Margaret, hurriedly ate dinner and joined the excited throng. The people, Eleanor wrote,
were like children in their excitement, but she went on, "You would laugh
to see how childish and interested we all can be over a little thing like that."
Entertainment in small towns was infrequent enough to turn even the most
sophisticated urbanite into an eager participant.
This exhibition was the highlight of the couple's visit. For here was a
railroad show from what they imagined had been the real "wild west." Show
advertisements boasted that it was the largest wild west show from the biggest ranch in the world. The exhibition had a menagerie of trained wild
animals, a collection of cowboys and girls, vaqueros, senoritas, guardes rurales
(rural guards), lariat champions, rough riders, pony express veterans, clowns,
and Prince Botloine's troupe of Russian Cossacks. The show had bands of
Sioux, Cheyenne, and Comanche Indians to perform dances and Indian
fights. 59
The Kit Carson Wild West Show proved a fitting conclusion to the
Harrises' trip to the "wild west" of Silver City. The exhibition was just one
of the many wild west shows that still visited rural areas. The heyday of such
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entertainment, however, was almost over. Buffalo Bill Cody took his more
famous show on the road for the last time in 1912 before auctioning it and its
name to pay his debts. Thomas F. Wiedermann, who owned the Kit Carson
show, combined elements from the more famous wild west shows, but his
exhibition operated only from 1911 to 1914, before it too folded. The irony
was that these shows, which had profited by creating a make-believe West of
long since-vanished big roundups and long drives, were now themselves
about to be replaced by yet another version of the West, one played out on
Hollywood movie screens. 60

The Local Culture and People
Despite their sometimes negative comments, Eleanor and Arthur enjoyed
and appreciated what local people did offer them. They developed an especially good relationship with the local livery owner, Robert Boulware. On
one occasion, he hitched up his hack to take Eleanor home from downtown Silver City as he thought it was too wet and cold for her to come back
on foot. "Wasn't that nice of him? How many people do you think we would
find at home who would think of offering such a thing," she wrote. Another
time, she described how Boulware had offered boarders his carriage to go to
a performance and added, "He really is the kindest and most thoughtful
man 1 have met since we have been here even if he is only a livery man."
Eleanor seemed not to have known that he was not "only a livery man."
Boulware was also a ranchman and stock raiser; he had been appointed
assistant sheriff and assessor; and he had just served as a representative in
the first meeting of the state legislature. 61
By the end of September 1912, Eleanor's overall assessment of Silver City
and its inhabitants had improved considerably:
[I am] beginning to like this little town in some ways. People are very
cordial to one another. They always seem to be prepared to like new
people until there is something to dislike them for. At home it seems
just the other way. At least around our little village. They really dislike
newcomers until they make them feel otherwise which is sometimes a
discouraging and tedious undertaking. 1 think it is hardly worth while
oftentimes much as you wish for friends.... It seems so much easier to
talk to people out here. Have had some very good times arguing on
different subjects. 62
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The trip to Silver City, Arthur reported, had been an exceptional experience, one in which they had really learned quite a bit. The pace of western
life impressed both Arthur and Eleanor, although she seemed rather more
impatient than he. Arthur wrote of western life: "You would surely change
if you were to move out here. There is little of the hurry we are so familiar
with back East and people seem to live just the sam'e & enjoy things. Of
course they are out of doors much more than we and that helps. There are
lots of rough looking people here but the majority seem to have their heart
in the right place." Eleanor wrote of the change of pace as well. The boarding-house keeper, Mrs. Johnson, once remarked as they walked up the hill
toward the house, that Eleanor "did not belong in Silver City," because she
walked so fast. "People seem to have entirely lost the act of even a little bit of
hurry here," Eleanor commented, feeling like "a steam engine" compared
to Mrs. Pollock who, although thorough as the housekeeper of the boarding
house, completed her chores only as necessary.6J
In her letters home, Eleanor made few comments about the people who
worked at the San. Although one patient at the nuns' hospital had commented on the kindness and care she had received from one Hispanic and
one Japanese man who worked there, Eleanor only commented upon the
kindness of an Anglo nurse at the San who had made a special cake. Otherwise, the serving staff remained invisible in her letters.
Eleanor's observations from a distance indicated that Silver City was more
than just a giant hospital for TB patients. The population of Silver City and
its environs was clearly mixed and not made up mainly of health seekers.
Eleanor noted that blacks and many Hispanics were among the crowds at
entertainments. There were several Chinese families, and the local newspaper reported Mrs. O. D. Wing and her daughter, of the Wing family who
owned the American Kitchen, vacationed in Chicago, as it reported other
activities of community members. The local paper also reported, with seeming approval, a couple from Nogales, Arizona, Joe Yim and Danutila
Rodriguez, married in Silver City because Arizona prohibited intermarriage there while New Mexico laws were "more lenient." Yim was a wealthy
Chinese restaurant owner and Rodriguez of Mexican ancestry.64
Silver City had a life of its own, especially when entertainment drew the
entire population together. Mining families from Hurley and Tyrone mingled
with cowboys, goat herders, and ranch families from over the hills. A city
merchant, insurance agent, banker, probate judge, and sheriff might show
up along with a teacher, carpenter, music teacher, confectioner, insurance
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agent, or even a sex worker or two. Along with the large population of settlers and health seekers from other parts of the United States, there were
many native New Mexicans, immigrants from Mexico, Chinese families,
and workers from Canada, Great Britain, Germany, Russia, Poland, Italy,
and Sweden. 65
It remains true, however, that health seekers accounted for a great many
of the nonworking population-those reported by physicians who died of
tuberculosis, who were cured, or gave lip and went home. At least one-third
of the almost one thousand deaths reported in Grant County between 1907
and 1918 were from tuberculosis. For every patient who died, hundreds more,
like Margaret and her family, spent almost a year seeking a cure. If no great
novel recorded their experiences, we do have letters, such as those from
Eleanor and Arthur Harris, which tell us much about that experience and
the life of a small New Mexican town, as the state passed from territory to
full statehood. That story is part of health history, but also a part of the
broader social history of the West.
In May of 1913, sixteen months after Eleanor and Margaret arrived to
begin her cure, the Silver City Enterprise carried this short notice: "Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Harris of Chicago arrived last week and departed Monday on
their return home accompanied by Mr. Harris' sister Mrs. E. Elliott who
has been a patient at the Cottage Sanatorium."66
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Rethinking the Establecimientos
WHY APACHES SETILED ON SPANISH-RUN RESERVATIONS,

17 86- 1793

Matthew Babcock

W

ithin the first seven months after Viceroy Bernardo de Galvez issued
his well-known "Instructions for Governing the Interior Provinces of
New Spain" in late August 1786, three groups of Apaches sought peace at
Spanish presidios in Sonora and Nueva Vizcaya, both frontier provinces of
northern New Spain.' The Chiricahuas acted first. On 10 September 1786,
several bands requested peace with .Ensign Domingo de Vergara in their
Chiricahua mountain homeland north of the presidial line in Sonora.
Vergara, a native of Eibar in the Basque Country of Spain, was an effective
and well-respected field officer and diplomat in the Opata garrison at
Bacoachi. After more than three weeks of talks in the Apacherfa, Chief
Isose and twenty-three Chiricahua emissaries, including some Spanish-born
captives who had married into the tribe, accompanied Vergara to the Spanish presidio of Fronteras, where they discussed the prospects of settling near
Bacoachi. In December twenty Chiricahua families camped near the garrisoned town, and by mid-March 1787, more than a hundred families had
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moved into the district, constituting well over four hundred people. 2 Simultaneously, three hundred miles to the east, eight Mescalero headmen, whose
bands numbered more than two hundred families, made peace with Capt.
Domingo Diaz at Presidio del Norte, which stood at the confluence of the
Rio Conchos and the Rio Grande in northeastern Nueva Vizcaya. Lastly, as
the snow began to melt off the highest peaks of the western Sierra Madre,
eastern Chiricahuas, whom Spaniards called Mimbrefios, sought peace in
northwestern Nueva Vizcaya. Two Mimbrefio chiefs, Inclan (known as El
Zurdo or "the left-handed one" to the Spaniards) and Nataniju, presented
themselves to Lt. Col. Antonio Cordero at Janos Presidio that same March,
stating they wished to settle at El Paso del Norte and in the San Buenavenhlf?
valley. By early April, two Mimbrefio camps stood within half a league of
San Buenaventura Presidio, and a month later Cordero estimated that five
hundred peaceful Mimbrefios had moved into the surrounding valley.3
Why did so many Athapaskan groups from the Rio Pecos to the Rio Gila
decide to give up their independence and frequent livestock raids on Spanish settlements, which they had enjoyed for more than a century, to settle
on reservations? Few scholars have adequately addressed this question. 4 I
argue that Apaches settled in these fixed locations for three main reasons:
protection from Spanish soldiers and Indian enemies, material benefits
gained within the system, and the realization that they could manipulate
the system to work in their favor. In other words, Apaches settled on reservations for many of the same reasons that Indian groups across Spanish America
entered Catholic missions. That soldiers tried to make Indians materially
dependent rather than convert them to Catholicism as the first step in the
acculturation process serves as the principal difference between Spanish
reservations and missions. 5
Specialists understand that Apaches and Euroarnericans have a long history of contact dating back at least to the Spanish colonization of New Mexico
in the 159os.6 Few historians of the nineteenth-century American West, however, are aware that thousands of Apaches, including the relatives of wellknown future chiefs such as Juan Jose Compa, Mangas Coloradas, and
Cochise, entered Spanish reservations nearly a century before Geronimo's
surrender in 1886. Frequently these same scholars mistakenly assume that
the Spanish and Mexican military only minimally impacted Apache culture, their soldiers "could do next to nothing to control the Apaches," and
Apaches' first significant contact with outsiders began when Anglo Americans entered the region in significant numbers during the 1840s.7 Mexican
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scholars, on the other hand, are much better versed in Apache history prior
to 1846. They, too, however, regard Apaches as indios bdrbaros or savages
owing to the escalation of Apache raiding in northern Mexico during the
183os.8 Even most regional specialists concur that Apache groups never made
lasting peace agreements with Spaniards. These historians view the mission, not the presidio, as the primary institution for "civilizing" Apaches in
the region and ignore the presidio's role as a reservation agency.9
Challenging these assumptions, this essay examines Apache motives for
entering a forgotten system of reservation-like establecimientos (establishments or settlements) during the 1780s, where some groups of Arivaipas,
Pinalefios, and Tcmtos-collectively dubbed Western Apaches by twentieth-century anthropologists-and Mescaleros and Chiricahuas had resided
for more than forty years. Borderlands specialists may be surprised to learn
that although Spaniards routinely used the expression Apaches de paz
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(Apaches at peace), they did not use establecimientos de paz. This phrase
and its various English equivalents-peace establishments or peace settlements - have been concocted by Mexican and American scholars. Although
"reservation;' is not a literal translation of establecimiento either, this term
more accurately reflects the degree of control the Spanish military exercised over peaceful Apache communities and places the system in a broader
comparative context. 1O In his "Instructions for Dealing with Apaches at
Peace," which refined the policy of the deceased Viceroy Galvez, commander-in-chief of the Interior Provinces Pedro de Nava ordered in 1791
that "The territory that each [Apache] rancherfa occupies should be specified, as well as the distance from the principal post." Every week Spanish
officers recorded the rations and supplies they issued to Apaches in an account book. Each month commanding officers recorded the total number
ofApaches in each band, noting marital status, gender, and age. IfApaches
left their specified boundaries for any reason, they had to obtain a written
passport from the commandeL II
"Reserved areas for indigenous populations," then, were not simply a
product of the nineteenth-century United States. They began on Spanish
and British colonial frontiers in Europe, North Mrica, and North America,
where the establecimientos constituted one of the most extensive systems
on the continent. 12 Although Apaches would come and go frequently from
the presidios in the early years, the peaceful Apache population had stabilized and begun to grow by 1790. Approximately two thousand Apaches,
from a variety of tribes that Spaniards called Mescaleros, Faraones,
Mimbrefios, Chiricaguis, Gilefios, and Tontos, had settled in eight
establecimientos situated near seven presidios in Nueva Vizcaya and Sonora
and in the sparsely inhabited agricultural community of Sabinal, south of
Belen on the Rio Grande in New Mexico by 1793.!3 Some of these bands
would remain at peace well into the Mexican national period, until presidial
troops stopped issuing rations to them in 1831.
Protection
Portions of all Apache groups sought protection from the intensified
offensives of Spanish soldiers and their growing number of Indian allies
between 1786 and 1793. The Mescaleros made peace at Presidio del Norte
in 1787 partly because it offered refuge from the military operations of Spanish
troops and their Indian allies, including the Comanches and Jicarillas. The
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situation west of the Rio Grande was more complex. Spaniards intended to
squeeze the Chiricahuas and Mimbrefios between three pincers: Spanish,
Pima, and Opata garrisons from the south; Spanish troops, Pueblo auxiliaries, Navajos, and Utes from the north; and Comanches from the east. Not
all, however, went as planned. Spaniards and Indians succeeded in pushing
many bands southward. Apaches could still find food in the pine-oak forests
of the western Sierra Madre and free-range cattle herds of exposed Spanish
ranches, and very few of those groups living west of the Rio Grande requested peace because of military pressure alone.
After nearly a century of warfare between Spaniards and Apaches in northern New Spain, the accommodation they reached in the late 1780s represented a profound military change, which Borderlands scholars have
generally attributed to Spanish military pressure. "Probably the greatest
military advantage which the Spaniards enjoyed over the Indians," historian Donald E. Worcester has argued, "was their organization and discipline. Even the most warlike tribes rarely could resist a well-concerted
charge."14 Worcester's statement ignores the Spanish military's limited success in making well-concerted charges on Apaches for most of the eighteenth century because of the tribe's high degree of organization in their
raiding and warfare. Apaches outnumbered Spanish troops and were difficult to engage directly. After striking quickly at night, Apache warriors retreated to remote and rugged regions of the sierras, where the Spanish could
not easily surprise them, horses traveled with difficulty, and water sources
were hard to find. As a result, Spanish presidiales (presidio troops) frequently
returned from campaigns with their horses broken down and provisions
completely exhausted, waiting several months to be resuppliedY
By the 1780s, however, Spaniards had abandoned the "well-concerted
charge." Rather than relying on European linear tactics to defeat Apache
warriors in open battle, frontier officers began reforming their approach to
warfare by applying guerrilla or Indian-style tactics. Although Bourbon bureaucrats in Madrid, Spain, and Mexico City encouraged the heightened
militarization of New Spain's northern frontier in the late eighteenth century, the impetus for many of the reforms stemmed from the periphery rather
than the core. Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, for example, responded to the poor state of the region's defenses by increasing northern
New Spain's troops by 932 men between 1776 and 1783. A large percentage
of the addition consisted of companies of trapa ligera or light troops, who
wore lighter armor and carried fewer weapons and horses and more mules
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than typical presidial soldiers. These troops could move more quickly than
ordinary cavalry whether on horseback in flat terrain or on foot in rugged
terrain. Field officers continued to standardize guerrilla tactics under commanders-in-chiefFelipe de Neve and Jacobo Ugarte's leadership in the 1780s.
Tucson captain Pedro de Allande, for example, wrote that he and his men
often spent "the cold nights without a campfire" in an effort to "more surely
surprise and punish" Apaches. Coahuila governor Juan de Ugalde took further steps. His frontier-born Spanish scouts wore buckskin breeches and
jackets and carried brown cloaks and blankets, which Ugalde believed "the
best color to prevent their being seen from afar." Similarly, his men carried
muskets with barrels of blued steel to prevent their flashing in the sunlight.
When attacking Mescaleros, his scouts even wore Mescalero moccasins so
that their tracks would not alert the enemy of their presence. Ugalde also
employed other Indian tactics, such as advancing only at night when his
troops were close to Apache rancherfas· (settlements or encampments), attacking at dawn, and dividing into separate squads of fourteen men each to
maximize surprise and avoid detection. 16
Like these other frontier officers, Viceroy Galvez, who had personally
fought Apaches before assuming office in Mexico City in 1785, believed
that attacking Apaches in their own camps was the only effective way of
punishing them and bringing peace to the frontier. To increase the effectiveness of these operations, Galvez advocated additional tactical changes.
First, he wanted small parties of regular troops commanded by seasoned
frontier officers to do the fighting. By keeping the detachments between 150
and 200 men and further dividing them upon attack, he hoped that he could
retain an element of surprise. He also believed that regular troops were
better at finding pasture and water and staying quiet than frontier militia. 17
Along with stealth, timed offensives and increased coordination were
two of the key tactical changes that enabled Spanish troops to reach more
Apache families in their camps. Spanish officers were well aware that Apache
groups, such as the Mescaleros, typically traveled southward to lower elevations at the approach of winter and southern groups moved northward to
higher elevations in the summer. On 22 July 1777, Irish-born inspector-inchief Hugo O'Conor reported that troops would carry out special punitive
campaigns "against the western Apaches who inhabit the sierras of
Chiricagui, Gila, and that of the Mimbres, from which the immoderate
colds of the months of December, January and February oblige them therefore to seek refuge in other areas of more moderate temperature." O'Conor
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wanted three divisions to converge on Apaches in the Sierra del Hacha (the
Hatchet Mountains in present southwestern New Mexico) from different
directions, "where, as in other indicated places, they will surely find the
enemies occupied making mescal, which forms a great part of their subsistence." O'Conor also aimed to capitalize on the next Apache migratory
shift. He understood that in mid-April these same Indians returned northward with their mescal crop to the Sierra de los Mimbres "to plant their
corns, beans, and squash in the canyons of that same sierra." Here, O'Conor
thought, was a second time to ambush the Apaches, when they were sedentary and most vulnerable. O'Conor believed 250 men commanded by an
officer who knew their territory would be sufficient to accomplish the task. ls
When New Mexico governor Fernando de la Concha lengthened the
duration of these expeditions into the Apacherfa in 1788, they became even
more effective. In 1784 Concha's predecessor, Juan Bautista de Anza, had
initiated a system of monthly campaigns, departing between 15 July and
early November, into the Gila and Mimbres mountains. Concha, however,
quickly recognized the futility of the policy. Given that the ranges lay more
than one hundred leagues from Santa Fe and took two weeks to reach on a
one-month campaign, troops only fought for two days. Instead, in the summer of 1788, Concha implemented a new tactical plan: departing in late
August, two columns converged on the same mountain ranges and operated for sixty to seventy days.19
In general troops from Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, and New Mexico effectively organized their offensives to maximize military pressure on the
Apaches. Forces in Coahuila and Texas, because of policy differences toward the Apaches, worked together much less efficiently. Finally, the least
successful coordination was demonstrated in defensive operations in all these
provinces. The increased level of offensive cooperation in the late colonial
period stands in marked contrast to the highly localized offensive and defensive Indian campaigns that presidiales waged previously and to which
northern Mexican militias would revert between 1821 and 1846.20
In addition to tactical changes, Spanish officials made important personnel changes in their military offensives in the 1770S and 1780s. Their primary goal focused on the use of peaceful Indians, including Apaches de
paz, as auxiliaries to intimidate and dishearten independent Apaches "to
such a degree that one or more of the Apache groups sue for peace." Between 1777 and 1784, Croix and Neve pragmatically increased the overall
fighting strength of northern New Spain's chronically undermanned presidial
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troops by employing Opata- and Pima-mission Indians in their own separate fighting units, rather than as auxiliaries alongside Spanish troops. Commanded in the field by their own elected officers, these Native-manned
flying companies proved especially effective in combating Apache groups
west of the Rio Grande in the 1780s from posts at Bavispe, Bacoachi, and
Tubac in Sonora. 21
Although Croix primarily utilized these troops to defend their settlements
from Apache attacks, the succeeding commanders-in-chief, beginning with
Neve, employed them offensively in the Apacherfa. In contrast to Spanish
presidiales, Neve wrote in 1783, "Indian companies ... have the known
advantage of not casting shadows, making noise, or making a cloud of dust;
they conceal themselves with ease, even in flat terrain, and they discover
the enemy and are able to surprise them with more frequency and certainty." As infantry these Indians were especially valuable in operations
against Native camps hidden in the Apacherfa's remote and broken terrain,
where Spanish cavalry could not penetrate. Thus, Opata- and Pima-mission Indians, who were motivated to fight for the Spaniards because they,
too, suffered grievously from Apache raids, made significant headway against
Apache groups west of the Rio Grande; their successes helped compel some
Apache bands to make peace.n
In the late 1780s, when the majority of Apaches first entered the
establecimientos, these mixed ethnic forces from Sonora and Nueva Vizcaya
worked in tandem with Pueblo auxiliaries and Spanish troops who operated
from New Mexico and drove Gilefio Apaches southward. Much like Pimas
and Opatas in Sonora, Pueblos had loyally served Spanish interests for most
of the eighteenth century, beginning with their first unified campaign against
Faraon Apaches in the Sandia Mountains during the spring of 1704. By the
mid-eighteenth century, Spaniards had organized Pueblos into separate infantry units, with the same command structure later employed by Croix,
and increasingly used them in offensive military campaigns. Although Pueblo
auxiliaries did not utilize firearms or horses to any significant degree until
after 1800, Spanish officials praised their agility, physical stamina, and knowledge of Apache territory and fighting tactics. They provided the backbone
of Native assistance to New Mexicans in their Gilefio campaigns from 1786
to 1788, and clearly influenced some Apaches to seek peaceY
In addition to employing mission Indians, as part of Ugarte's so-called
"grand strategy" for bringing the Apaches to peace, Spanish officers formed
military alliances with different Native groups. Texas governor Domingo
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Cabello signed a peace treaty with eastern Comanches in San Antonio in
October 1785, and New Mexico governor Anza reached a similar agreement with western Comanche divisions in Santa Fe in February 1786. Helping Spaniards fight Apaches was in no way a concession on the Comanches'
part. They had been waging war on Apaches since their arrival on the Southern Plains from the Great Basin in the early eighteenth century. In the fall
of 1776, Comanches dealt a significant blow to eastern Apaches when they
slaughtered three hundred families who were butchering buffalo along the
Rio Colorado in Texas. Indeed, responding to Comanche, rather than Spanish, territorial expansion, the Lipanes, Mescaleros, and Jicarillas chose to
move to the southern and western peripheries of the buffalo Plains. 24
Jicarilla Apaches and Utes, who had guided and fought alongside Governor Anza's New Mexican forces against the Comanches in 1779, also agreed
to join Spanish military campaigns against the Apaches in New Mexico.
The Jicarillas strengthened their alliance in New Mexico by campaigning
with Santa Fe presidial soldiers against Mescalero Apaches in the Sierra
Blanca in October 1787 in exchange for Spanish military protection on their
fall buffalo hunt into the Comancherfa. The Utes had been loyal Spanish
allies in New Mexico since at least 1735 and had served as auxiliaries against
Comanches since the 1760s. Perhaps because the smallpox epidemic of 1781
nearly exterminated them, the Utes agreed to an alliance with the
Comanches in 1786. Now with the Comanches at peace, Anza urged the
Utes to redirect their campaigns to southwest of Santa Fe against the Gila
Apaches. 25
Finally, on the western front, Governor Anza succeeded in weakening
the nine-year Gilefio-Navajo alliance, which Spaniards had been trying to
break since 1783. Combining the threat of Comanche attacks with a trade
ban, Anza pressured a faction of the Athapaskan-speaking Navajos into severing their alliance with Gilefio Apaches in March 1786. Navajos agreed to
war on them instead. Navajo leaders Carlos and Antonio Pinto told Anza
that their tribe had suffered from famine as a result of the ban, indicating
that the reestablishment of trade with Pueblos and Spaniards appears to
have been a strong motivation for making peace. 26 Comanches and Navajos
eventually launched a series of attacks on eastern and western Apache
rancherfas both with Spanish forces and independently between the summer of 1786 and the summer of 1790.
In practice, however, no matter how impressive these alliances appeared
on paper, Comanches, Navajos, and Utes contributed little to Spanish
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campaigns against Mimbrefios and Chiricahuas. In four joint campaigns
originating from New Mexico in 1786 and 1787, Comanches, Spaniards,
Pueblos, and Navajos killed or captured only twenty-five Apaches living
west of the Rio Grande, while Comanches alone suffered thirteen casualties. Comanches might have been more excited about fighting alongside
Spaniards had they received the quantity of weapons and supplies promised
them in the 1786 treaty. Instead, because of budget limitations, Commanderin-chief Ugarte could only afford to furnish the most well-known chiefs
with muskets, and he ordered presidial captains to supply Comanche allies
with cigarros (cigars), sugar, and the bare minimum of food to sustain them
on their campaigns. Comanches also lost faith in the dependability of Spanish troops when Ensign Salvador Rivera's men retreated during the heat of
battle in September 1787, leaving only Comanches to fight the Mimbrefios.
Finally, no evidence indicates that Utes served on any expeditions against
the Apaches. Instead, Utes and Comanches continued to attack each other
after 1786, and eventually broke their unstable alliance in early 1792.27
Just as they did prior to 1786, Comanches achieved the best results against
eastern Apaches when fighting them independently from the Spaniards. In
late April 1787, after Lt. Col. Juan de Ugalde had spent months tracking
eastern Apache bands unsuccessfully, Comanches wiped out a large
Mescalero band at a waterhole, where tobacco grew, near El Paso del Norte.
At the end ofJuly 1787, ninety-five Comanche allies, under chiefYsampampi,
led a successful campaign against the Faraon Apaches at the southern end
of the Sierra Blanca range. The Comanches killed five Faraones, took thirtyfive captives, and captured sixteen horses, while they suffered only five casualties. By mid-January 1788, Ugarte believed that the Comanches had
successfully driven the Apaches out of the Sierra Blanca and noted that
they also pursued them in the Rio Grande valley.28
The extent of the Spanish-Navajo alliance in the west should also not be
exaggerated. In June 1785, prior to the negotiation of an alliance by New
Mexico governor Anza, the Navajos participated in their most successful
punitive expedition, during which five headmen led 150 Navajos and 94
Pueblo auxiliaries from Laguna Pueblo to Gilefio Apache camps in the
Datil Mountains, west of present-day Socorro, New Mexico. The expedition killed more than forty Gilefios with only two Navajo casualties. The
high number of Gilefio casualties probably resulted from the Navajos divulging the hidden locations of the Apaches' rancherfas. At this time, Navajos had a strong incentive to comply with Spanish interests: they wanted
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Anza to resanction Spanish trade in New Mexico. The majority of the Navajos, including the principal Navajo diplomat Antonio El Pinto, however,
continued to honor their raiding and trading alliances with Apache groups
west of the Rio Grande. z9 To that end, Navajos may have used Spanish horses,
muskets, and ammunition for their own purposes when raiding Spanish settlements or exchanging with Apaches.
"Suffering no doubt from the invasions of their mountain strongholds by
Anza's New Mexican forces and new Navaho allies," the Mimbrenos, according to one scholar, requested peace at Janos in May 1787.30 Yet no hard
evidence supports this statement. As we have seen, Navajos launched only
one significant attack on western Apache camps in 1785. Furthermore, Navajos had close kinship and political ties to multiple Chiricahua groups,
including the ones who made peace. Navajo chief Kasgoslan, for example,
was the brother of the prominent "peaceful" Chiricahua chief El Compa,
who settled first at Bacoachi and later at Janos. At Mimbreno chiefEl Zurdo's
request, Kasgoslan and several other Navajo leaders even took part in the
peace proceedings with the Mimbrenos at Janos in the spring of 1787.31 Thus,
the Navajos could exert their geopolitical influence in a variety of ways
beyond the bounds of Spanish control.
More important was that although each Indian alliance had its own limitations, they worked well enough together, combined with the Comanches'
efforts east of the Rio Grande, to influence most Mescaleros and some
Chiricahua and Western Apache bands to move southward. By employing
O'Conor's and Concha's tactical changes and relying on the scouting skills
of Indian allies, these coordinated multiethnic expeditions succeeded in
reaching Apache camps more frequently in the 1780s than ever beforesometimes with devastating effect. On 24 May 1786, after spotting Apache
fires in the Florida Mountains, Spanish and Opata troops attacked the camp,
killing five Indians and "burn[ing] down the rancherfa with an incredible
amount of pillage without even leaving the poles of the huts."When troops
failed to kill or capture Apaches or destroy their homes, they targeted their
crops. In September 1788, Antonio El Pinto guided Concha to a "halfmatured" eastern Chiricahua cornfield near the Mimbres Mountains. Although
the Apaches remained beyond his troops' grasp, Concha "had the ears pulled
off the stalks and trampled by the horses before the eyes of three Apaches,"
who stood on a nearby mountaintop. Five days later, when Concha's scouts
looked for Apache tracks, they "found and destroyed a cornfield in the
direction of the Tecolote [probably the Cuchillo Negro Mountains]." As

374 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 3

Concha undoubtedly knew, corn began to ripen in September, and Apaches
harvested it in October. 32 Clearly, as Spaniards intensified their offensives
on Apache camps just before harvest time, they disrupted the eastern
Chiricahua food supply. Targeting Apache crops, however, unwittingly encouraged many Apaches to resort to raiding for subsistence at the same time
other Spanish officials were asking presidiales to "teach" settled Apaches
how to farm outside the presidios. Apaches, then, still had options besides
making peace with Spaniards.
Some Spanish officials, such as commanders-in-chief Croix and Neve,
also hoped to deprive Apaches of their staple mescal plant. In 1780, after
researching the plant as carefully as a twenty-first-century botanist, however, Croix's legal advisor Pedro Galindo Navarro determined that mescal
was far too abundant to wipe out. The plant "naturally increased without
cultivation, nor any care in almost all of the lands ofthese provinces," Galindo
Navarro wrote, and "it is so prevalent that the Apaches subsist on it during
the seasons." Coordinated Spanish campaigns threatened their safety, especially in their low-elevation winter camps, but Mescalero and Chiricahua
Apaches continued to eat mescal during this period. As Galindo Navarro
observed, some Apache groups made "their annual harvest (which they call
mescalear) in the Paraje de la Boca and other harvests not far from Janos
presidio, where the plants reproduce with the most abundance." Harvest
locales, then, represented another reason some Apaches likely sought peace.
Women and children, who were especially vulnerable to capture when they
gathered mescal along southward facing arroyos and mountain slopes from
November to May, could clearly benefit from Spanish protection. Apache
women also needed a reliable water source to process mescal hearts, and
presidios were generally situated along river valleys.J3
Once Apaches de paz began joining Spanish offensives in the late 1780s,
independent Apaches' need for protection grew stronger. During the winter
of 1788, Chiricahuas de paz at Bacoachi began guiding Spaniards northward to Mimbrefio camps. The Spanish-born captive Jose Gonzales commanded the Apache auxiliaries on the expedition and personally killed or
captured ten Apaches. Ugarte promoted Gonzales to ensign and noted that
the Chiricahuas' intimate knowledge of the Apacherfa enabled Spaniards
to locate numerous hidden Apache camps for the first time. Chiricahuas de
paz also demonstrated their effectiveness south of the presidio line in Nueva
Vizcaya, where their efforts in the western Sierra Madre directly influenced the Mimbrefio leader Yagonglf, or Ojos Colorados as the Spaniards
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called him, to seek peace at Janos in March 1790. Finally, ChiefNautilnilce's
Aravaipa Apache auxiliaries, who settled at Tucson in January 1793, killed
seven "rebellious" Western Apaches "whose heads he presented to the commander" in April. This attack, along with repeated Aravaipa offensives made
in conjunction with Spanish troops, persuaded chiefs Quitola and
Quinanzos and sixty-nine Western Apaches to make peace at Tucson in
spring 1793. 14 Although mission and independent Indians initially operated
together to elevate the success of Spanish campaigns in the West, the addition ofApaches de paz compelled even more independent Apaches to settle
near the presidios.
The scenario east of the Rio Grande was different in one major respect:
the most intense military pressure came from the north rather than the
south. Based on their own testimony to Spanish officials, Mescalero Apaches
sought peace with Spaniards at posts in Nueva Vizcaya primarily because
they wanted protection from Comanche aggression. Two high-ranking Spanish officers explained that no single Spanish or Comanche attack prompted
the Mescaleros to request peace initially from Ensign Juan Francisco
Granados in February 1787. Instead, the Indians realized that they were
trapped between these two superior military forces, the Comanches posing
a greater threat than the Spaniards. Like numerous other eastern Apache
groups since the mid-eighteenth century, the Mescaleros specifically told
Capt. Domingo Dfaz that they sought relief from Comanche attacks and
asked that Spanish troops escort them during their annual fall buffalo hunt
northward into the Comancherfa. Inspector-in-chief Jose Antonio Rengel
further validated the Mescaleros' claim when he offered two of their chiefs,
Patule el Grande and El Quemado, the option of settling in the abandoned
agricultural community of Los Tiburcios near El Paso in present-day Chihuahua. In large part, Rengel presented this opportunity to the Apache chiefs,
so they would be farther away from the Comanches' rapid southward expansion. 35 Finally, in December 1787, after the Mescaleros had been residing at Presidio del Norte for nine months, Ugarte reported, "The Mescaleros
did not dare to retreat to the North out of fear of meeting Comanche groups
that cross in pursuit of them and the Gilefios."
Other Mescalero bands sought peace at El Paso for the same reasons. On
22 May 1787, an Apache chief, camped north of the Rio Grande in the
Sacramento or Organ Mountains, asked Rengel to settle at El Paso. The
Apache chief told Rengel he feared the Comanches, who had just wiped
out a large Mescalero band in late April, and promised to return in three
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days with his people. J6 This story, then, shows a clear correlation between a
Comanche attack and Apaches seeking peace for protection.
Spanish military pressure was also a factor in the Mescalero decision to
make peace at Presidio del Norte in 1787, but it came from the south, not
the north. According to Chief Zapato Tuerto, as soon as the Mescaleros
learned that Coahuila governor Ugalde was returning to the frontier in February to attack them, they started negotiating. In fact the "skittishness" the
Mescaleros displayed in their initial encounter with Granados's men may
have been a consequence of their mistaking him for Ugalde. Even after
Granados dispelled this initial concern, however, the Mescaleros still had
good reason to be suspicious. Less than five years earlier, in April 1782, a
Mescalero headman, who had been leading raids in the rugged and desolate Bolson de Mapimf that stretched across Coahuila, Nueva Vizcaya, and
Durango, claimed that he had requested peace in El Paso because of Ugalde's
attacks. Commander-in-chief Croix agreed to discuss peace with him, provided that the Mescaleros ceased their raiding at Mapimf and Cuencame
and surrendered. Three headmen and 137 Apaches came in, but Croix deceived them, deporting the group to the interior as prisoners of war. This
prior experience with Spanish treachery and other similar incidences that
occurred among Chiricahuas and Mimbrei10s are vital to understanding
why peace-seeking Apaches were initially so distrustful of Spanish troops
despite promises of humane treatment. J7
The need for Spanish military protection alone was enough for some
Apaches to sit down at the bargaining table, but they only agreed to settle on
reservations with a lot of reassurance and many diplomatic concessions from
Spaniards. Although the Indians had previously settled at Presidio del Norte
in 1779, two months of preliminary negotiations passed before Spaniards
convinced the Mescaleros to return there. Even then, the Mescaleros carried a copy of the agreement from 1779 for leverage in the proceedings.
Only after significantly modifying the initial terms of the treaty to suit their
needs did the Mescaleros agree to come to Presidio del Norte again.
Similarly, Chiricahuas and Mimbrefios drove hard bargains with Ensign
Vergara before portions of those groups agreed to settle at Bacoachi and
Janos, respectively. In March 1787, at Janos, Ugarte sent Vergara three
Apaches de paz and two Spanish soldiers to assure the Mimbrefios residing
in the Sierra de la Bola that Spaniards would not kill or imprison their
emissaries again. Four days later, Vergara, accompanied by El Zurdo, four
young men, and four women, returned from the Mimbrefio camps. "The
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famous chief Nataniju," who had solicited peace at Janos with El Zurdo in
1778, promised to come down soon and settle in the San Buenaventura
valley. Shocked at the Apaches' compliance, Ugarte told Jose de Galvez, "I
confess to your Excellency that I am amazed ... by the wonderful judgments of God." Ugarte thought the Apaches west of the Rio Grande had
"the best intentions ofsettling in formal towns, ceasing their hostilities all at
once on our side and theirs." In Ugarte's view, Vergara deserved most of the
credit. During his "repeated departures" to their camps, Vergara had "courted
them with what he had been able to attract them with" and had won "their
confidence and affection." Ugarte rewarded Vergara for his efforts with a
promotion to first lieutenant and even recommended him for captain. Ugarte
also recommended that the king bestow special recognition on Vergara for
"his zeal, aptitude for war, generosity with which he has spent as much as
he had until he persisted, [and] thought and confidence that he warrants
from the Apaches, having been the principal instrument that God has chosen to put them in the good state that they are in."38

The Fruits of Peace
After more than a century of violent conflict and treacherous acts on both
sides, faithful diplomacy was essential to building trust between Spaniards
and Apaches. In addition to seeking Spanish military protection, Apaches
also wanted as many material benefits within the establecimientos as Spaniards were willing to offer them. These consisted of food rations, gifts, spoils
from battle, trading privileges in neighboring pueblos, and, most important
from an Apache perspective, the recovery of captured kinsmen. In exchange
Apaches agreed to return their Spanish-born captives and unbranded livestock, stop their raids into Spanish territory, and help Spaniards defeat other
independent Apache groups.
Apaches east and west of the Rio Grande requested food rations when
provisions were low as a result of environmental stress or the strains of war.
As a condition for making peace at Presidio del Norte in spring 1787, the
Mescaleros persuaded Capt. Domingo Dfaz to issue the bands rations although Ugarte's initial terms forbade this measure. Chiricahuas and
Mimbrefios also asked for rations at Bacoachi in the fall of 1786 and at Janos
in the spring of 1787.39
Apaches likely sought these provisions for three reasons. First, they wanted
to avoid the risk of ambush by their enemies, particularly the Comanches,
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while hunting, gathering, or farming in their own territory. Second, a prolonged regional drought may have diminished their food supply. The
Mescalero "Nation," Diaz explained, exists "in total poverty as much from
the small number of horses they have, as from the scarcity of rains of these
past years, [for] the harvest has not supplied them with their fruits, with
which they sustain themselves for part of the year." Spanish troops also suffered from this drought. Owing to "the scarcity of corn and other provisions" at Presidio del Norte, Diaz ordered three hundred fanegas (bushels)
of seeds from El Paso to supply the Mescaleros de paz for the rest of April
and May.40 Finally, early frosts resulting from the Little Ice Age, which lasted
approximately from 1300 to 1850, wiped out Spanish crops and probably
ravaged Apache plantings as well. The most devastating frost struck Nueva
Vizcaya on 27 August 1786, completely destroying the fall harvest. That same
year, Galvez wrote that Nueva Vizcaya was "a province notably afflicted
with the rigors of war and with illness and the scarcity of food." These losses
created a food shortage, prices skyrocketed, and famine and disease spread
across the region. According to Bishop Esteban Lorenzo de Tristan, half of
Nueva Vizcaya's population died. Galvez, in fact, died of a fever from this
same epidemic in 1786.41
The trend of drought, disease, and early frost continued from Durango
to the Rio Grande Valley in 1788 and lasted until 1789. Scholars have argued that Indian raiding increased because of these environmental pressures. 42 Yet, the large number of Apaches requesting rations at the
establecimientos suggests that some Indians responded to these same environmental stresses by making peace.
Like other Indian tribes of the Southwest, peace-seeking Apache bands
also routinely sought gifts from Spanish officials as a sign of their friendship. During the fall of1786, small groups ofChiricahuas filed into Fronteras,
Sonora, to verify the peace settlement at Bacoachi and to test the Spaniards'
willingness to help them. Several Chiricahua men requested and received
Spanish horses to transport their families to Bacoachi. The Mescaleros
seemed even more adept than the Chiricahuas at extracting Spanish concessions. When Rengel met with Mescalero chiefs El Quemado and Patule
in El Paso the following spring, he issued horses to both men, a Spanish suit
to El Quemado (Patule had received one already), and hats or shirts to each
of the six young men accompanying the chiefs. Likewise, instead of giving
gifts to a single principal chief as Ugarte had intended, Diaz bestowed gifts
on all eight Mescalero band leaders at El Norte and their kinsmen in June.
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These Spanish overtures held symbolic importance for Apaches. Whenever
someone gave a gift outright without requesting one in return, the Apaches
held the gift-giver in high esteem for his or her generosity and wealthY
By serving as scouts and auxiliaries in Spanish military campaigns, Apache
men could also acquire unbranded horses and other spoils from battle. Although they usually attacked rival Apache groups in addition to their own
kinsmen, peaceful Apache scouts and auxiliaries could still enhance their
prestige by redistributing these items as status goods among their people. 44
These material benefits translated into social and political power; peaceful
Apache chiefs and young men of rising status agreed to perform this scouting or war service both in treaty proceedings and in practice. They also had
valuable resources at their disposal to exchange as commodities with Spaniards and Native allies, including the Tarahumaras and the Navajos.
Finally, Spanish officials granted Apache men and women passports that
enabled them to trade animal skins, mescal, and other products with vecinos,
or townsfolk, in neighboring communities. In the treaty terms at Bacoachi
in 1786, Chiricahuas had secured an important concession: "to exchange
and sell their goods" in all Spanish towns without injury. Spanish officials
had typically tried to restrict all trade with Apaches because of the ongoing
war against them and their incorrect notion that Apaches were incapable of
producing any trade goods other than stolen livestock, the Indians' main
exchange commodity when under siege from all sides. Under normal circumstances, however, Chiricahuas manufactured a variety of trade products, including deer and antelope skins, mescal, coiled basketry, and pottery.
From an Apache perspective, gift exchange served as an important activity
for leaders seeking to enhance their political and social prestige and for the
establishment of fictive kinship ties with Spaniards. Western Apaches called
the custom ted6'di (to exchange gifts), and the process could be observed at
any time between members of the same sex. Its key component was usually
reciprocity: when an Apache man or woman gave a gift, such as a horse,
knife, or dress, they typically expected the other person to give something in
return. The parties involved did not need to exchange the same type of item
or even one of equal value. In fact, part of the fun was trying to obtain the
best bargain. 4s
Perhaps recovering their kinsmen, captured by Spanish soldiers and their
Indian allies on military campaigns, represented the most important reason
for Apaches to make peace. In response to Mescalero demands at Presidio
del Norte, Ugarte ordered that all Mescalero men, women, and children
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imprisoned in Chihuahua and Santa Rosa and employed in the workhouses
of Encinillas, Mexico, be returned to their people in April 1787. During the
fall of 1788, in another extraordinary case, Chiricahua chief El Compa,
named principal chief of the peaceful Apaches at Janos by Commander-inchiefNava three years later, surrendered to Santa Cruz captain Manuel de
Echeagaray near the Gila River. El Compa and his children wanted to be
reunited with their wife and mother, whom Echeagaray held captive. Similarly, during negotiations with Lt. Col. Antonio Cordero in Chihuahua in
April 1791, Mimbrefio headmen demanded that Cordero return eleven prisoners, mostly women and children, before their bands would agree to settle
at establecimientos near Carrizal and Namiquipa. 46
Unfortunately, owing to chronic supply problems, Spanish presidial
commanders frequently failed to meet adequately the subsistence and
commercial needs of peaceful Apaches. Although seriously flawed, the
establecimiento system still offered Apache men the opportunity to hunt
game and Apache women the opportunity to harvest mescal without fear of
military attack. 47
Other Motives

Prior to settling on reservations, Apaches already recognized that they could
manipulate the system to suit their needs. They could draw on over a century's
worth of Spanish-contact experiences that included making short-term peace
agreements at presidios, settling in missions in Texas, and, of course, raiding
for livestock and captives at these same locations. By making peace with
Spaniards, Apache men and women knew that they could gain advance
knowledge of Spanish troop movements to help protect bands that remained
independent. In addition young Apache men understood that they could
use the establecimientos as bases for small-scale livestock raids in Spanish
territory.
During the late eighteenth century, numerous Spanish officials accused
Apaches of using peace as a pretext for obtaining information. When an
Indian appeared before the governor of El Paso to ask for peace on behalf of
Chief Chafalote in December 1778, Croix later concluded that "these pretensions had no other purpose, than of making, as long as they lasted, their
exchanges and acquiring information about our ideas." Similarly, in November 1786, two Lipan chiefs and six families tried to reinitiate trade, inactive for more than thirty-five years, with Pecos, New Mexico. Ugarte
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suspected, based on previous experiences in Coahuila, that "the commercial interests that they claimed were not their true motive." Noting the Lipans
are "the most refined and astute heathen Indians that we know," he believed they were intent on "finding out with this motive, the state of our
friendship and alliance with the Comanches."4B Although recovering captives and obtaining trade goods and information were viable motives for
short-term peace agreements, these reasons alone were insufficient cause
for Apaches to remain at the presidios. Similarly, both Apaches and Spaniards learned useful information about the other's plans, movements, and
resources from restored captives.
Finally, many Apaches continued to raid Spanish settlements even after
seeking peace. Spaniards had purposely positioned the majority of the
presidios along Apache raiding routes. Opportunistic Apache men saw the
establecimientos as a convenient way to keep their women and children
safe, while they raided for livestock and captives in other provinces. In the
past, the vast majority of Spanish officials, such as Janos lieutenant Narciso
de Tapia in 1778, had viewed truces with Athapaskans as "feigned and deceitful peaces" and commonly regarded Apache allies as "fake friends."49 In
his "Instructions" of 1786, Galvez correctly noted that the "inconveniences"
of making peace with semi-nomadic Apaches included the warriors "leav[ingJ
their families in safety" in order to carry out their raids "with greater peace
of mind" and "greater confidence, because they are better informed concerning our ideas, customs, and movements." Galvez, however, urged
presidial commanders to tolerate such raids. As Apaches themselves had
maintained many times, "they do not offend their friends by the harm which
they impute to other subjects of the king who live in territories where actually no peace has been made." In short, Galvez believed, "the deceitful
peace pacts of the Indians produce better results than open war."50 Thus, his
policy of "peace by deceit," which embraced peace at the local rather than
the provincial or state level, constituted peace on Native terms.

Conclusion
Those Mescaleros, Chiricahuas, and Western Apaches who made peace
and submitted to Spanish authority from 1786 to 1793 sought to protect their
people from Spaniards and other Indians, recover relatives, and reap the
material benefits of the establecimientos. Finding ways to make the system work in their favor undoubtedly facilitated that major step. Some
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Borderlands scholars have focused too exclusively on Spanish soldiers in
the field, but the coordinated military campaigns of Spaniards, Comanches,
Navajos, and Indian-manned flying companies after 1786 clearly placed extreme pressure on Apaches east and west of the Rio Grande. Although the
voices of Apache groups west of the Rio Grande are mostly silent, the
Mescaleros acknowledged that Comanche attacks were their primary motive for seeking peace. According to Commander-in-chiefUgarte, a combination of diplomacy and war brought about peace with the Chiricahuas,
Mimbrefios, and Mescaleros. He also maintained that Apaches had reduced
their raiding because of Spanish-led punitive expeditions that had transpired
on a monthly basis year-round. 51
Gathering a large number of Apache captives and prisoners of war constituted the principal military profit Spaniards and their Indian allies achieved
in the wars against Apaches after 1786. From 19 April 1786 to 31 December
1787, in all five Interior Provinces, Spaniards took 365 Apache prisoners,
while Apaches and their allies took only 30 Spaniards (table 1). By 12 June

1789, Spanish forces in Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, and New Mexico had captured 665 Apaches, over 90 percent of whom were women and children. 52
The disparity grew even wider once the reservation system solidified. From

1792 to 1795, independent Apaches reported only eight Spanish captives,
while Spaniards, with plenty of help from Apaches de paz, captured 674
Apache prisoners (table 1).
This Spanish military victory was hardly absolute. The killing on both
sides was nearly even. Between 1786 and 1787, Spaniards killed 328 Indians,
while Apaches and their allies killed 310 Spaniards, more than 75 percent of
whom were in Nueva Vizcaya. Most important, independent Apaches and
their allies maintained a corresponding advantage in stolen livestock. Apaches
and their allies captured 5,3°6 Spanish horses, mules, and cattle. Spaniards
recovered less than half (table 1). With such a large surplus, Apaches had a
means of bargaining with Spanish officers to recover their captives. Those
Apache families who retrieved their relatives often chose to make peace,
while those who did not either remained neutral or made war. Just as the
Spaniards combined diplomacy and war, so did the Apaches.
Cold winter temperatures and spring and fall frosts affected all peoples of
the Southwest Borderlands during the Little Ice Age and prompted Apaches
to come to the presidios to harvest mescal. Drought possibly helped influence
the Mescaleros to make peace at Presidio del Norte in 1787, but Spanish military protection, the Indians' principal need, enabled their collection of food,

Table

Dates
1778'
1779'
17 80'
1781d
17 82'
1
17 83
17 86g
17 8i

1792'
17931
1794k
17951
TOTAL

Spaniards
killed by
Apaches
85
90
112
194
10
82

Summary of Apache and Spanish Hostilities in the
Interior Provinces', 1778-1795 (Select years)

1.

Spanish-born
Animals
Spaniards
Animals
Apaches
Apaches
captives captured by
captured by captured by killed by captured by
recovered
Spaniards
Apaches
Apaches Spaniards Spaniards
28

1721
50 52
3700
2343

2

337
13 83

159
15 1

3273
2°33

35
36
66

511

69
1089

°

484
17 67
67 2
23 276

22

18
0

12

1047
100

77
23

87
68
8

1131
95 8

48
157
171
60

4°
68
29 1

2
22
0
8

12 56

14

15 69

II

4

739
641

°
78

449
49 2
581
896 3

19

67
131
153
929

57
24°
29 1
86
12 54

°

'Sonora, Nueva Vizcaya, Coahuila, Texas, New Mexico
Sources
'Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Estado que manifiesta las muertes y robos,
executadas por los Yndios Enemigos de las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana y las
ventajas que se han conseguido sobre ellos, segun las ultimas noticias en la Comandancia
General," 15 February 1778, Valle de Santa Rosa, AGI Guadalajara 276, Audiencia de
Guadalajara, Archivo General de la Indias, Sevilla, Spain (hereafter AGI Guadalajara
document number, Sevilla, Spain); Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Estado que
manifiesta las muertes y robos, executadas por los Yndios Enemigos de la Provincias
Internas de Nueva Espana y las ventajas que se han conseguido sobre ellos, segun las
ultimas noticias en la Comandancia General," 1 May 1778, Valle de Santa Rosa, AGI
Guadalajara 276, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de
las muertes, y rob os executados por los Yndios Enemigos en las Provincias Ynternas de
Nueva Espana," 30 November 1778, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 270, Sevilla, Spain;
Commander-in-chief Teodorode Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y robos Executados
por los Indios Enemigios en las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana," 28 December
1778, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 270, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro
de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y robos executadas por los enemigos en las Provincias
Internas de Nueva Espana," 23 January 1779, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 270, Sevilla,
Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes, y rob os que
han hecho los Yndios Barbaros en las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana," 22 February
1779, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 270, Sevilla, Spain.
(Continued on next page)

Table

1.

(Continued)

bCommander-in-ehiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y robos que
han ejecutado los Ynchos enemigos en las Provincias internas de nueva espana;' 27
September 1779, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-inchief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y robos que han ocurrido en las
Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espana en los quatro meses ultimos del ano de 1779,"
23 January 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain.
'Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y Robos
que han ocurrido en las Provincias internas de Nueva Espana en los Meses de
Enero y Febrero del Corriente ano," 26 March 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271,
Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y
robos que han ocurrido en las Provincias internas de Nueva Espana en los Meses
de Febrero y Marzo del corriente ano," 23 April 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271,
Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes,
y robos que han ocurrido en las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espana desde Marzo
hasta el dia de la fecha," 23 May 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain;
Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y rob os que han
ocurrido en las Provincias internas de Nueva Espana que han ocurrido desde Marzo
hasta el dia de la fecha," 23 June 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain;
Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las Novedades ocurridas en
las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espana," 23 July 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara
271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las
muertes y robos que han ocurrido los Yndios Enemigos en las Provincias Ynternas
de Nueva," 23 August 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y rovos que han
executado los Yndios Enemgios en las Provincias internas de Nueva Espana," 23
September 1780, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief
Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes y robos ocurridos en las Provincias
Internas y en los meses de Junio hasta fin de octubre de 1780," 23 December 1780,
Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix,
"Resumen de muertes y robos ocurridos en las Provincias Internas de Nueva espana
en los Meses de Septiembre hasta fin de Diciembre de 80," 23 January 1781, Arizpe,
AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix,
"Resumen de muertes y Robos ocurridos en las Provincias lnternas en los meses de
Diciembre, enero, y febrero ultimos, y en la del Nuevo Mexico desde Mayo hasta
fin de Diciembre de 80," 26 March 1781, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla,
Spain.
dCommander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de muertes y Robos
ocurridos en las Provincias Internas en los meses de Diciembre, enero, y febrero
ultimos, y en la del Nuevo Mexico desde Mayo hasta fin de Diciembre de 80," 26
March 1781, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 271, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief
Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de las muertes, y rovos egecutados por los Indios
enemigos en las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana," 30 June 1781, Arizpe, AGI

Guadalajara 267, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen
de las muertes, y rovos egecutados par los Yndios enemigos en las Provincias Internas
de Nueva espana," 30 July 1781, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 267, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen de muertes y robos que han executado
los Yndios enemigos en las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espana," 26 January 1782,
Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 268, Sevilla, Spain.
'Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Extracto de hostilidades egecutadas
por los Indios Enemigos en las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana, y efectos que
han producidolas salidas hechas contra ellos," 23 September 1782, Arizpe, AGI
Guadalajara 282, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefTeodoro de Croix, "Resumen
de hostilidades que han executado los Enemigo en las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva
Espana," 24 February 1783, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 284, Sevilla, Spain.
fCommander-in-chief Teodoro de Croix, "Resumen de Muertes y Robos que
han executado los Yndio Enemigos en las Provincias Inernas de N.E.," 21 April
1783, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 284, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Teodoro
de Croix, "Resumen de muertes y rovos que han executado los Yndios Enemigos
en la Provincias internas de NV," 2 June 1783, Arizpe, AGI Guadalajara 284, Sevilla,
Spain.
gCommander-in-chief Jacobo Ugarte, "Estado que manifiesta las muertes y
robos egecutados par los Yndios enemigos en cada una de las Provincias Ynternas
de N.E. exclusa la de California desde 19 de Abril de 1786," 31 December 1787,
Arizpe, AGS Guerra Moderna 7042, Exp. 1, Sevilla, Spain.
hIbid; Commander-in-chief Jacobo Ugarte, "Extracto de las hostilidades
executadas en las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana por los Apaches reveldes: y
progresos conseguidos por nuestras Armas segun los partes recividos desde 16 de
Abril hasta el dia de Ia fecha," 14 May 1787, Arizpe, Expediente (file) 1, AGS Guerra
Moderna 7°42, Archivo General de Simancas, Simancas, Spain (hereafter AGS
Guerra Moderna document number, Simancas, Spain); Commander-in-chief
Jacobo Ugarte, "Extracto de las hostilidades causadas en las Provincias internas de
Nueva Espana por los Indios Barbaros: operaciones, y progresos conseguidos par
nuestras armas, segun los Partes remitidos a esta Comandancia General desde 14
de Mayo hasta el dia de la fecha," 14 August 1787, Arizpe, Expediente 9, AGS Guerra
Moderna 7031, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief Jacobo Ugarte, "Resumen
de los danos egecutados por los Enemigos, y los que ellos han recivido de nuestras
Armas segun resulta del Extracto que antecede," 17 September 1787, Arizpe,
Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7042, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief
Jacobo Ugarte, "Resumen de los danos executados por los Enemigos y los que ellos
han recivido de nuestras Armas segun resulta del Extracto que antecedente," 22
November 1787, Arizpe, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna, Simancas, Spain;
Commander-in-chief Jacobo Ugarte, "Resumen de los danos executados por los
Enemigos y los que elias han recivido de nuestras Armas segun resulta del Extracto
que antecedente," 3 July 1788, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna
7042, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chiefJacobo Ugarte, "Resumen de los danos
(Continued on next page)

38 5

Table 1. (Continued)

executados por los Enemigos y los que ellos han recivido de nuestras Armas segun
resulta del Extracto que antecedente," 19 December 1787, Arizpe, Expediente 1,
AGS Guerra Moderna 7042, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chiefJacobo Ugarte,
"Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias internas del Poniente, y de las
resultas que han tenido las operaciones practicadas contra los Yndios Enemigos,"
31 January 1788, Arizpe, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7042, Simancas, Spain.
;Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto y Resumen de hostilidades
ocurridas en las Provinicas Internas del Poniente y de las resultas que han producido
las operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos, NO.1," 24 January 1793, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 289, Sevilla, Spain.
Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto y Resumen de hostilidades
ocurridas en las Provinicas Internas de N.E. y de las Operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 24 April 1793, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 289, Sevilla, Spain;
Commander-in-chiefPedro de Nava, "Extracto y Resumen de hostilidades ocurridas
en las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espana y de las operaciones executadas contra los Enemigos," 30 May 1793, Chihuahua, Expediente 2, AGS Guerra Moderna
7022, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chiefPedro de Nava, "Extracto y Resumen
de hostiliades ocuerridas en las Provincias Internas de N.E. y de las operaciones
egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 4 July 1793, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS
Guerra Moderna 7023, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava,
"Extracto y Resumen de hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias Internas de Nueva
Espana y de las Operaciones egecutado contra los Enemigos," 1August 1793, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 289, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefPedro de Nava,
"Extracto y Resumen de hostilidades ocurridas en las Prov.as internas de Nueva
Espana, y de las operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 5 September 1793,
Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 289, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Pedro de
Nava, "Extracto y resumen de hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias Internas de
Nueva Espana y de las operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 3 October
1793, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 289, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefPedro
de Nava, "Extracto y resumen de hostilidades ocurridas en la Provincias Internas
de N.E. de las operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 7 November 1793,
Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 289, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chief Pedro de
Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana
y de las Operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 2 January 1794, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7023, Simancas, Spain.
'Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en
las Provincias Internas de N.E. y de las operaciones egecutadas contra los enemigos,"
6 February 1794, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 290, Sevilla, Spain; Commanderin-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de Hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias
Ynternas 'de N.E. y de las operaciones egecutadas contra los Enemigos," 3 April
1794, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7023, Simancas, Spain;
Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en las

Provincias Internas de Nueva Espana y de las operaciones egecutadas contra los
Enemigos," 5 June 1794, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7023,
Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades
ocurridas en las Provincias internas de Nueva Espana, y de las resultas de las
operaciones que se han practicado contra los enemigos," 10 July 1794, Chihuahua,
Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7023, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief
Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias internas de
Nueva Espana, y de las resultas de las operaciones que se han practicado contra los
Enemigos," 4 September 1794, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna
7023, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de
hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espana, y de las resultas
de operaciones que se han practicado contra los Yndios enemigos," 6 November
1794, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 290, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefPedro
de Nava, "Extractro de hostilidades ocurridas en la Provincias internas de Nueva
Espana, y de las resultas de operaciones que se han practicado contra los Enemigos,"
4 December 1794, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara 290, Sevilla, Spain; Commanderin-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de Hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias internas
de Nueva Espana, y de las resultas de operaciones que se han practicado contra los
Enemigos," 5 February 1795, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7024,
Simancas, Spain.
'Commander-in-chief Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en
las Provincias internas de Nueva Espana, y de las resultas de operaciones que se
han practicado contra los Enemigos," 6 August 1795, Chihuahua, AGI Guadalajara
292, Sevilla, Spain; Commander-in-chiefPedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades
ocurridas en las Provincias Ynternas de Nueva Espafia, y de las resultas de
operaciones que se han practicado contra los Enemigos," 3 November 1795,
Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7025, Simancas, Spain; Commander-in-chief
Pedro de Nava, "Extracto de hostilidades ocurridas en las Provincias Ynternas de
Nueva Espana, y de las resultas de operaciones que se han practicado contra los
Enemigos," 2 February 1796, Chihuahua, Expediente 1, AGS Guerra Moderna 7025,
Simancas, Spain.
(Article text continues on next page)

388 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 3

even in dry periods. Spaniards, however, could not guarantee the Apaches'
protection, especially if the Indians' camps were dispersed in surrounding
mountains, where they were vulnerable to attack from other Spaniards,
Comanches, or independent Apaches. Apaches de paz were also distressed by
Spanish Indian policy. Mimbrefio chiefYagnonglf (Ojos Colorados) resented
the Spaniards' supposedly "just policy" of combining peaceful diplomacy with
unrelenting warfare because it meant that they made war on his people at the
same time they asked for the Indians' loyalty and friendship.53
Finally, Apaches found various ways to gain advantages both during
and after the peace process. They extracted material advantages through
trade and gifts. By retaining at least a semisedentary mode of living and
refusing to become sedentary agriculturalists, Apaches maintained more
cultural independence than Spaniards initially intended. Some Apaches
de paz continued to raid for livestock south of the presidial line just as
they had in the past. Once the establecimiento system solidified in the
1790S, these transgressions occurred less frequently and intensely across
the northern frontier of New Spain, much like Galvez had hoped.
Even though Apaches had clear motivations for settling on Spanish-run
reservations, they never did so with the intention of becoming sedentary agriculhualists as the Spanish had envisioned. By continuing to gather wild plants,
hunt game, and conduct livestock raids on a small scale, these peaceful Apaches
met their subsistence needs when rations fell short and ensured their cultural
independence for more than forty years. At the same time, Spaniards benefited by avoiding the expense of a full-blown Apache war and from an overall
reduction in the frequency and intensity ofApache raids throughout the northern frontier of New Spain, allowing their population and economy to grow
and prosper. This imperfect but mutually beneficial peace indicates that accommodation, not just conflict, characterized Apache relations with Spaniards in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. More broadly,
Apaches would employ this same survival strategy again in the post-Civil
War era, when they raided for Mexican horses and livestock while U.S.
troops tried in vain to teach them farming techniques in the desert.
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Evaluating Eyewitness Accounts of
Peoples along the Coronado Trail
from the International Border to Cibola
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rancisco Vazquez de Coronado and his group traveled through Arizona
in 1540, returning in 1542 after a journey through present-day Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas. He participated in one of the
first sanctioned entradas to the north that brought Europeans into contact
with Native American inhabitants. Routine encampments along the trail
used by Coronado should be identifiable, but they have defied recognition
between the international border and Zuni Pueblo (Cfbola) in what is now
Arizona and western New Mexico, respectively. They have only been known
elsewhere in circumstances where travelers stayed for an extended period
of time (a few months at Alcanfor Pueblo near present-day Bernalillo, New
Mexico, and in Kansas, for example) or where they were met by a severe
thunderstorm, as may have occurred in Blanco Canyon now in Floyd
County, Texas. 1 If archaeologists can find limited-use, Native (Athapaskan
and non-Athapaskan) mobile group sites, surely the camping grounds of
hordes of heavily laden Spanish trekkers and their Native auxiliaries should
be noticeable in the archaeological record, as understated anomalies if
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nothing else. The Coronado Expedition consisted of a large group of
people-over 1,600 in the lead group and up to 3,000 by some counts-of
which approximately 350 were Spaniards with horses. z
Many authors have suggested possible permutations of the Coronado
route through the years. 3 Specifically relevant to the current analysis is that
modern interpretations vary with respect to the geographic placement of
the explorers when they made the turn to the right or northeast after traveling two days along the RIO Nexpa (San Pedro River). Coronado Expedition
chronicler Juan Jaramillo noted: "Once we left the stream, we went to the
right to the foot of the mountain range in two days of travel" or "From this
last arroyo of Nexpa ... we turned almost to the northeast."4 Usually researchers scrutinize areas with which they are most familiar, so many of the

SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA

CORONADO ROUTE

MARCOS DE NIZA ALTERNATIVES

MAP 1

(Map drafted by Deni

J.

Seymour)

SUMMER 2009

SEYMOUR

+ 401

proposed interpretations as to Coronado's route depend on the investigator's
research area. Through time researchers develop a vested interest in their
preferred route, although rarely offering empirically based data or logical
arguments to support their positions. Mogollon archaeologists, for example,
have suggested routes that bring Coronado far to the north before turning
east-northeast. Researchers focused on the heart of Arizona, however, have
brought the expedition north to the Salt River. 5 Archaeologist Charles C.
Oi Peso, who focused his research on northern Chihuahua and southeastern Arizona, had a decidedly more southern point at which Coronado encountered a river valley and then turned east. 6 This route is much farther
south than the southern one recently suggested by petroleum geologist
Nugent Brasher, who claims to have found evidence of the elusive
Chichilticali. 7
I have also independently suggested a southern placement for the critical northeastern turn based upon existing knowledge of historical trails and
archaeological data regarding the nature and geographic distributions of
Native groups at the time of these first entradas. 8 These archaeological data
can be related to eyewitness accounts of encounters with Native occupants
of the region during this expedition, including Coronado's route in 1540
and that of fray Marcos de Niza, who had traversed a partially different route
north to Cfbola in 1539 as an advance guard of the Coronado Expedition.
Consideration of the positioning of Native groups on the landscape, as informed by geographic distributions of archaeological material-culture manifestations, has route-specific implications. Assumptions underlying the
identity and territorial placement of these groups have been instrumental
in conceptualizations about the Marcos and Coronado routes and the character of late prehistoric population reorganization. These archaeologically
based perspectives provide support for the notion that a route traverses the
Sulphur Springs Valley where major prehistoric and historic trails have been
documented.
No definitive evidence of this portion of the route, the camps, or the
famed Chichilticali has been found. In some instances historians, novelists, and self-trained historically oriented amateur archaeologists and history buffs have targeted the right areas in their broad search, selecting several
possible candidate sites. Without sufficient or informed archaeological input, however, they have not been able to hone in on the most likely site and
are therefore unable to justify the expenditure involved in grueling followthrough verification work.

402"

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 3

This article is intended to add some potentially useful perspectives derived from recent archaeological research in southern Arizona and western
New Mexico that may alter assumptions and interpretations of the route. 9
This recently obtained archaeological knowledge regarding the early occurrence and geographic distributions of the Sobaipuri-O'odhams and two
resident mobile groups throughout southern Arizona has potentially important repercussions for Coronado Expedition investigations. These implications relate to the Marcos route, the Coronado route at the crucial eastward
turn from the Rio Nexpa, perceptions of the despoblado (unsettled area),
the nature of groups encountered along trail segments, and their way oflife
in the earliest decades of European contact.

Methodological Issues and Presuppositions
Archaeological-based input regarding the question of Coronado's route has
proven essential because of the many ways in which the documentary record
can be interpreted. When confronted with thousands of square miles of terrain, standing in a valley bottom attempting to attach the meaning of a passage to a specific geographic location, it becomes clear that direct testimony
is not unequivocally interpretable. "Proof" to one scholar will be unconvincing to another, depending upon which text passages are emphasized and interpreted in translation and how they rank in a larger interpretive scenario.
The interpretation chosen by a historian or ethnohistorian is generally based
upon that scholar's understanding of the context in which that passage was
written and a host of other factors internal to the document, consistent with
the time, and based upon current knowledge in the discipline. An influential
historian may impart an interpretation on a passage that begins a line of reasoning or a train of thought. This historical thread will persist through time
and take on a life all its own, strengthened as it is intertwined with other
inferences and assumptions, becoming much like a first-order observation. In
reality, however, it represents a reasonable inference, sometimes no more
than speculation. We see this development with some of historian Herbert E.
Bolton's interpretations of the Coronado record, as will be discussed below.
These reasonable inferences, however, must be periodically subject to scrutiny because they can differ quite substantially from the textual record itself
and the intent of the original passage. The addition of data from an archaeological perspective regarding these historical threads can change the entire
framework by which one investigates and analyzes the issue.
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Researchers have taken a long time to find Coronado encampments in
Arizona and New Mexico down trail of Zuni, perhaps indicating their assumptions have been incorrect and portions of their logic faulty. At a minimum, it seems that procedures of discovery and interpretation have been in
need of revision. Presumably the endeavor would benefit from fresh ways of
combining the documentary record with archaeological and geographic
evidence. Clearly, new archaeological data are needed that pertain specifically to this issue. These data have implications for the sequence and culture history of the region as well as for methodology.
Ethnohistorian Daniel T. Reffhas used archaeological data in conjunction with entrada accounts to address the question of fray Marcos's route
and those peoples the friar encountered through southern Arizona and
Sonora. 1O Similar to Reff, I see these types of expeditionary chronicles as
providing observations of indigenous societies at first European contact that
can shed invaluable light on the terminal prehistoric period, while providing a baseline for considering the nature and extent of changes when compared to reports from the mission period (which in Arizona begins in the
169os). As he notes, exploration chronicles are often ignored because of
·uncertainty about the explorers' travel routes. Thus, the identity of Native
peoples and settlements described by the explorers are overlooked as wellY
Fundamental to ReEf's argument is the notion that methodological and
theoretical presuppositions have hindered exploration-era research. I also
subscribe to this position, adding as well that past reconstructions have been
constrained by incomplete archaeological data, certain implicit assumptions regarding the cultural sequence, and a lack of clear material and spa. tial correlates of social phenomena. Exposing and understanding the basis
for underlying assumptions is a crucial first step in the process toward discovery and understanding, Along these lines, Reff notes the lack of correspondence between descriptions by the earliest documented explorers of
adaptations at contact and those narratives recorded in later missionary accounts. 12 These differences have been viewed as irresolvable and, therefore,
have often led to dismissal of these early accounts as apocryphal or, at a
minimum, marked by hyperbole. Reff has suggested that the lack of correspondence between explorers' and missionaries' reports partially reflects
disease-induced changes.B Similar to Reff, I see little archaeological similarity between these mid-sixteenth-century cultures and the ones encountered by Jesuits in the missionary period. I also attribute this circumstance
to substantial culture change. 14
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A continuum of cultural traits and organization between the Classic period and the peoples encountered at first European contact does not necessarily exist either. Reff, borrowing from the archaeological knowledge of the
time, implicitly assumed a historical and genetic relationship among the prehistoric Classic-period cultures of the area (Hohokams and Trincheras) and
the O'odhams and thereby glosses over an extant question of continuity and
leaves out consideration of a crucial transition. Indicative of this supposition,
Reff concludes, "the friar's comments support the idea that a significant number of Pima [0'odhams ] were still residing in permanent villages in 1539,"
with "still" being the operative word.!' However, no such genetic connection
between the Classic-period cultures and the terminal-prehistoric Sobafpuri0'odhams needs to be implied here as this link is an entirely separate discourse (and needs to be treated as such) and has little relevance to the topic at
hand. The friar's comments support the idea that a significant number of
people were residing in permanent villages in 1539. Archaeological investigations uphold the notion that these people were 0'odhams along the San Pedro
River. These new archaeological data also suggest a cultural, material, and
organizational disjunction between the Classic period and the terminal prehistoric/entrada period, as well as the aforementioned discontinuity between
the entrada and missionary periods. Archaeological data note an end to the
Classic period and a beginning of the terminal prehistoric by the 1400S with
new housing types, pottery, tools, and site organization. 16
Several additional incorrect assumptions derive from interpretations of
an incomplete archaeological record for this period. For example the "singleunit structures of poles and mats or brush" attributed to the Sobafpuri0'odhams differ markedly from the permanent villages implied when
explorers used the terms "villa" or "pueblo."I? Yet, this conceptualization is
inappropriate for the Sobafpuri-O'odhams of the mid-sixteenth century.
Instead of occupying flimsy, free-standing structures in small dispersed settlements, as archaeologists Randall H. McGuire and Marfa Elisa Villalpando
suggest, Sobafpuri-O'odham settlements during Marcos's time were well
organized and relatively compact, conforming to constricted landforms
(rather than spreading across the terrain) with paired adobe-and-mat-covered houses aligned in rows, public or ceremonial architecture of a scaleddown nature, and evidence of exchange. ls This type of dwelling is contrary
to the "rancherfa" model advanced by anthropologist Edward H. Spicer,
applied widely to the missionary period, and representative of archaeological views prevalent for the past half century.19
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Notably, Reff has treated the expeditionary documentary record as narrative discourse, using contextual knowledge to assess varying degrees of
reality in the account. 20 Other ethnohistorians bemoan that narrative accounts are not more in line with the Annales preference in sources and
"wish for other non-narrative kinds of evidence to serve as correctives."21
They forget, however, that the archaeological record is an independent
means by which to assess narrative accounts and is an accommodating "cor_
rective." Yet, only certain aspects of that narrative are accessible to archaeological analysis, and archaeological data are of value in affirming only parts
of the narrative record. Moreover, use of inappropriate archaeological data
can skew interpretations.
Archaeologists often use multiple accounts from the same expedition
interchangeably, picking and choosing the elements that have behavioral
relevance, which can therefore be broken down into tangible material and
spatial attributes. Justification for this method is found in the archaeologist's
view of the expedition event itself. All Coronado's chroniclers' accounts
represent segments of a single version because, as historian Charles Hudson
notes with respect to the Hernando de Soto expedition, "a body oflore and
shared experiences [grew up among the soldiers] such that none of them
could have written a truly independent account of the expedition."22 Thus,
even those accounts that were written independently are subject to the same
"paradigmatic stories [that] underlay the culture of the writer," reinforced
as the Spaniards sat around the campfire and passed many tedious hours in
the saddle.23 Those experiences most foreign to them may have been subjected to the greatest pressures of groupthink, which holds unquestioned
belief in the inherent morality and purpose of the group and a homogeneity
of its members' social background and ideology, especially in isolated circumstances under directive leadership and high stress from external threats. 24
A priori, the inevitable fictional element in the creation of meaning by
all narrative history provides a basis for selecting the few passages that are of
value for archaeologists. 25 The descriptive aspects of the narrative must be
separated from the evaluative and interpretive ones, and firsthand hearsay
distinguished from secondhand, just as analogy, metaphor, metonymy, and
simile must be recognized and contextualized. In this way, it is possible to
avoid the purported circularity of relying on ethnographic concepts of the
era by using descriptive data (or deconstructing other types of information) to build theory-driven inferences about adaptation and human behavior. 26 The actual meaning is often revealed only upon archaeological
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(and geographic) discovery and verification, rather than through traditionally accepted types of historical criticism.
Examples from the narratives make this point. Chronicler Pedro de
Castaneda de Najera discusses the pueblos in the Galisteo Basin between
the Rio Grande and Pecos Pueblo (Cicuye): "Farther on there was another
great pueblo, totally destroyed and devastated. In its patios [there were] many
stone balls as large as one-arroba jugs, which appeared to have been hurled
by [some] war machine or catapult."27 This location is widely thought to be
San Lazaro Pueblo because of the unique and naturally occurring circular
stone balls that dot the landscape. Thus, while the chronicler's conclusion
for the occurrence of these balls and the mode of Pueblo warfare are clearly
in error, even fanciful and ethnocentric, a sufficient descriptive element to
this passage exists for modern researchers to cull the intent and arrive at a
reasonable association between the historically referenced place and an onthe-ground location, with these "siege engine" balls providing a primary
and important clue. 28
More in line with the theme of the present article relating to the Arizona
portion of the route, Jaramillo descriptively noted, "Just a few Indians came
outto see the general with gift[s] oflittle value, some roasted maguey stalks
and pitahayas."29 The fact that cacti were given rather than agricultural produce has implications for isolating the adaptations of the various groups, as
previous scholars, such as Bolton, have recognized. A logical archaeologically
based reconstruction of this point is that Natives in small social groups who
used wild plant foods may be equated to hunter-gatherers, rather than the
Sobafpuri-O'odhams, as Bolton has suggested. 30 The judgmental aspect of
this narrative ("gift[s] of little value") does not detract from the overall descriptive importance of the statement as it relates to adaptation, yet a second inferential step relates to group identity, which this passage cannot
address by itself.
Not until additional information, although also heavily evaluative in
nature, is considered can the issue of identity be addressed. When Castaneda
mentioned that those groups at Chichilticali "were the most barbarous people
thus far encountered," he clarifies that two distinct mobile hunter-gatherer
groups were recognized, consistent with the archaeological record for the
region and later documentary accounts. The descriptive embellishment of
this value judgment enhances its credibility and usefulness and provides
further information for understanding what, in their eyes, made these people
even more "barbarous" than those before. 31 Jaramillo noted, "They live in

SUMMER 2009

SEYMOUR ~

407

rancherias, without permanent habitations. They live by hunting."32 Nothing in this descriptive segment allows researchers to distinguish between
this group and the poor Indians with cacti previously encountered, but the
narrator told his audience these two groups of people are different. Only
when these distinctions are juxtaposed with archaeological data (that is demonstrably appropriate to the time period) is their relevance and veracity
recognized. This issue is further elaborated below.
Once researchers understand the relevant adaptation-based aspects of
landscape use for each of the two indigenous groups encountered by
Coronado, it becomes possible to understand other elements of the narrative. For example their statement that the area beyond Chichiticali was a
despoblado is interpretive. Fortunately, Spanish chroniclers explained why
they came to this conclusion: they did not see people who they thought
lived there and therefore considered it unsettled. 33 Here, the narrative reveals its descriptive element, the significance of which is only recognized
when contextualized with ethnological and archaeological data. As will be
discussed below, a very narrow definition of unsettled was employed and
this apparent lack of settlement has far-reaching implications.
Even when simile is used, such as when fray Marcos described Sobafpuri0'odham villages along the San Pedro River as "an evergreen garden," researchers must decide which aspects of an evergreen garden are being
suggested, considering also how their current sense of evergreen garden
intersects with that of a sixteenth-century Spaniard. 34 Fortunately, Marcos
hinted at the specific attributes of the terrain and cultural elaborations that
led to this characterization when he noted "it is all irrigated" and "so well
supplied with food."35 Other uses of such literary aids are not always as helpful in providing guidance to the essential elements that are referenced. Yet,
while the narrative might be considered a metaphor because it replaces and
symbolizes the thing, it does not negate the usefulness of meager historical
observations to archaeological interpretation.
Analysis of some of the chroniclers' more specific descriptive comments
regarding Native life, when juxtaposed with the archaeological record, does
not suggest "a continuation into the historic period of the Hohokam and
Trincheras cultures," as Reffhas argued; rather, it provides insights into the
nature of three contemporaneous groups that postdate the late prehistoric
reorganizational events that characterized the Hohokam and Trincheras
cultures. 36 This distinction is possible only now because of advances in archaeologists' understanding of the nature and chronology of archaeological
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culture groups during this terminal prehistoric period, which the late prehistoric and early historic periods flanked.

Relevant Archaeological and Ethnohistoric Background
Recent archaeological field research suggests the presence of at least three
distinct types of adaptation by discrete but contemporaneous groups during
the protohistoric period (400-1690) in southeastern Arizona that temporally overlap and occur in the corridor used by the Coronado Expedition. 37
The chroniclers also noted the presence of three distinct groups. The first
group is not the Hohokams and Trincheras suggested by ReEf, but rather an
Upper Piman group known as the Sobafpuri-O'odhams. 38 Archaeological
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data indicate that the Sobafpuri-O'odhams, often using irrigation canals,
engaged in farming and practiced a relatively sedentary lifeway when residing along rivers, where they lived in adobe-and-mat-covered houses and
grew cotton, corn, and other products. In southern Arizona they lived along
two major river courses that included the San Pedro and Santa Cruz rivers
and their tributaries. Contrary to the "civilization-savagery myth," these
Sobafpuri-O'odhams maintained permanent villages, irrigation systems, abundant surplus, long-distance trade, and organized political relations-all characteristics that, according to Reff, have been inappropriately credited to late
seventeenth-century missionaries. 19 Archaeological data provide evidence
of these attributes among the Sobafpuri-O'odhams that Marcos independently reported in his Relaci6n (1539). Thus, at once, parallel supportive

SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA

CORONADO ROUTE

3
(Map drafted by Deni

MARCOS DE NlZA ALTERNATIVES

MAP

J.

Seymour)

*

NATIVE ENCOUNTER

410 -7 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 3

evidence for this aspect ofMarcos's account exists, and archaeological sources
provide flesh for the skeletal description he provided. Marcos's narrative is
at odds with later missionary accounts because of the devastating effects of
disease in this intervening period. 40 Together these documentary and archaeological sources suggest courses, as will be discussed below, for both
the Marcos and Coronado routes.
Archaeological data, corroborating the Coronado texts, indicate that two
groups of Native peoples with a mobile adaptation also lived nearby, hunting and gathering and sometimes raiding and trading (see map 3).41 Each of
these two mobile groups used tools and produced debitage that represent
distinctive technological organizations, allowing archaeologists to differentiate between them. The Canutillo complex, for example, originates as a
highly mobile adaptation initially related to large-game hunting and fishing. This technological organization focuses on riverine, cienega, and playa
resources (hence, the inference that the first Natives Coronado encountered were non-Athapaskan); utilizes resources from the desert; and possesses similarities to a number of non-Apachean traditions and complexes
in Texas and northern Chihuahua. This biface-oriented technology has its
own set of projectile points and formal tools that are often found in association with small circular rock-structure rings and other distinctive features,
such as hide-working stones. The second adaptation known as the Cerro
Rojo complex has affinities to other known early-Athapaskan (protoApachean) assemblages and represents an expedient technology with use of
retouched tools and relatively distinctive (side-notched and tri-notched)
projectile points. Structures associated with the Canutillo complex (nonAthapaskan) assemblage and the Cerro Rojo complex (inferred to be early
Athapaskan) show many similarities that differentiate them from those structures used by sedentary groups.
For a number of reasons outlined elsewhere, I have inferred that the
Canutillo complex represents one or more of the historically referenced
non-Athapaskan mobile groups-Mansos, Sumas, Janos, and Jocomesfound in the southern Southwest. 42 Canutillo-complex sites in southern
Arizona in particular are most likely to represent Jocome and possibly Jano
sites or some other group not historically referenced. According to Spanish
historical documents and maps, Jocome territory was much farther west
than other non-Athapaskan mobile groups, including the Janos, Sumas, and
Mansos, in the southern Southwest during the early historic period. This
group is said to have occupied the region east of the Sobafpuri-O'odhams
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(those peoples along the San Pedro River) in southern Arizona including
the Chiricahua Mountains and the area to the south. Spanish documents
. and maps, focusing on the Janos Presidio area and Casas Grandes, place the
Janos east and southeast of the Jocomes.
Still, considerable overlap existed in the geographic areas used by all
these contemporaneous groups (proto-Apaches, Canutillo-complex peoples,
and Sobafpuri-O'odhams). Archaeological evidence shows an overlap between the mobile Canutillo-complex groups and the sedentary SobafpuriO'odhams, depending on which part of the landscape they used and the
geographic territories they occupied. They were able to reside relatively
close together during the precontact period because they had different adaptations using different niches in the same valleys. Both the Jocomes and
Janos, along with other mobile groups, wandered in a relatively large area,
raiding, trading, and interacting with one another and with more settled
groups, such as the Sobafpuri-O'odhams. Owing to these groups' peripatetic nature, archaeologists do not expect the Janos and Jocomes to be
archaeologically separable based upon isolated geographic distributions of
material culture in the way researchers have observed in the past for more
sedentary agricultural groups.
In later historical documents, the Jocomes and Janos often appear together,
indicating that they roamed together, that observers could not distinguish
between them, or that chroniclers were uncertain about which mobile group,
indigenous to the area in question, was responsible for an act of interest. Spanish
narratives portray the Jocomes and Janos, sometimes along with other mobile groups, as raiding throughout northern Chihuahua, Sonora, and presentday southern New Mexico and southern Arizona. 43 Some accounts also
named them as participants in an attack on the Sobafpuri-O'odham village
at Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea along the San Pedro River in 1698.44 The
documentary literature contains numerous references to Apaches, Jocomes,
Mansos, Sumas, and other mobile groups living or trading with sedentary
Native populations, however temporary. At least once, the Jocomes or Janos
(accounts are unclear) attempted to settle in or near riverside SobafpuriO'odham settlements and cultivate crops, and apparently some subset of
the Janos lived in missions in the El Paso, Texas, areaY
Athapaskan mobile groups in particular tended tofavor high-elevation
settings and later Apachean groups viewed themselves as mountain people. 46
During the pre-Hispanic period, ancestral Apaches lived in lower elevations during the winter and exploited resources in a variety of settings that
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included river sides, foothill zones, and low-lying basin floorsY During
warmer months, or especially in later times when large groups gathered,
the remote mountain valleys, rugged canyons, and rocky peaks provided
ideal sanctuaries for habitation with cool breezes and natural defenses.
Research indicates that Athapaskan and various non-Athapaskan mobile
groups were present locally prior to the arrival of the Spaniards. A staged
chronometric research plan has been undertaken that has focused on dating the Sobaipuri-O'odhams as well as each of the two key mobile group
manifestations in the southern Southwest. 48 Samples have been carefully
selected with special attention paid to highlighting the subtle indices of
multicomponentcy and episodic reuse, especially with regard to late light
reuse of prehistoric sedentary sites by later groups and several uses of one
location by mobile groups. When possible, complementary chronometric
techniques and multiple samples have been selected to bolster the strength
of inferences regarding the period and length of use and the presence and
nature of reuse. Dates in association with distinctive material culture suggest an occupation of the southern Southwest by Athapaskans (proto-Apaches
or Cerro Rojo complex), various non-Athapaskan (Canutillo complex) mobile groups, and the Sobaipuri-O'odhams at least as early as the 1400S.49
An Implication about the Poor Indians

Certain implications follow from this adjusted archaeological perspective
on the protohistoric and early historic periods provided by the distribution
and temporal occurrence of these mobile groups and the Sobaipuri0'odhams. Upon reaching the Rio Nexpa, Jaramillo noted that the Coronado
Expedition encountered "poor Indians" with "gift[s] oflittle value" or "poverty-stricken" Natives who brought roasted maguey stalks (agave hearts) and
pitahayas (saguaro cactus fruit) for the Spaniards to eat. 50 As referenced above,
Bolton inferred that these people were representatives of the Sobaipuri0'odhams. This cultural-affiliation assumption relies on common knowledge that the Sobaipuri-O'odhams occupied the San Pedro River Valley,
and that historically they were the main group living in this river valley.
Bolton's inference is also based on the assumption that the Rio Nexpa is the
San Pedro River. Sobaipuri-O'odhams did occupy portions of the San Pedro
River Valley during this time period, and the Rio Nexpa is likely the San
Pedro River. On the other hand, the description of Natives seems more
consistent with the notion that these people were one of the indigenous
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mobile groups or hunter-gatherers (perhaps Jocomes or Janos) who were
present in the river valley as Coronado passed through (see map 3).51
Yet, Bolton and subsequent scholars have assumed these "poor Indians"
were Sobafpuri-0'odhams. 52 These scholars came to this conclusion because
these other mobile groups had not yet been identified archaeologically and
are less prominent in the historical record; so these Native groups tend to
be treated as if they are invisible or were hidden in the adjacent mountain
ranges. In addition many of these non-O'odham mobile groups were assumed to be Athapaskan (ancestral Apaches) largely becallSe of historian
Jack Forbes's work, which argued this position. 53 Owing to the assumption
of modern scholars-consistent with lines of reasoning during the 1980s
and 1990S - that proto-Apaches/early Athapaskans were not present until the
1600s, Athapaskans are generally not considered likely candidates for any of
the historically referenced groups encountered during these early jornadas
(journeys).54Yet, evidence now indicates that early Athapaskans were present
at the time of Coronado and that contemporaneous non-Athapaskan mobile groups (represented by the Canutillo complex) were also present and
visible. 55 Moreover, excavations and chronometric data extraction on the
Santa Cruz and San Pedro rivers show evidence of Sobafpuri-O'odham occupation in southern Arizona during the 1400S and 15oos.56 This interpretation is contrary to some archaeologists' views that "by around 1450 the entire
region was devoid of archaeologically visible settlement and remained so
for nearly 200 years until the arrival of the Sobaipuri[-O'odams], the inhabitants of the region when the Spanish first settled in southern Arizona in the
late 1600s."57 Evidence of an early Sobafpuri-O'odham presence suggests
they could have been those people encountered by Marcos a year or so
before Coronado; thus becoming a crucial piece of evidence in efforts to
reconstruct these historical journeys.58
The ethnographic record mentions that the highly mobile TohonoO'odhams used mescal (maguey or agave), therefore, scholars have incorrectly assumed that a subset of the Tohono-O'odhams' ancestral kindred, the
Sobafpuri-O'odhams, must have relied heavily on this resource as well. Moreover, saguaro fruit was an important wild plant resource for the historic
0'odhams, making it reasonable to infer that the groups offering the fruit to
the Spaniards were O'odhams. Yet, the Sobafpuri-O'odhams along the San
Pedro and Santa Cruz rivers seem to have been irrigation farmers. 59 They
probably did not exploit mescal to the degree that the less sedentary Tohono0'odhams did. Other more mobile groups who occupied this valley did rely
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on wild resources as their mainstay and likely exploited saguaro fruit. These
other mobile groups more closely fit the Coronado Expedition chroniclers'
behavioral descriptions than do the pre- or post-contact period Sobafpuri0' odhams. While Sobaipuri-O'odham villages and rancherfas (settlements
composed of widely spaced huts) abound along the river, small sites or
rancherias related to these other groups have been found along river margins as well and have been radiocarbon and luminescence dated to this
time period. 60 These archaeologically based findings provide an entirely different basis from which to consider the Coronado-route question, suggesting that this historical thread is in need of review.

Further Considerations
Had the Coronado Expedition met the Sobafpuri-O'odhams, chroniclers
would likely have mentioned a continuation of the same adaptation that
was noted farther south, complete with the mat-covered domed adobe houses,
irrigation ditches, and abundant agricultural produce. Eusebio F. Kino and
others noted this adaptation at first sustained contact with the Sobafpuri0' odhams along the San Pedro and Santa Cruz rivers during the 1600s and
170os, and Marcos mentioned it both north and south of a short despoblado. 6!
Coronado's chroniclers, however, mention only one group along the Rio
Nexpa, which they reference as the equivalent of "poor Indians" who most
closely approximate the mobile groups of the area.
The relevance of this meager, although distinct, description of "poor
Indians" is apparent when juxtaposed with a comparison of those Native
groups immediately to the south of the Rfo Nexpa. Importantly, Marcos
made it sound like the Natives he encountered were practicing a continuation of the same adaptation as groups farther south in Sonora. This insinuation suggests that Marcos encountered the Sobafpuri-O'odhams, not mobile
groups, both north and south of the modern international boundary. This
meeting would have occurred either because he continued farther north
along the San Pedro River where the Sobafpuri-O'odhams lived (they did
not inhabit the far southern reaches of the San Pedro River at this time) or
because he went down the Santa Cruz River where such groups seem to
have resided farther south than those people dwelling along the San Pedro
River. Archaeological data indicate that both the San Pedro and Santa Cruz
river valleys hosted O'odham populations at this time and for probably at
least a century before. On the Santa Cruz River, Sobaipuri-O'odham sites
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begin much farther south than they do on the margins of the San Pedro
River and would likely have been encountered by both Coronado and Marcos
had they descended this river, suggesting that at least Coronado descended
the San Pedro River. Marcos probably followed the San Pedro River route
too because only it has Sobafpuri site densities that approximate the population levels portrayed by Marcos as "heavily settled by splendid people"
and settlement distributions that match those patterns described as "clusters of houses ... a half league and a quarter of a league apart."62 Sites are
more widely spaced and densities are lower on the Santa Cruz River than
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those settlements on the San Pedro River, until much farther north where
later reports cited four settlements four leagues apart. 63 While mobile groups
were also present at this time along both the San Pedro and Santa Cruz
rivers, Marcos likely did not encounter them on the San Pedro River simply
because they may have been away from the river during his visit.
Given the archaeological data available for the Sobaipuri-O'odhams, it
is clear that they lived along both the Santa Cruz and San Pedro rivers
when Coronado came through the area, as chronometric data from both
rivers show. Yet, the Coronado Expedition encountered only "poor" Natives whose description matches the adaptation of the mobile groups and is
consistent with the depiction of the Sumas, another mobile group farther
east who "live chiefly on mescal" as they were seen through the eyes of and
described by another European during the Juan Dominguez de Mendoza
expedition in December 1683.64 These eastern Natives (Sumas), judging
from both the documentary and archaeological records, seem to have had
an adaptation similar to the Jocomes and Janos who resided in southern
Arizona.
An explanation that addresses these new data presents itself when the
daily travel expectations are logged. Jaramillo of Coronado's expedition
mentions that once arriving at the Rio Nexpa (the San Pedro River) the
expedition descended the rivulet fortwo days.65 Using the number ofleagues
fray Marcos traversed each day, as estimated by novelist and astronomer
William K. Hartmann, it is fair to state that Coronado and his party would
have been unlikely to reach any farther north than Lewis Springs in two
days (see map 3).66 This estimate assumes they could have traveled between
fifteen and twenty-five miles per day for a total distance of thirty to fifty
miles (north) downstream. The San Pedro River heads in Sonora about
thirty miles south of the modern international border. Two days of travel
would bring the explorers between just north of the international boundary
and Lewis Springs. The latter was a well-known crossing, even in later historic times when it served as the road to Tombstone prior to 1891. From
Lewis Springs, travelers could follow prominent peaks and pointy hills along
their route to established and dependable watering holes (see map 3).
Leagues traveled and the existence of a historically important crossing
suggest that Coronado did not reach as far north as the Sobaipuri-O'odham
villages, which, according to survey data and later documentary records,
begin just south of the Babocomari River's junction with the San Pedro (see
map 4).67 Together, these data points indicate that the Coronado party veered
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east from the San Pedro River at about Lewis Springs and Government
Draw. This route for the eastern turn is much farther south than researchers, except for Di Peso (who placed the turn even farther south), have previously postulated. 68 Most researchers conclude that the Coronado party turned
at Benson, Arizona, or farther north. This turn in the Lewis Springs vicinity
would have taken them through the opening between ranges on established
trails and into the expansive Sulphur Springs Valley. Using this course,
Coronado would have missed the Sobafpuri-O'odham villages that flanked
the river just north of Lewis Springs, but would have encountered any of a
number of scattered mobile hunter-gatherers who tended to reside near river
margins.
This rate and distance of travel seems reasonable, particularly since
Coronado does not mention meeting the richly clad Natives farther north
on the San Pedro River as Marcos noted. Those well-off Natives had abundant quantities of bison hides and turquoise. 69 A reason to believe Marcos
encountered Sobafpuri-O'odhams within their own territory is the fact that
no other contemporaneous sedentary group is known to have occupied this
zone. Moreover, in later accounts, Europeans described richly clad people
of various river-dwelling branches of 0'odhams as wearing feathers; tattoos;
cotton mantas; and ear, neck, and wrist ornaments. 70 These depictions likely
account for Bolton's embellishment when he suggests the 0'odhams of Kino's
time arrived with feathered headdresses, bright-colored blankets, strings of
beads, gaudy bracelets, enormous ear pendants, and "bizarre" face paints?!
Furthermore, such riches as described and implied by Marcos would unlikely be found among hunter-gatherers?2 The Coronado Expedition encountered people who had gifts of wild cacti, as would be expected of mobile
hunter-gatherers, whereas Spaniards who met the Sobafpuri-O'odhams in
1539 and in the 1690S were given gifts of agricultural produce. 73 Gift-giving
to travelers tended to include some of the most valued resources and food
staples the gifting group possessed, supporting the idea that wild cacti were
the best gifts the poor Natives could provide. Although the Sobafpuri0'odhams also likely used wild food sources and some 0'odham groups
living in harsher environments were poorer than others, the people Jaramillo
described are more similar to mobile groups who inhabited the San Pedro
River Valley and its adjacent areas?4
After two days of travel away from the San Pedro, Coronado's group arrived
at Chichilticali situated at the beginning of the next despoblado. This travel
time is compared to Marcos who took four days to reach the beginning of this
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final despoblado. Assuming Marcos descended the same river, three days of
travel would have brought him to the Sobafpuri-O'odham settlements and a
day from the despoblado. These settlements, that Kino and others later referred to as Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea and Quiburi or their precursors,
located north and south ofpresent-day Fairbank, Arizona, and the Babocomari
River, were inhabited by Sobafpuri-O'odhams (see map 4).75 Here, fray Marcos
erected crosses and likely established his camp near, but not in, one of these
Native settlements, as Viceroy Antonio Hurtado de Mendoza directed. 76
Thus, it seems that Coronado did not travel far enough north to encounter the Sobafpuri-O'odhams, but instead, after two days of travel (as opposed to three) veered east before reaching their settlements. The
Sobaipuri-O'odhams were present on both the Santa Cruz and San Pedro
rivers at the time of Coronado, and their settlements began a day's journey
farther north from Lewis Springs on the San Pedro River. The relationship
between fray Marcos and the Natives who possessed bison hides and turquoise became somewhat strained after the massacre of Marcos's extended
party by the occupants at Cfbola following the insistence of the black slave
and translator Esteban de Dorantes to approach the pueblo even after he
was turned away.77 This conflict could explain why Coronado would have
taken a different route than Marcos, trending to the east before reaching,
thus avoiding, these Sobafpuri-O'odham settlements occupied by people
whose relatives had been killed when they accompanied Esteban to Cfbola.
In this scenario, the "poor" Natives whom Coronado encountered were
mobile groups rather than Sobafpuri-O'odhams.
Researchers would benefit from remembering that groups other than
the Sobaipuri-O'odhams were present in this area during the 4o0s and 15oos.
In all, three groups can be distinguished archaeologically, and the chroniclers provided three behaviorally and geographically distinct descriptions.
This travel transect depicted "poor Indians" and "more barbarous" Natives,
matching the archaeological record and other historical descriptions of the
two known mobile groups (those Natives associated with the Canutillo complex and proto-Apaches represented by the Cerro Rojo complex). The "barbarous" Natives, as anthropologist Carroll L. Riley notes, were "on a lower
socio-economic level than the peoples immediately to the south," meaning
the 0' odhams to the west.78 The better clad and richer Natives farther north
described by Marcos were more fitting of the Sobaipuri-O'odhams, particularly since they practiced an adaptation similar to 0' odham groups farther
south along Marcos's route in Sonora.
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Another Implication: The Despoblado
If Coronado encountered one of the non-Athapaskan mobile groups, either
Jocomes or Janos, along the San Pedro River, then whom did he meet at
Chichilticali? Hartmann speculates that the "barbarous" Natives encountered at Chichilticali were hostile Sobafpuri-O'odham villagers who dispersed when they learned about the arrival of the Coronado Expedition. 79
This speculation is based on the assumption that Marcos and Coronado
followed the same route along this segment, and, as is conventionally accepted, the Sobafpuri-O'odhams were the main group present along the
San Pedro River and in the general area away from it.
When hostiles or unknown travelers arrived via river valley routes, many
sedentary villagers dispersed as a defensive mechanism or fled to the hills to
avoid potential confrontation.80 The operative concept, however, is that they
fled not to the basins but to the hills, where they were protected by the
rugged terrain. Coronado did not see Natives in the hills; he encountered
people on the valley floors who seemed to be welcoming and not fearful of
his presence. Some adjustments in Native flight strategies may have occurred through time as relations became strained between settled-lowland
Native villagers and mountain-dwelling mobile groups; yet, even in the late
1700S missionized O'odham groups along the Santa Cruz River fled to the
hills-occupied by Apaches hostile to the mission way of life-rather than
the basins when attempting to avoid Europeans.
Although some of the Sobafpuri-O'odhams participated in a mobile
lifestyle at various points throughout their history, the suggestion that they
dispersed across the landscape from fright in smaller, vulnerable groupings
for Coronado to encounter, as Hartmann has advocated, is unreasonable. 8l
The Sobafpuri-O'odhams were feared warriors and were well known for
their prowess in warfare. 8Z Ifanything the Spaniards would have been guarded
with respect to the Sobafpuri-O'odhams. Although Coronado ventured forth
with a formidable force (and easily subdued Cfbola), Capt. Hernando de
Alarcon and presumably all the Spaniards were under the Viceroy's directive to "lead them [the Natives] to desire your friendship and companionship ... be more circumspect in communication and conversation with the
Indians, because it seems that it was necessary to be more cautious with
them than you were the last time," and "be very careful that the people who
go in your company not inflict injury on or [exercise] force against the Indians."83 Moreover, the San Pedro River held no riches or reason to chance a
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confrontation. This circumstance provides a second viable explanation for
why Coronado did not continue north down the San Pedro River, following
Marcos's route through Sobafpuri-O'odham territory, but instead turned
before he faced potential hostilities.
Castaneda's account leaves little doubt that a mobile group was present at
Chichilticali, an adobe ruin without a roof (i.e., abandoned) in 1540.84 He
wrote, "It grieved everyone to see that the renown of Chichilticale was reduced to a ruined roofless house ... This building was made of bright red
earth." A number of scholars also think of Chichilticali as a region, pass, and
mountain range. 85 Referencing the dilapidated nature ofthe red-earth roofless
ruin at Chichilticali, Castaneda commented on the visiting mobile group:
It must have been despoiled by the natives of the region, the most
barbarous people thus far encountered. They live by hunting, and in
rancherfas, without permanent settlements. Most of the region is
uninhabited. 86
The location of this group and the idea that they were more "barbarous"
than other groups encountered along the San Pedro River to the southwest
suggests that those people at Chichilticali may have been ancestral Apaches.
In the final analysis, researchers can only guess whether these groups
were Athapaskans or non-Athapaskans as chronometric evidence indicates
both types of people were present in southern Arizona at the time of
Coronado. One possible Chichilticali candidate, the Kuykendall Site, contains evidence of all three of these groups (Sobafpuri-O'odhams, protoApaches, and Canutillo-complex peoples). Later, when records are more
detailed and numerous, the geographic distributions of these Athapaskan
and non-Athapaskan groups overlap in southeastern Arizona, although the
Canutillo-complex non-Athapaskan mobile groups tended to reside near
rivers and playas while proto-Apaches focused on upland areas, visiting the
lowlands for specific purposes or to move from one location to another.
Coronado provided the only additional historical information about the
indigenous inhabitants at Chichilticali when he commented, "The Indians
of Chichilticale say that whenever they travel to the sea for fish and other
things they bring back, they travel cross-country, and they take ten days'
travel [to get] there."87
Analysis indicates that the most parsimonious inferences to be drawn
from these newly available data include: (1) Marcos encountered the
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Sobafpuri-O'odhams on the upper San Pedro River around Benson and
Fairbank in present-day Arizona, (2) Coronado met a non-Athapaskan mobile group (Canutillo complex) on the upper San Pedro River, and (3) he
came across a different mobile group (proto-Apaches) described as the "more
barbarous" Natives at Chichilticali (see map 4). A good fit exists for the
proto-Apaches at Chichilticali because by any measure Athapaskans would
have seemed more "barbarous" to the Spaniards than any of the other groups.
The Spaniards' response to the proto-Apaches would have occurred for no
other reason than the Athapaskan language would have sounded more foreign to European language speakers and noticeably different from what are
presumed to be the Uto-Aztecan-based languages or dialects of other Native
mobile groups in the area. 88 Alternatively, Spaniards could have viewed the
non-Athapaskan mobile groups as more barbarous because they were poorer,
more mobile than the proto-Apaches, and traveled in even smaller groups.
Yet, the Canutillo-complex sites tend to be found in other settings, such as
along rivers and near playas. In addition to these locales, the Chiricahua
Mountains that flank the eastern edge of the Sulphur Springs Valley were
an early home base for the ancestral Chiricahua Apaches.
The Despoblado in Cultural and Historical Context
The presence of mobile Natives at Chichilticali has implications for the
despoblado because the ruin is south and west of the presumed empty area.
Yet, archaeological data suggest that just about any possible route used by
the Coronado Expedition would have been through areas that recent archaeological finds, chronometric dates, and analysis indicate were inhabited by mobile groups, especially Athapaskan mobile groups. Sites left by
Athapaskan and non-Athapaskan mobile groups, dating to the 1300S and
1400s, abound in the mountains and valleys of southeastern Arizona and
southwestern and west-central New Mexico. 89
The Spaniards' perception of an empty wilderness stems from chroniclers of the Coronado Expedition passing through the area and claiming
that an extensive part of the terrain to the northeast was a despoblado or
uninhabited zone. This view of a despoblado came from the apparent lack
of an encounter between expedition members and Natives during a twelveto fifteen-day period over 80 leagues (200-240 miles).9o Local Natives either
shared the opinion that the area was unsettled or they described people
with a mobile way of life that the chroniclers considered unrepresentative
of settlement.
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In this context, unsettled and uninhabited (existing translations of the
word despoblado) are relative, culturally laden terms whose meanings are
not necessarily as clear as they may seem. Archaeological evidence can be
useful in clarifying the meaning of this term. Evidence of this loaded meaning exists in documents from other areas of the American Southwest in
relation to mobile groups where Europeans parsed the language. Describing the Sumas, Janos, and other mobile groups of New Mexico, Fray Alonso
de Benavides noted that they had no houses and lived on what they hunted.
In order to hunt, these groups moved from hill to hil1. 91 Elsewhere in his
memorial, however, Benavides makes a similar statement with reference to
the Mansos: "This is also a people [who have] no houses, but only huts of
branches."92 Apparently, the Spaniards did not consider huts to be houses as
many structural rings have been found that these and other mobile groups
used. Likely, the reason for this distinction is that houses imply settlement
and permanency, whereas huts evoke a sense of wandering hunters who
throw together flimsy temporary shelters, making no place-specific claims
to the land.
In the same way that unsettled and uninhabited must be placed in a cultural and historical context, it is equally important to consider the context
in which Coronado and his men made their observations about this
despoblado. 93 Castaneda's reference to the nature of the Natives present at
Chichilticali, on the edge of the despoblado, as mas barbara (more barbarous) is not without political and economic implications. According to historian Anthony Pagden, legal discussions in Spanish society during the early
1500S began to focus on the issue of conquered peoples' property rightsthe right of conquerors to claim land and minerals, as well as harness
Native labor. 94 Issues relating to the Crown's, and by extension its representatives', sovereignty over Native peoples were not questioned, but lack of
clarity among these other aspects of dominion existed. Questions regarding
the disposition of property following conquest became the focus of considerable debate and gained urgency in the 153os. Invoking Roman Law, arguments conceived that "primitive" men (as barbarous inhabitants) lived
without the benefit of civil society, which, along with its constituent
relationships, was based upon property. Members of a society could not
make claim to property ownership if their society possessed no such property relationships, therefore rendering it uncivil. Pagden argues, "Their lands
were not their lands but merely open spaces which they, quite fortuitously,
happened to inhabit."95 Thus, the "barbarous" or "savage" Natives might
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wander throughout open lands, but they had not settled, exploited, or controlled them. This nomadic lifeway was de facto evidence that Natives had
neglected the land and as such forfeited it by their own actions. Therefore,
as the Spaniards rationalized, the land became available to the conqueror
and Crown. 96 Members of the Coronado Expedition expressed their desire
to lay claim to lands occupied by the mobile "barbarian" hunters. 97
Given the context, researchers can understand that the despoblado and
"barbarous" Natives held significance for the Spaniards not aligned with
meanings in use today. Coupled with the specific European understanding
of the mobile way of life, Coronado and his party unsurprisingly did not see
evidence of settlement in this expansive wilderness that, by other measures,
seems to have been inhabited long before his arrival. Thus, one important
implication of this alternative perspective wrought by these new data is that
no despoblado existed. The despoblado was a misperception and a product
of views regarding land use and private property that allowed expedition
members to claim uninhabited land as theirs. 98
Given the mobile way of life, and specifically the Athapaskan adaptation
to mountainous terrain, the mobile residents were probably elsewhere on
their seasonal round when the Spaniards traversed the area. Likely, the Spaniards simply did not see these mobile residents because they tended toward
rugged mountains and the Spaniards kept to the valleys and less rugged routes
when moving through mountainous terrain. 99 Also probable is that some of
the Native groups hid. Chiricahua Apaches' oral tradition notes that their
ancestors successfully hid from the Spaniards years before being discovered,
and later Spanish accounts from 1695 indicate that remaining invisible was a
defensive strategy with time depth. lOo This ploy partially explains why later
military campaigns were unsuccessful in finding signs of these mobile
groups even when present-day archaeologists and historians know the
Apaches were present. 10l Consequences of this strategy include: postulation of the Coronado route cannot be assessed on the basis of the absence of
Athapaskan sites and, conversely, the arrival of proto-Apaches in the Southwest cannot be ascertained by using Coronado Expedition documents.

Closing Statement
Survey and excavation data collected over the last two decades show that
Sobafpuri-O'odham groups were present in the river valleys of southern
Arizona at and before this important historical expedition. There seems to
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have been, however, a southern limit to Sobafpuri-O'odham distribution
along the margins of the San Pedro River at this time that likely explains
why Coronado encountered "poor" Natives instead of their richer counterparts described by Marcos a year earlier. Coronado veered to the east of the
San Pedro River before reaching the southernmost riverside Sobafpuri0' odham settlement. Prior to doing so, he encountered one of several resident mobile groups. Archaeological data show that these mobile groups,
probably the ancestors of groups later referenced as Jocomes or Janos, unreservedly occupied this region, moving from place to place throughout a
wide geographic expanse. Similarly, archaeological data from ancestral
Chiricahua Apache sites show that Athapaskans were likely present at
Chichilticali, as they were in the adjacent mountains since at least the 1400s
or seemingly earlier. These proto-Apaches represented the most "barbarous"
groups the Spaniards met, causing the travelers to differentiate, albeit vaguely,
between people practicing two distinct mobile adaptations. Chronometric
dates from a number of archaeological sites indicate that these ancestral
Apaches also occupied the mountainous regions through which this expedition would have traveled, including in or near the uninhabited zone or
despoblado. This new information regarding the geographic distribution
and timing of mobile group presence in the southern Southwest provides
alternative data useful for interpretations of routes traveled and offers guidance on where to look for archaeological data pertaining to Coronado Expedition encampments. It also demonstrates the value of combining data
from a variety of disciplines to arrive at new interpretations of age-old problems. Such an approach ties together and integrates evidence from multiple, independent sources (documentary, archaeological, oral historic,
ethnographic, geographic, linguistic, and social historical) to, as anthropologist Kathleen Deagan notes, "produce otherwise unobtainable results."102
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would erect crosses to demarcate where they stopped and sometimes at rancherfas
they visited. For more on the erection of crosses by Spaniards, see Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest; Naylor and Polzer, The Presidio and Militia on
the Northern Frontier of New Spain, 1:593; Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing
Flint, "Coronado's Crosses: Route Markers Used by the Coronado Expedition,"
Journal of the Southwest 35, no 2 (1993): 2°7-16; and Flint and Flint, Documents
of the Coronado Expedition, 73, 226, 227. Many crosses may have been wood, set
in the ground or in a rock cairn that today might be recorded as a survey comer
or mining claim. Stone crosses laid out on the ground are known from at least
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two sites. One is along Sonoita Creek in southern Arizona, on a route likely used
by Father Kino and perhaps fray Marcos when traveling between river basins.
This river drainage would have served as a route between the Santa Cruz and
San Pedro river valleys, through the Sonoita Valley. Another cross is at a site in
the vicinity of Hueco Tanks, east of El Paso, Texas. Both sites have material culture indicative of the protohistoric-historic period, which does not imply Coronado
was in El Paso. It only suggests that these crosses may have been constructed by
Spanish explorers and can be recognized as cultural features. While some crosses
flush with the ground surface may be early aerial photography crosses (markers
placed on the ground to calibrate the edge of aerial photography imagery), others are likely indicative of the crosses mentioned in the historic record. Flint and
Flint, in "Coronado's Crosses," discuss in detail the historic record regarding
these crosses.
77. Flint and Flint, Documents of the Coronado Expedition, 73-76.
78. Riley, The Frontier People, 103.
79. William K. Hartmann, letter to the author, 2006.
80. Seymour, Conquest and Concealment, 4, 336, 358, 375, 378, 380, 391; and Sidney
B. Brinckerhoff and Odie B. Faulk, eds. and trans., Lancers for the King: A Study of
the Frontier Military System of Northern New Spain, With a Translation of the
Royal Regulations of 1772 (Phoenix: Arizona Historical Foundation, 1965), 82.
81. For Sobafpuri-O'odhams' mobile lifestyle, see Seymour, "Delicate Diplomacy, part 1."
82. Frank Russell, The Pima Indians, rev. ed. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1975),165,2°4; Ruth Murray Underhill, Social Organization ofthe Papago Indians
(1939; repr., New York: AMS Press, 1969), 16-20; Charles C. Di Peso, The Sobaipuri
Indians ofthe Upper San Pedro River Valley, Southwestern Arizona, Amerind Foundation Publication, no. 6 (Dragoon, Ariz.: Amerind Foundation Publication, 1953);
Kessell, Mission of Sorrow, 12; Seymour, Sobaipuri-Pima Settlement along the Upper San Pedro River; Deni J. Seymour, "Sexually Based War Crimes or Structured
Conflict Strategies: An Archaeological Example from the American Southwest,"
in Texas and Points West: Papers in Honor ofJohn A. Hedrick and Carrol P. Hedrick,
ed. Regge N. Wiseman, Thomas C. O'Laughlin, and Cordelia T. Snow, Archaeological Society of New Mexico, no. 33 (Albuquerque: Archaeological Society of
New Mexico, 2007), 117-34; and Seymour, "Delicate Diplomacy, part 2," 172-7483· Flint and Flint, Documents of the Coronado Expedition, 227.
84. Ibid., 393; and Winship, The Journey of Coronado, 16.
85. Di Peso, Rinaldo, and Fenner, Architecture and Dating Methods, 99; and William
K. Hartmann, "Cities of Gold: The Novel as a Research Tool," Archaeology Southwest 19, no. 1 (2004): 14·
86. Hammond and Rey, Narratives ofthe Coronado Expedition, 252. For other translations, see Flint and Flint, Documents ofthe Coronado Expedition, 417; and Winship,
The Journey of Coronado, 16.
87. Flint and Flint, Documents of the Coronado Expedition, 256. The original documents and historians who have translated and written about this place spell
Chichilticali in different ways. The preferred spelling in this document is
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"Chichilticali" but when included in a quotation the spelling of the referenced
source is used.
Thomas H. Naylor, "The Extinct Suma of Northern Chihuahua: Their Origin,
Cultural Identity, and Disappearance," The Artifact 7, no. 4 (1969): 1-14; Thomas
H. Naylor, "Athapaskans They Weren't: The Suma Rebels Executed at Casas
Grandes in 1685," in Wilcox and Masse, The Protohistoric Period in the North American Southwest, 275-81; Wick R. Miller, "A Note on Extinct Languages of Northwest Mexico of Supposed Uto-Aztecan Affiliation;' International Journal ofAmerican
Linguistics 49 (July 1983): 328-47; Carl O. Sauer, The Distribution of Aboriginal
Tribes and Languages in Northwestern Mexico, Ibero-americana, vol. 5 (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1934), 65, 80; A. L. Kroeber, Uto-Aztecan Languages
of Mexico, Ibero-americana, vol. 8 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1934),
81; and Seymour, Conquest and Concealment, 337, 385, 388.
Seymour, "Despoblado or Athapaskan Heartland"; and Seymour, "Implications of
Mobility for Dating."
Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Coronado Expedition, 198.
The Memorial ofFray Alonso de Benavides, 1630, trans. Mrs. Edward E. Ayer, annot.
Frederick W. Hodge and Charles F. Lumrriis (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Horn and
Wallace, 1965), 12.
Ibid., 13.
In this context, it should be noted that this consideration of the differences in translation and meaning of the word despoblado does not result from retranslation of
the documents. Instead, individual elements that have been translated by others
are scrutinized because archaeological data contradict previous interpretations of
a specific word, phrase, or passage, suggesting alternative explanations are needed.
The necessity of retranslating illustrates how the addition of archaeological data
can substantially alter the interpretation of a translation.
Anthony Pagden, Spanish Imperialism and the Political Imagination: Studies in
European and Spanish-American Social and Political Theory, 1513-1830 (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1990), 15.
Ibid., 15·
Ibid., 15-17.
Flint and Flint, Documents of the Coronado Expedition, 381-82, 385.
Seymour, "Despoblado or Athapaskan Heartland."
John P. Harrington, Southern Peripheral Athapaskawan Origins, Divisions, and Migrations, Essays in Historical Anthropology of North America, vol. 100 (Washington,

D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1940), 510; Edward B. Danson, An Archaeological
Survey ofWest Central New Mexico and East Central Arizona, Papers of the Peabody

Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, vol. 44, no.

1

(Cambridge, Mass.: Peabody

Museum, 1957), 116; Seymour, Conquest and Concealment, 324-25; Seymour, "Thirtytwo Degrees North Latitude," llo--12; Seymour, "A Rancheria in the Gran Apacheria,"

158-60; and Seymour, "Despoblado or Athapaskan Heartland," 124-27, 131-38.
100. For a discussion of the Chiricahua Apaches' oral tradition during this time period,
see D. C. Cole, The Chiricahua Apache, 1846-1876: From War to Reservation (Al-
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buquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988), 2-3, 7. For Spanish records
that discuss this defensive strategy, see Naylor and Polzer, The Presidio and Militia
on the Northern Frontier of New Spain, 1:645.
For an example, see Naylor and Polzer, The Presidio and Militia on the Northern

Frontier of New Spain, 1:651.
102.

Kathleen A. Deagan, "Neither History nor Prehistory: The Questions that Count
in Historical Archeology," Historical Archaeology 22, no. 1 (1988): 8.

Book Reviews

Historic Preservation and the Imagined West: Albuquerque, Denver, and
Seattle. By Judy Mattivi Morley. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2006.
x + 204 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-7006-1477-6.)
During the past two decades, historians have been deconstructing cultural
productions, particularly the lure of myths, associated with the "wild" U.S.
West. Their insights regarding the imagined aspects of the "frontier" have
served to recast certain heroic and persistent narratives of colorful individuals, conflicts, and victories. In Historic Preservation and the Imagined West,
author Judy Mattivi Morley outlines how various interest groups, cognizant of
western mythology, either exaggerated or manufactured unique local histories to distinguish their cities, and more important, to entice tourists.
She examines how historic preservationists transformed five sites-Old
Town in Albuquerque, Larimer Square and Lower Downtown in Denver,
and Pioneer Square and Pike Place in Seattle-to best fit into the traditional western narrative in order to successfully market their civic identity.
Morley chose to select these tourist-driven places because they are currently
perceived as commercial successes and continue to serve as models for other
cities throughout the West to emulate. Morley, however, goes beyond the
invented nature of these places and exposes the intimate relationships that
emerged between urban renewal impulses and historical preservation in
the quest for revitalization. Her comparative approach allows readers to
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observe the evolution of common individual and collective forces as they
created tourist attractions through manipulation of a political rhetoric that
drove civic agendas in the name and interest of "the people." Most interesting is how Morley outlines various debates that occurred in different places
and times, but at their core sound astonishingly similar. All the preservation
efforts publicly expressed a commitment to preserving the authentic while
consciously working on commodifying a contrived past for leisure and consumption. Unfortunately, the creation of upscale and "safe" environments
came at the expense of the poor and ethnic communities. "Skid rows" became gentrified, and, in the case of Old Town Albuquerque, preservationists committed themselves to creating a romanticized Spanish-flavored place
based on a fabricated past as they simultaneously displaced and marginalized
Hispanics.
Morley's extensive examination speaks to the power of tourist dollars and
the link between the manipulation of history and place. No grassroots movements are featured in Morley's well-researched work, but she deliberately
identifies the passions and strange bedfellows that initiated and fueled historical preservation in the three cities analyzed in her book. The various
individuals she highlights, such as Dana Crawford in Denver, add a compelling factor to this book as readers gain insight into the personal motivations behind various historical preservation crusades. Her work stands as a
valuable contribution to the historiography of gentrification, historical preservation, tourism, collective memory, and the creation of the U.S. West, as
well as urban development and planning. Morley's must-read Historic Preservation and the Im<:gined West confirms that the history of place is a history
of power as it exposes the hidden histories and the constructed nature of
landscapes.

Lydia R. Otero
The University ofArizona

Dividing Western Waters: Mark Wilmer and Arizona v. California. By Jack L.
August Jr., foreword by John Bouma. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 2007. xix + 172 pp. Halftones, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.

$32.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-87565-354-9.)
The title of this thin, elegantly written, and ultimately unilluminating
book tells it all. In the title, author Jack L. August Jr. promises to address at
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least three related topics: the general interstate division of western waters;
the specific division by the Supreme Court of the Colorado River below
Lee's Ferry among California, Arizona, and Nevada; and the role ofArizona's
last lawyer, Mark Wilmer, in that division. These are all important and huge
topics, but August does justice to none of them.
This chronicle does not set the oft-told story against the background of
correlative states' rights to shared interstate waters. Arizona v. California
arose in the mid-twentieth century after fifty years of interstate battles over
common surface water sources and a lot of law had developed concerning
the relative rights of states to shared rivers. To hear August tell it here, the
battle between Arizona and California over the Lower Colorado was unique,
and of course it was. But the book does not provide any insight into that
uniqueness in terms of the three alternatives for dividing interstate waters:
interstate compact; Supreme Court original jurisdiction law suit; and, as
recognized by the suit involved here, direct Congressional division. In fact
the struggle over the Lower Colorado involved all three possibilities, but in
August's hands, the tale fixes only on the lawsuit.
With respect to the lawsuit itself, this book is not very satisfying in the
annals oflitigation. The narrative treats the first Arizona lawyers in the lawsuit
as the villains of the story without explaining why. John Frank, Arizona's lead
attorney for most of the suit, was an incredibly accomplished member of the
Arizona water bar and a distinguished scholar and student of interstate water
disputes. He built Arizona's case on the imprecise doctrine of equitable apportionment. When that approach got expensive and messy, Arizonans got
nervous. August here demonstrates no understanding for what Arizona had
to show to sustain its claim to an equitable share of the Lower Colorado and
how legally and factually complicated that evidence inevitably was.
Instead, August moves into the book's third embedded box, the role of
the Arizona lawyer Mark Wilmer in the suit. According to August, Wilmer
saved the lawsuit, made the controversial Central Arizona Project possible,
and resurrected the dream of Arizona developers to a much-expanded Tucson and Phoenix. In fact Wilmer switched theories late in the lawsuit and
offered the Supreme Court's Special Master a third, unheard-ofaltemative
basis for finding that the Lower Colorado already had been apportioned
among California, Arizona, and Nevada in the Boulder Canyon Act of 1928.
It was a daring move and it worked, but August is no help in deciphering
Wilmer's thought process on the subject. This book purports to be the legal
biography of a lawyer, but Wilmer flits in and out of this story, a shadowy
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figure at best who seems to have struck as arbitrarily and powerfully as a bolt
of desert lightning.
When you take apart the three boxes of what August presents in Dividing
Western Waters, there is very little there. In the stories of this division of the
Colorado River, we already have the detailed accounts of participants, such
as the two-volume work of California's John Terrell, who represented the
Colorado River Board of California; and the lengthy law review article of
the late Charles Meyers, who served as special assistant to Special Master
Simon Rifkind and himself took a lot of credit for recognizing Wilmer's
theory. August never refers to these contemporaneous documents, which
do much more to explain the events. Further, he never acknowledges that
in the almost fifty years since the Supreme Court decided Arizona v. California, Congress has exercised only once the unique power conferred on it
in 1963 and then under totally different circumstances than were present on
the Lower Colorado.
Em Hall
University of New Mexico

Cricket in the Web: The 1949 Unsolved Murder that Unraveled Politics in New
Mexico. By Paula Moore. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
2008. xi + 203 pp. 12 halftones, maps, appendixes, bibliography, index. $24.95
cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4341-3, $18'95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-4342-0.)
Cricket in the Web is a detailed investigation of the unsolved murder of
eighteen-year-old Ovida "Cricket" Coogler in Las Cruces, New Mexico,
during the mid-twentieth century. Describing the many twists, turns, and
theories of Coogler's death, Paula Moore chronicles a case that remains a
rich source for documentary films, popular books and articles, and cafe and
barroom gossip across southern New Mexico. Employing multiple sourcesincluding local newspapers, court documents from multiple trials, FBI
records, archives of high-ranking state politicians, and nearly two dozen
oral interviews-Moore explores how the murder of one teenage girl sent
ripples through the political power structure of an entire town and state.
In murder mystery fashion, Moore illuminates the tangle of crime, sex,
violence, and political corruption in which the young and risque "Cricket"
Coogler was embroiled. The sordid cast of characters includes the oftenabusive yet charismatic sheriff, "Happy" Apodaca; a professional football
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player; and a range of powerful state officials and colorful local residents, all
of whom crossed paths with the diminutive Coogler in her final days and
hours. Moore deftly traces events from the last hours of Coogler's life spent
partying and drinking in downtown Las Cruces on 31 March 1949 to when
her body turned up in a make-shift grave in the desert four days later to the
ensuing cover-up, prison time for Apodaca, and abrupt shift in state party
politics. Throughout the book, Moore brings the primary figures to life with
vivid characterizations, walks the reader through an abundance of intricate
possibilities that may have led to Coogler's murder, and provides a painstakingly close reading of all the available evidence.
Moore ultimately suggests that the case illuminates a critical moment in
the economy, social life, and politics of mid-twentieth century New Mexico.
In Moore's hands, for example, Coogler's death is intertwined with the notorious political networks of illegal gambling and bribery that shaped state
politics; the backdrop for one of the earliest civil rights cases against law
enforcement, which stemmed from a black suspect in the case being tortured by local authorities; and a window into the profound ways in which
gender and sex shaped life in New Mexico. Despite these tantalizing threads,
however, much more may be said about how the case shapes our understanding of the shifting demography of the Southwest, race and ethnic relations in the Borderlands, sexual and gendered performances in the West,
and complex political formations in growing mid-century towns. Cricket in
the Web is thus less a work of broad-ranging scholarship that deeply engages
debates in the historical literature on the U.S. West, the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands, or legal history than it is an engrossing and pointed excavation of
a slice of regional history in New Mexico.
Luis Alvarez

University ofCalifomi a, San Diego

Salvation through Slavery: Chiricahua Apaches and Priests on the Spanish
Colonial Frontier. By H. Henrietta Stockel. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2008. xii + 179 pp. 20 halftones, maps, chronology, notes, bibliography, index. $27.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4325-3.)
After twenty-five years of contact with Chiricahua Apaches in New Mexico
and Oklahoma, H. Henrietta Stockel knows who her friends are. They are
these "gentle people, tolerant and unassuming" Indians (p. xi). Her villains
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in this "painful drama" are the colonial Catholic priests, "guilty of genocide" (p. 137). She writes that "identity theft and enslavement are unmistakable proof of the priests' intent to destroy and prevent the Apaches'
continuation as a people" (p. 137)'
What did the Jesuits and Franciscans of New Spain do to merit this condemnation? Propelled by "Eurocentrism" and "egocentricity of empire," they
had the "arrogant" audacity to claim "dominion 'over all the earth'" and "divine permission to use every means at their disposal" (pp. 1, 3,4, 132). Hence,
with "pathological disregard for the consequences of their actions," they engaged in "baptism and renaming" ofApaches, then sold them into slavery "in
order to 'save their souls'" (pp. 1, 5, 132). In Stockel's view, the priests attacked Apaches' cultural identity by baptizing them, selling them into slavery, and thereby promoting "cultural assimilation processes" (p. 133)'
Certainly the brutality of Spanish New World colonialism has been infamous since Bartolome de las Casas created the "Black Legend" in the sixteenth century. Catholic priests played a role in the imperial systems,
including encomienda and repartimiento, mechanisms of conquest and
forced labor, even as they perceived themselves as spiritualizing forces for
good. Missionizing undermined the social cohesion of Native peoples
throughout the hemisphere. Nonetheless, Stockel's unrelenting hostility
toward the priests clouds her judgment regarding them. Of course Spaniards enslaved Indians. Spanish administrators shipped some Chiricahuas
to Cuba for forced labor, where they "caused numerous inconveniences
and disruptions" (p. no). But her book makes explicit indictments regarding priests among the Apaches, and ultimately her work succeeds or fails,
depending on the proof she has to offer.
Chapter 4 is where Stockel prese~ts her new documentary evidence regarding priests and Apaches. Here are brief vignettes of Apaches who were
"adopted" by "godfathers" among the Spaniards. Stockel refuses to consider
that these Spaniards might have actually "adopted" the Apaches or served as
their "godfathers." Without presenting any evidence, she simply presumes
that the Spaniards became "owners of the Apaches slaves" (p. nS). She even
admits that her conclusion is an "assumption" for which "there is no unassailable proof" (pp. 126, 127)' Yet she persists in her claim: soldiers captured
Apaches, and priests baptized them and then sold them to Spaniards, who
kept them as slaves. Despite the fact that "nothing can be corroborated,"
she charges, "it is not an improbable situation," and in sum the priests were
guilty of "illegal and immoral actions" (pp. 56, 127)' She concludes that
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"Their efforts at indoctrination and conversion were successful. Many ...
descendants of the survivors, today practice Roman Catholicism" (p. 139)'
For Stockel, contemporary Apache Catholicism is a symbol of enslavement,
identity theft, and genocide. Not everyone will share that view.
Christopher Vecsey
Colgate University

Willard Clark: Printer and Printmaker. By David Farmer, foreword by Pamela
Smith. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2008.95 pp. 79 color plates,
47 halftones, notes. $34-95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-890l3-511-2.)
The first thing that has to be said about David Farmer's new monograph
on Santa Fe artist Willard Clark is that it is a lovely book. Clearly, a lot of
effort went into its design and presentation, which can be seen in everything from the quality of paper it is printed on to the number and nature of
the illustrations. Surely, this would have appealed to Clark's own habit of
lavishing effort on the end result of his printmaking efforts, whether it was a
fine art print or one to be used in an advertisement. If only the text were as
richly crafted.
Farmer's account of Willard, an artist he clearly admires and one whose
style he argues is "closely identified with Santa Fe," is riddled with broad
rather than specific facts as well as obscure or "in" references, and it often
indulges in long descriptive passages of works that are not included as illustrations in the book (p. 13)' These faults make it difficult for the reader to
really connect with the subject. When was Clark born, for example? Farmer
refers to Clark as "a young man of 19," but never gives a date in the text by
which we can fix him (p. 17)' (The reader must resort to reading the jacket
copy to learn that Clark was born in 1910 and died in 1992.) Other major
events, such as the opening of Clarks's El Estudio Press in Santa Fe, are not
specifically dated either, although Farmer does describe the address of the
studio and lists the model number of the press that Willard used there (pp.
18, 21). Sometimes, the problem in the text is that the information is too
specific, leaving uninitiated readers to scratch their heads at jargon-loaded
passages referring to technical matters that are not fully explained.
Despite these flaws, Farmer's scholarship lays the foundation for a deeper
appreciation ofthis highly innovative and productive artist. Atrained painter,
but self-trained printer, Clark was involved in the Santa Fe art scene at its

444?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 3

Modernist high point. He printed some of Gustave Baumann's more complex works and had established himself as "one of the best pressmen in
Santa Fe, if not the Southwest" by the late 1930S (p. 50). In an era before
mimeograph machines, xeroxing, and digital scanners, Clark was using his
woodblock printing skills to provide everything from letter heads to advertising copy to shipping labels to seasonal menus for businesses in the region. His commercial work remains as his most important contribution to
the Santa Fe art scene. Using his knowledge of printing technique and fusing it with a deep love for the environment within which he was ensconced,
Clark produced simple, elegant, and witty illustrations that remain a lasting
tribute to his skills. I join Farmer in celebrating the fact that this artist is
finally getting some of the recognition he deserves.
Stephanie L. Taylor
New Mexico State University

The Life and Times ofRichard Castro: Bridging a Cultural Divide. By Richard Gould. (Denver: Colorado Historical Society, 2007. vi + 279 pp. 22 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-942576-5°-4-)
Many people were involved in advancing Latino rights during the second half of the twentieth century throughout the Southwest. One of them
was Colorado Assemblyman Richard Castro (1946-1991), the focus of Richard Gould's current work. Gould traces Castro's life in thirteen chapters.
In chapter 1, Gould reviews Castro's formative college days during the
turbulent 1960s in Denver. Some Mexican American students took a revolutionary approach. Others, like Castro, were moderate reformers. Chapter
2 introduces Castro's wife and reviews her family history. Chapter 3 presents
the politics of West Denver during the early 1970s. Using coalition politics,
Castro worked unsuccessfully with others to stop a development plan that
would wipe out an entire neighborhood. In chapter 4, the author leaves the
1970S and traces the Castro family history from the time of Spanish rule
through the labor struggles of the early twentieth century. Chapters 5 and 6
explore East Denver during the 1950S. The struggles of the working class,
residential segregation, and Castro's years in Catholic school are highlighted.
Chapter 7 returns to West Denver during the early 1970S. The author details the factional in-fighting and turf wars within and between two rival
Latino groups: the reform-oriented West Side Coalition and the radical
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Crusade for Justice. Castro is shot during a heated confrontation. The role
of the FBI in repressing social justice activism is unfortunately understated.
Chapter 8 shows how Castro maneuvered through turbulent West Side
politics to emerge as an elected member of the Colorado State Assembly in
1974 at age twenty-eight. Chapter 9 details Castro's experience in the State
House and highlights the challenges faced by Latino assemblypersons during the 1970S' Chapter 10 exposes the bitter feud between Colorado governor Richard Lamm and Latino lawmakers. In chapter 11, Castro becomes
director of the Commission on Human Rights and Community Relations
for the City of Denver after Federico Pena was elected the city's first Latino
mayor in 1983. Chapter 12 emphasizes controversial human rights issues
Castro took on. These included opposing the U.S. government's war against
Nicaragua, supporting gay rights, and defending non-English languages.
In chapter 13, the author draws several conclusions. The revolutionaries
and reformers formed a "symbiotic relationship," each allowing the other to
flourish in the context in which they developed (p. 228). In the end, the
reformers had only limited impact because the revolutionaries could not
sustain a supportive movement from below. Another conclusion is that Latino
nationalism is a reaction that emerges among people who are not fully included and respected. If society wishes to suppress nationalism among
Latinos today, it must first learn to tolerate their differences.
The author does a remarkable job depicting Castro not as a heroic individual acting alone, but as an actor embedded within a complex web of
historically produced social forces. Castro is influenced by and engages these
forces. The author includes a cast of characters that made Castro's political
life possible. The book is well written, insightful, and suitable for a general
audience. It is a must read for those interested in race relations in the Southwest, Latinos in Colorado, and the political history of Denver. It supplements Rodolfo Rosales's Illusion ofInclusion: The Untold Political Story of
San Antonio (2000) and Sharon Navarro's Latina Legislator: Leticia Van
De Putte and the Road to Leadership (2008), both of which analyze the rise
of Latino middle-class politics in San Antonio, Texas.
Richard E. Martinez
University of Minnesota
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Historic Photos ofAlbuquerque. By Sandra Fye. Historic Photos Series. (Nashville, Tenn.: Turner Publishing, 2007. x + 206 pp. 206 halftones, select bibliography. $39-95 cloth, ISBN 978-1-5965-2376-0.)
Although history can be remembered and retold in many ways, photography brings history alive in ways that are at once nostalgic yet compelling-a picture is worth a thousand words. Albuquerque has a rich history,
a legacy of diverse people and significant events. The collection of photographs assembled by Sandra Fye speaks to our collective fascination with
the past through the camera's lens. Photographs are predicated on the snapshot, a glimpse, a moment in time. They are in and of themselves devoid of
context. Each photograph holds a piece of history butthe photos need to be
contextualized to make them useful as historical sources. The photographs
in this collection have been contextualized as "historic events and everyday
life of two centuries of people building a unique and prosperous city."
Historic Photos ofAlbuquerque is a chronological and thematic exploration of the history of Albuquerque using photographs from the collections
of the Albuquerque Museum, the Center for Southwest Research at the
University of New Mexico, and the Library of Congress. The themes/chronology include "The Railroad Boom Years (1880-1899)," "Chief City of a
New Empire (1900-1919)," "Tourism Brings Changes and Celebrities (19201939)," and "War, Airplanes, and Route 66 (1940-1980)." The view is decidedly narrow for a city with more than three hundred years of history.
Photographs add contextual evidence to narratives, and visual resources
contextualize historic moments. This collection has no coherent or sustained narrative that moves the story of Albuquerque from 1880 to 1980. A
very short historical sketch prefaces each twenty-year time frame of photographs. Each page is taken up with one photograph and explanatory text but
no rhythm or story line is developed to pull you into the history of Albuquerque. "Chief City of a New Empire (19°0-1919)" is the longest section
and contains seventy-two images that document Old Town and New Town
Albuquerque through architecture, business establishments, fairs and civic
parades, baseball teams, and militia units. The descriptive text can be informative at times and explicates the image but at other times the text is more
imaginative than informative.
The publisher's caveat states: "The focus and clarity of many images is
limited to the technology of the day and the skill of the photographer who
captured them." I was disappointed in the quality and clarity of many of the
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images. I would also have preferred that the photographs be cited on the
same page as the image. In addition, no photographer is listed for any of the
206 photographs.
Historic Photos of Albuquerque is flawed in many ways but if you are
fascinated with historic photos simply for the nostalgic tug at your
heartstrings, this book uses black-and-white photos to depict four distinct
eras in Albuquerque's history in a friendly scrapbook rather than scholarly
format.

Dennis P. Trujillo
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Colonial Natchitoches: A Creole Community on the Louisiana-Texas Frontier. By H. Sophie Burton and F. Todd Smith. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 2008. xiii + 216 pp. Halftone, maps, 50 tables, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 978-1-6°344-018-9.)
H. Sophie Burton and F. Todd Smith begin their book with an assertion that will surprise most readers: "For most of the colonial era,
Natchitoches was the easternmost of three communities- San Antonio
and Santa Fe being the others-that served as the focal points for the
Europeans, Native Americans, and African peoples who inhabited the area
between the Red River and the Rio Grande" (p. ix). Students of the North
American Spanish Borderlands in the eighteenth century readily acknowledge the prominence of San Antonio and Santa Fe, but Natchitoches?
Few students could place Natchitoches on a map much less make a case
for its historical significance.
In this brief monograph based on deep archival research, Burton and
Smith reconstruct the history of Natchitoches from its founding as a French
outpost in 1714 through its transfer to Spanish rule after the Seven Years'
'Yar to its purchase, along with the rest of the Louisiana Territory, by the
United States in 1803. Painstakingly tabulating birth, baptismal, marriage,
and census data, the authors offer an astonishingly thorough recounting of
the town's changing demographic character, as well as of the shifts in its
economic and social order. The composite portrait that they recapture is
itself surprising, because it goes well beyond the level of aggregate detail
that we have come to expect in studies of eighteenth-century Borderland
communities. Indeed, in its methods and findings, Colonial Natchitoches
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seems more like the historical works that were done about New England
towns a generation ago.
Colonial Natchitoches also surprises readers by challenging conventional
wisdom about French colonial settlements. Although the village, like many
other French outposts, was founded as a hub for trade with Indians, Burton
and Smith show that its inhabitants quickly moved on to other pursuits.
Instead of trade with Indians, the life of Natchitoches came to be dominated by the planting of tobacco. With the development of a planter culture
came a far more stratified society with a Creole elite on top and large numbers of slaves, a few Indians and mostly Africans, on the bottom.
What also surprises, although in a disappointing way, is the reticence
of Burton and Smith to put the history of eighteenth-century Natchitoches
in a broader comparative context. In part this reluctance reflects how much
more comprehensive their portrait of the demography of Natchitoches is
than what we have yet available for neighboring communities, at least
those in lower Louisiana and Texas. Still, comparisons with New England
towns (and even Virginia counties) could have been forwarded. But the
authors keep their eyes close to Natchitoches, so much so that they do not
even compose a "conclusion" to summarize their findings and situate them
in a larger framework. That omission is unfortunate, for Colonial
Natchitoches makes a contribution to a bigger and better history of colonial North America.
Stephen Aron
University of California, Los Angeles
Autry National Center

Storytelling in Yellowstone: Horse and Buggy Tour Guides. By Lee H.
Whittlesey. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2007. xiv + 377
pp. 36 halftones, map, appendixes, notes, bibliographic essay, index. $27.95
cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4117-4.)
Over the years, Yellowstone's significance as the first national park has attracted many writers and historians, including Hiram Martin Chittenden,
W. Turrentine Jackson, Aubrey L. Haines, and Richard Bartlett. Inevitably,
most of them emphasized the evolution of the park itself-the how and why
of its founding. Other management histories have since appeared. In this
current volume, Lee H. Whittlesey reminds us these histories are but half the
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story. What remain are the people of Yellowstone, its remarkable culture,
replenished every summer by new workers and visitors. Their interaction,
the Yellowstone "experience," is the subject of this insightful volume. More
to the point, this is "the history of storytelling," Whittlesey writes, "later
called interpretation" (p. 1).
Although the term interpretation immediately brings to mind the National Park Service, Whittlesey begins with the opening of the park in the
1870s. More than forty years before the Park Service was established, the
Yellowstone experience was already training interpreters. Interpreters handed
their traditions down to the Park Service, not the other way around. In addition the Park Service never displaced the original relationships between
visitors and concessionaires, whose employees continue to provide interpretation, if now generally under the guidance of the agency.
Drawing on significant amounts of primary material, Whittlesey's singular contribution is to chronicle how the first encounters between guides
and park visitors evolved into the formal pursuit of storytelling. Although
one can hardly imagine Yellowstone without it, interpretation indeed
evolved. A first requirement was the collection of information. Building on
the stories of Native Americans, trappers, and explorers, early guidebooks
helped point the way. Finally, the inventiveness of the storytellers themselves gave the Yellowstone experience its creative spin.
Inevitably, transportation encouraged the best early storytelling. Tourists
spending long hours in the saddle, or riding a stagecoach, expected to be
entertained. WithYellowstone's wonders spread far apart, storytelling broke
any perceived monotony in between. Unlike Yosemite Valley, which could
be seen in a day, the Grand Tour of Yellowstone averaged five days. Thus,
while the wonders of Yellowstone assured good material, the park's size
motivated the quantity and quality of interpretation. In no park of the period-and few since-were visitors and their guides together for a longer
time. The richness of interpretation naturally followed the place and the
challenge of so much to see.
Of course it helped that the Northern Pacific Railroad was a major promoter of Yellowstone, arriving at the park in 1883. By the time tourists disembarked at the gateway, their sense of expectation had been highly aroused.
Twenty-five years later, the arrival of the Union Pacific Railroad at West
Yellowstone added a second major carrier and promoter. Most arriving visitors looked forward to interpretation-and believed in it-having been
steeped in the lore of Yellowstone aboard the trains.
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Perhaps Whittlesey will tackle the railroads as interpreters next. Meanwhile, the National Park Service, as his employer, is to be commended for
supporting this major work. Although we know the critical forces that brought
Yellowstone National Park into being, it remains vital to know the culture
within the park. For that, and for adding creatively to his previous Yellowstone
writings, Whittlesey is entitled to take a bow.
Alfred Runte
Seattle, Washington

American Indians and State Law: Sovereignty, Race and Citizenship, 17901880. By Deborah A. Rosen. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2007.
xvii + 340 pp. Tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN

978-0-8°32-3968-5.)
Deborah A. Rosen explores a component ofIndian history, law, and policy
often overlooked and misunderstood by those working in the field. Legal
scholars and historians have written extensively regarding the parameters of
the federal-tribal relationship and the primacy of federal law, but there have
been few works to carefully document the exercise ofstate jurisdiction (lawful or not) during the period before 1880. Rosen's ambitious book is divided
into three sections and provides a wealth of information for legal scholars
and historians. Its primary value lies in the empirical work cataloguing many
state court decisions and statutes regarding Indians. There is some tendency
throughout the book to make sweeping conclusions based on a few welldeveloped studies in sample states and much more limited evidence from
other states. This point is not to say that all of the conclusions are wrong,
but simply that they would have benefited from further documentation.
Others have noted internal contradictions. For example, see Bethany Berger's
"Red: Racism and the American Indian," in the UCLA Law Review (2009).
The first section of Rosen's work reviews the assertion of state jurisdiction over Indians by states in the criminal and civil contexts. Consistent
with the approach in the remainder of the book, Rosen uses carefully documented anecdotal case studies to make her point that states generally asserted power over Indians regardless of federal jurisdictional rules that
theoretically precluded such authority. She focuses on cases involving the
Seneca in New York and the Cherokees in Georgia to support her view that
in New York, for example, Indians were fully incorporated into the state's
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jurisdiction. In Worcester v. Georgia, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
Georgia had no civil or criminal jurisdiction within the Cherokee Reservation. She presents evidence that, notwithstanding the Supreme Court's ruling, state assertions of civil and criminal jurisdiction contributed to the
eventual removal of the Cherokees (and tribes in other southern states) to
the Indian Territory-now Oklahoma.
The second section of the book reviews the subject of Indians and racial
discrimination. Rosen describes how the political status of tribes led to sometimes different treatment from African Americans, but asserts that Indians and
the latter were generally subjected to similar discriminatory treatment. She carefully documents racial discrimination in a few states and includes brief reviews
of debates in Minnesota and Michigan regarding the treatment of Indians in
state constitutions and legislation in the mid-nineteenth century.
The book closes with a review of various approaches made by states toward granting citizenship to individual Indians. Several states, from Massachusetts to New Mexico, are included. The reader gets a flavor for the mix
of aitruistic motives on the part of whites, along with the fact that citizenship was often a tool for exploitation of tribal lands and natural resources.
The book is heavily footnoted and contains a fine bibliography. Rosen
makes an important contribution to the field and provides information useful not only to serious scholars, but also to anyone interested in history.
Robert T. Anderson
University of Washington

A Sweet, Separate Intimacy: Women Writers ofthe American Frontier, 18001922. Edited by Susan Cummins Miller. Voice in the American West series.
(Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2008. xvii + 447 pp. Suggested readings, notes, bibliographies, index. $59.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-87480-637-3,
$26.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-89672-618-5.)
First published by the University of Utah Press in 2000, A Sweet, Separate Intimacy is a rich collection of writings by women who lived or traveled
in the American West during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Out of print since 2004, this volume is now available from Texas Tech University Press.
The materials in this collection provide a vivid portrait of nineteenthcentury frontier life. A Sweet, Separate Intimacy highlights women's
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experiences on diverse frontiers stretching from the Dakotas to Texas, the
Great Lakes to the Pacific Ocean. Susan Cummins Miller draws on a wide
range of writing styles, including American Indian origin tales and Anglo
American personal correspondence, poetry and political speeches, and ethnographic studies and individual memoirs. While the majority of its selections reflect the social dominance of educated white women, the book also
includes several contributions by or about women of color.
Miller introduces each author with a brief essay that includes her educational, ethnic, and social class background, and summarizes the author's
writing career. Each introductory essay also includes a few paragraphs on
the historical context of that author's life and writings. While these introductions help to place each author in time and space, they also emphasize
the limitations of the editor's reliance on a chronological organization for
this collection. Placing these varied materials in strict chronological orderbased on the year of each author's birth - reduces the potential impact of
these historical works by separating closely related materials, such as those
focused on the California gold rush. Grouping the essays geographically
would encourage readers to compare different authors' perspectives on similar places, and would emphasize how ethnic and class relations shifted over
time in a single locale. Alternately, grouping the writings thematically (such
as descriptions of women's arrivals on newly opened frontiers) would highlight similarities in the frontier experience across space and time. More
editorial commentary might also reveal what, if anything, was unique about
women's experiences or perspectives on the frontier.
Taken together, the pieces of writing in A Sweet, Separate Intimacy create a vivid portrait of life in the nineteenth-century American West. This
volume will be particularly valuable for teachers and students of western
literature. It should also encourage scholars of western and women's history
to utilize fiction writing as a primary source. Texas Tech University Press
should be commended for once more making this collection available to
students of the American frontier.
Cynthia Culver Prescott
University of North Dakota
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The Chouteaus: First Family of the Fur Trade. By Stan Hoig. (Albuquerque:

University of New Mexico Press, 2008. xi + 337 pp. 24 halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4347-5.)
The large and well-connected Chouteau family was one of the most
important entities operating in the St. Louis, Missouri-based fur trade during the nineteenth century. Indeed, Auguste Chouteau (1749-1829) was
present with Pierre de Laclede Liguest at the founding of St. Louis in 1764,
and for the next century the city's history would be closely linked with the
fortunes of his heirs. A good deal of research and publication has been directed toward defining and refining this family's role in the development of
the early West. This new book by Stan Hoig, a distinguished historian who
has produced numerous books and articles on the American West, adds
substantially to that growing body ofliterature.
Based largely on published primary and secondary sources, this book
does a good job of describing the story of Auguste Pierre Chouteau, who
developed several trading posts in the Kansas region, and his longtime,
multifaceted relationships with the Osage nation. His four trading posts
comprised what was called the "Osage Outfit," one of a number of subsets
ofthe vast fur trade enterprise built by Berthold, Pratte and Company, which
in time became Pierre Chouteau Jr. and Company, the western agent for
John Astor's American Fur Company. Chouteau's various dealings with
Indians, other traders, and the federal government receive considerable attention. Auguste Pierre Chouteau's trade career intersected with the beginning of the Indian removal era, and Hoig weaves a complex tale of tribal
affairs, land deals, and government annuity and other contracts, all of which
were important elements of the family's deep engagement in the fur and
Indian trades.
Hoig covers a lot of ground in this book-so much, in fact, that the attention paid to any single member of the large Chouteau clan is relatively
brief. The book also reiterates a good deal of what is already known about
these traders. Much of the research material in the bibliography is somewhat dated, and a number of recent studies that might have aided are not
cited. This problem is especially obvious when the book treats the Upper
Missouri Outfit. Familiar vignettes are presented about the smallpox epidemic in 1837, Kenneth McKenzie's liquor distillery at Fort Union, and the
troubles that Pierre Chouteau Jr. and his son Charles faced in the 1860s
when accusations of Confederate sympathies ultimately led to the denial of
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their license to trade, thus ending their long tenure in the Upper Missouri
region. On the other hand, the interpretation of these events is a bit thin.
Closer attention to archival sources and reference to recent scholarship might
have offered a more robust analysis. Nevertheless, The Chouteaus: First
Family of the Fur Trade offers much information and makes a worthy contribution to the literature about this singularly important family.
Barton H. Barbour
Boise State University

Pancho Villa and Black Jack Pershing: The Punitive Expedition in Mexico. By
James W. Hurst. (Westport, Conn.: Praeger Publishers, 2008. xxi + 198 pp. 17
halftones, maps, appendixes, bibliography, index. $39'95 cloth, ISBN 978-0313-35°04-7,)
On 9 March 1916, Mexican revolutionarylbandit Francisco "Pancho" Villa
led approximately five hundred followers across the U.S.-Mexico border to
attack Columbus, New Mexico. The United States did not hesitate to respond, sending Gen. John J. Pershing and troops of the U.S. Army south of
the international border to eliminate Villa as a threat to the American Southwest. This so-called Punitive Expedition remained in Mexico almost a year,
scouring the deserts and mountains of northern Mexico in search of Villa
and his band. Although troopers of Pershing's force fought Villistas, killing
several, Villa narrowly escaped into the mountains only to reappear later
along the border. Pres. Woodrow Wilson recalled the expedition early in
1917, as it became clear that the United States would enter World War I,
raging in Europe since 1914James W. Hurst focuses on the activities of Villa and the Punitive Expedition, arguing that Pershing's orders were only to disperse the Villistas and
force them deeper into Mexico far from the U.S.-Mexico border. Hurst believes that Pershing succeeded in his mission, despite the opinion of some
historians who have suggested that the expedition was a failure because it
did not end with the capture or killing of Villa. It is difficult to determine
precisely what Wilson told Sec. of War Newton D. Baker in respect to sending the army into Mexico. Baker relayed to Gen. Hugh L. Scott, army chief
of staff, that Wilson was contemplating ordering troops south of the border
in "pursuit" of Villa. Shortly thereafter, Wilson took this significant step,
but only after extensive discussion with Baker and Scott. Hurst correctly
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argues that in preliminary communications, Wilson, Scott, and Baker told
Pershing only to disperse the Villistas. However, according to several accounts of the events, when the precise orders were sent to Pershing, they
also included capturing the illusive revolutionarylbandit.
The larger question is whether the argument about Pershing's orders is
significant. When the event is set within the context of the Mexican Revolution and defense of the United States, it seems trivial. Hurst carefully
crafts his thesis, and therefore within his definition of success, the Pershing
expedition succeeded admirably. To substantiate his interpretation, Hurst
researched U.S. archival sources thoroughly. He includes material from the
Pershing Papers in the Library of Congress, Department of State documents,
and several record groups pertaining to army matters that are in the National Archives and Records Service. Despite Hurst's extensive use of these
documents, professional historians will find nothing new in this book. Hurst's
work is interestingly written and best suited for history buffs.
Joseph A. Stout Jr.
Oklahoma State University

Charles M. Russell: A Catalogue Raisonne. Edited by B. Byron Price, foreword by Anne Morand. The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West, vol. I. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, in association with the Charles M. Russell Center for the Study of the
Art of the American West and the C. M. Russell Museum, Great Falls, Mont.,
20°7. xviii + 348 pp. 170 color plates, 65 halftones, chronology, exhibition history, selected bibliography, index. $125.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-3836-7.)

For more than a century, Charles M. Russell (1864-1926) has remained
the nation's most beloved chronicler
of the American West. Russell's endur,
ing legacy is now comprehensively documented for the first time in this
handsome catalogue of all the artist's known works of art-a publication
that will engage both Russell scholars and his legions of devoted fans. A
collaborative effort of the C. M. Russell Museum in Great Falls, Montana,
and the Charles M. Russell Center for the Study of the Art of the American
West at the University of Oklahoma (aU), the project is the result of ten
years of research and compilation under the supervision ofB. Byron Price,
director of the Russell Center, Charles M. Russell Chair of Art History at
au, and director of the University of Oklahoma Press.
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A surprisingly slender volume compared to most catalogues raisonnes, the
book features more than two hundred beautifully produced color and blackand-white reproductions of Russell's significant paintings, watercolors, sculpture, and wax models, as well as six essays by the leading experts on the man
and his art. The majority of artworks that Russell created during his lifetimeapproximately four thousand-are accessed only through a private online
catalogue, which purchasers of the book can log onto using the unique key
code located inside the book. Original owners of the book have unlimited
access to the catalogue once they have established an account.
By assigning the research data on Russell's oeuvre to an online site, the
catalogue follows the trend of the last decade in the production of catalogues raisonnes to augment the traditional printed format with electronic
media. Historically, printed catalogues raisonnes have been expensive
multivolumed tomes that can become obsolete almost immediately upon
publication. The Russell catalogue, on the other hand, is reasonably priced,
and with its database online, it is infinitely updatable as new information
comes to light.
The website also provides in PDF format the six excellent essays on
Russell's life, career, and artistic development that appear in the printed
book. The essays by Brian W. Dippie, Peter H. Hassrick, Rick Stewart,
Raphael James Cristy, Ginger K. Renner, and Price provide an elegant encapsulation of Russell scholarship. Dippie writes about the business side of
Russell's art making, especially through the marketing efforts of his wife,
Nancy. Hassrick discusses the stylistic and thematic development of the
artist's paintings. Stewart's and Cristy's essays cover aspects of Russell's career that are less familiar to most readers: the artist's brilliant abilities in
clay, plaster, and wax modeling, and his remarkable storytelling. Renner
describes the contributions to Russell scholarship by her husband, Frederic
G. Renner, whose seventy-five years of collecting and recording information on Russell's artistic output formed the foundation of this catalogue
raisonne. Lastly, Price reviews the scholarship on the cowboy artist.
Sarah L. Burt
Joslyn Art Museum
Omaha, Nebraska
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Art and Architecture ofViceregal Latin America, 1521-1821. By Kelly DonahueWallace. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008. xxvii + 276
pp. 32 color plates, 104 halftones, glossary, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95
paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-3459-6.)
As the author states at the beginning of the text, Art and Architecture of
Viceregal Latin America was written to fill a longstanding gap in the area of
Latin American studies. Interest in the art of colonial Latin America has
been steadily gathering momentum in the field of western art history, but a
useable textbook for college-level courses was still nowhere to be found.
Kelly Donahue-Wallace has provided us with an up-to-date textbook ideal
for teaching survey courses in colonial Latin American art. Rather than
presenting students with a litany of colonial monuments organized by style,

Donahue-Wallace analyzes selected examples of colonial architecture, sculpture, and painting as case studies in the context of colonial Latin American
culture. Thematic approaches to art historical material are becoming increasingly common in textbooks written according to current academic
teaching agendas, but they can be frustratingly difficult to fit into a standard
survey-course format in which cultural objects are studied in chronological
order. Donahue-Wallace's book avoids this common pitfall in textbooks organized by theme, presenting her material as part of an overall historical
process, an approach better suited for survey courses in art history.
Beginning with the Spanish conquest of Mexico, Donahue-Wallace examines the complex (and highly eclectic) architecture and sculpture of the
early colonial mission churches. Next the reader is introduced to painting
in sixteenth-century New Spain and Peru, followed by a discussion of the
development of early colonial town planning. Religious architecture and
altarpieces of the early Baroque cathedrals of Latin America are examined
in turn, closing with a discussion of secular painting in the colonies and art
at the end of the colonial period. The text is amply supported by clear halftone illustrations, with a fine set of color plates illustrating particularly interesting monuments in the middle of the book. Throughout the book,
sidebars with translations of actual colonial documents are inserted in the
text. The primary source material is rel~vant and well chosen, and makes
for some interesting reading as well.
Donahue-Wallace's book incorporates exciting new research on early
colonial conventos (convents) as models for the New Jerusalem in Spanish
America. Many of the architectural elements unique to early colonial
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churches can be related to descriptions of the Temple of Solomon and the
heavenly Jerusalem, at least as they were understood by educated sixteenthcentury Europeans. Art and Architecture af Viceregal Latin America also
introduces the reader to early colonial churchbuilding and painting in Peru,
areas that are still understudied and have been opened to readers in English
only recently by Valerie Fraser and Carol Damian. Especially interesting is
the suggestion that the planning of colonial conventos in Mexico may have
had pre-Columbian antecedents as well. The quadripartite form of the conventual courtyard or atria, for example, echoes indigenous views of the four
quarters of the world, models of which are still made as outdoor altars by
the Maya in the Yucatan. This aspect of early colonial architecture might
have been explored in greater depth in this work, although it should be
noted that scholarship in this particular area is still in its infancy.
Throughout the book, the author emphasizes the development of the
arts in colonial Spanish America as a.process of accommodation and adaptation, rather than simply the imposition of a new culture by the Spaniards.
This approach seems timely and will appeal to readers attuned to an increasingly global culture. Art and Architecture afViceregal Latin America
will be a valuable and useful textbook for college-level students taking upper-division courses in Latin American art
Braden Frieder
Morehead State University

Book Notes

Healing the West: Voices of Culture and Habitat. By Jack Loeffler. (Santa
Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2008. 175 pp. CD. $34-95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-89013-520-4-)
Adobe Odes. By Pat Mora. Camino del Sol Series. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2006. 11l pp. Line drawings. $25.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-81652609-3, $15.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-81652-610-9.)
In the Canyon of Ancient Dreams. By Connie M. Srote. (San Marcos,
Tex.: Minuteman Press, 2006. 208 pp. 82 halftones, maps, notes. $15.00
paper [no ISBN].)
Forgotten Fights: Little-Known Raids and Skirmishes on the Frontier, 1823 to
1890. By Gregory F. Michna and Susan J. Michno. (Missoula, Mont.: Mountain Press, 2008. xxviii + 384 pp. 37 halftones, 16 maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $28.00 cloth, ISBN 978-087842549-5.)
A Remarkable Curiosity: Dispatches from a New York City Journalist's 1873
Railroad Trip across the American West. By Amos Jay Cummings, edited
and compiled by Jerald T. Milanich. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2008. x + 371 pp. Halftones, 19 line drawings, map, bibliography, index. $26.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-87081-926-1.)
A Tenderfoot in Colorado. By R. B. Townshend, foreword by Thomas J. Noel.
(Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2008. xv + 282 pp. $24-95 paper,
ISBN

978-0-87081-938-4.)
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Why Sacagawea Deserves the Day Off and Other Lessons from the Lewis
and Clark Trail. By Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2.008. xiii + 130 pp. Notes, bibliography. $17.95 paper, ISBN 9780-8°32-15 8 5-6 .)
A Description of New Netherland. By Adriaen van der Danek, edited by
Charles T. Gehring and William A. Starna, translated by Diederik Willem
Goedhuys, foreword by Russell Shorto. The Iroquoians and Their World
series. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2.008. xxii + 176 pp. Map,
appendix, notes, index. $4°.00 cloth, [SBN 978-0-8032.-1088-2..)

Roswell. By John LeMay. Images of America series. (San Francisco, Calif.:
Arcadia Publishing, zo08. 1Z7 pp. Z01 halftones, bibliography, index. $Z1.99
paper, ISBN 978-0-7385-5854-7.)

Hobbs and Lea County. By Max A. Clampitt. Images of America series.
(San Francisco, Calif.: Arcadia Publishing, zo08. 1z7 pp. 199 halftones. $2.1.99
paper, ISBN 978-0-7385-5856-1.)

News Notes

Archives. Exhibits, and Historic (Web) Sites
The Albuquerque Museum of Art and History will open "The Shape of
Time: Photographs of Star Axis by Edward Ranney, 1979-20°9" on 28 June.
Standing eleven stories high and measuring one-tenth of a mile across, the
Star Axis sculpture places viewers inside the trajectory of the earth's axis.
The exhibit will run through 20 September 2009. The Albuquerque Museum of Art and History is located at 2000 Mountain Road NW in Albuquerque. For more information, call 5°5-243-7255 or visit the website:
www.cabq.gov/museum/events.html.
The Museum of International Folk Art will open "A Century of Masters:
The NEA National Heritage Fellows of New Mexico" on 19 July. The Museum of International Folk Art is located on Museum Hill in Santa Fe at
706 Camino Lejo. For more information, call 5°5-476-1200 or visit the
website: www.internationalfolkart.org.
The New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum presents "A Most
Terrible Wonder: Firearms from 1600-1900." The exhibit showcases a variety of firearms, such as muskets, matchlocks, flintlocks, pepperbox pistols,
Colt and Remington revolvers, lever action rifles, and bolt-action rifles. The
design and inner-workings of the firearms are explained in the exhibit. This
exhibit will run through 8 November 2009. The New Mexico Farm and
Ranch Heritage Museum is located at 4100 Dripping Springs Road in Las
Cruces. For more information, call 575-522-4100 or visit the website:
www.nmfarmandranchmuseum.org.
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The Southwest Ferry Project, which was established to locate, describe,
and interpret the historic river-ferry crossings that operated either on a commercial basis or were set up by the military in the Four Corners states, has
created a website to request and report on information on the subject. The
address is www.southwestferryproject.com.

Call for Papers
The Society for Military History is pleased to announce a call for papers for
its 77th Annual Meeting, hosted jointly by the Virginia Military Institute
and the George C. Marshall Foundation at Lexington, Virginia on 20-22
May 2010. The conference theme is "Causes Lost and Won," which will
provide an opportunity for a wide examination of military institutions and
practices - including the causes, conduct, resolution, and consequences of
past wars. For more information, visit the society website: www.smh-hq.org/
conference .html.

Calendar of Events
15-16 August El Rancho de las Golondrinas presents "'Play It Again, New
Mexico: A Reunion of Heroes and Villains from the Past." For more information, call 5°5-471-2261 or visit the website: www.golondrinas.org.
24-27 September The Santa Fe Trail Association's annual Rendezvous will
be in Arrow Rock, Missouri. The theme is "In the Beginning to the Boonslick
and Beyond." For more information, visit the website: www.santafetrail.org.

7-10 October The Western History Association will hold its forty-ninth annual conference in Denver, Colorado, at the Grand Hyatt Denver. For more
information, visit the website: http://www.umsl.edu/~wha.

